The Examples of Mothers. 

Be what you want them to be!

2 Timothy 1 

 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,

 2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

 3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;

 4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;

 5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice (U-Nicy); and I am persuaded that in thee also.

Do you know that we all have an effect on those around us for good or bad? We so often follow in the foot steps of our parents and grandparents. In my own life it was the examples of my grandparents that left lasting impressions on my heart that God used to help bring me to Himself.
As we look at our scripture reading for today I want us to see the chain reaction in Timothy’s life. 

Timothy was from the Lycanian (Lye-Kay-Owe-E-an) City of Lystra (Lye-Stra) or Derbe in Asia Minor, born of a Jewish mother who had become a Christian and had a Greek father. Nothing is said of his father’s faith but that of his mother and grandmother.
Let’s notice this example, that Timothy’s Grandmother and Mother were examples of the faith for Timothy.

Paul wrote about: “…the unfeigned faith that is in thee” unfeigned meaning sincere, without hypocrisy… “which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother 

Eunice (U-Nicy); “and I am persuaded that in thee also.”

Wow, what a record… That the Apostle Paul would note the faith of Timothy’s mother and grandmother.

We may not always see the effects we have on our loved ones. Please understand our examples do matter.

Adam Clarke shared in his commentary that he believed Lous became a Christian first, who influenced her daughter Eunice (U-Nicy), and they both brought up Timothy in the faith.

We see from this example how important the family examples and teachings were to the next generation.

This can be true for good or bad. Some will teach their children through bad examples.

There fictional story God inspired me to write long ago when preparing for a mother’s day sermon. Called…

Woman in the Mirror, A Mother's Regret


By Rodney Keister 


A particular Mother was a mean woman, always screaming at her children, swearing, not home much for her children, abusive, dishonest, unfaithful to her husband, dressed like very inappropriately (which if we look at society today, a lot of people have lost their dignity of modesty in keeping their bodies covered.)  Threatening was her normal way of discipline.  "If you ever embarrass me like that again, I'm going to….."


In laters years she couldn’t understand why her oldest teenage daughter was so awful, out doing very bad things, always lying, coming home late at night, and had frequent different boyfriends every other month, was physically abusive to her younger sisters, always fighting with them and hitting them, blaming everyone else around her for her actions.


One day the mother falling down broken in tears and angry cried out to God, "Why did you give me such a terrible daughter, she is so evil!"  Not expecting God to answer she was surprised to hear Him say.  "Why did you teach her to be just like you."


You see, the teenage daughter was just like her mother.

Now that we heard a bad example, lets conclude on a good one….

A real one….I’d like to share a little bit of my great-grandmother and my grandmothers testimony.
My great grandmother, Mable Thomas was a known as a woman of faith. At times praying for things they needed and God would mightily provide. Like one time for a pair of shoes for one child and they showed up on the porch the next day, or several times great-grandfather Author Thomas would purposely run the car out of gas so she could not go to church on Sunday and they would drive the car there and back and he would get mad they never ran out of gas.

My grandmother Nora, what a woman of faith. It was her words that God would replay over and over again to me….. Rodney Whatevery you do you must get saved before you die!!!!
NEVER got away from that.. over and over again.

So what are some things we can do to influence those around us.
1. Live a righteous life

2. Live a life of kindness and helpfulness

3. Live a consistent life. Not up and down

4. Live what you say and say what you live

5. Share the Gospel With them

6. Disciple them in the faith.

I’ll close with this poem:

A Mother’s Influence

I took a piece of plastic clay
And idly fashioned it one day;
And as my fingers pressed it still
It moved and yielded at my will.

I came again when days were past,
The form I gave it still it bore,
And as my fingers pressed it still,
I could change that form no more.

I took a piece of living clay,
And gently formed it day by day,
And molded with my power and art,
A young child’s soft and yielding heart.

I came again when days were gone;
It was a man I looked upon,
He still that early impress bore,
And I could change it never more.

Source unknown (from bible.org)

Oh that we would pray God would help us to be the best example we can be. Monitoring our actions knowing others are looking on would help us to live as a good example.

We can rejoice that our names are written in heaven. Is your name written down in heaven? Will your children and grandchildren’s names be in the lambs book of life? Be and do all you can to help them on their way.
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