Text:
Luke 5:1-11

Luke 5:4

Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.

Luke 5:5

And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.

Peter called Christ Master
Master = ep-is-tat’-ace. 

1st place this word occurred in reference to Christ

-Signifies a prefect, or one who is set over certain task or  people

-it is used also for an instructer, or teacher. 

-Peter listened attentively to his teaching and obeyed cheerfully,

Adam Clarke:


"No man ever took Jesus profitably for his teacher, who did not at the same time receive him as his Lord."
Peter has doubt in his heart

He said:  We have toiled all the night


We have worked this before


Don't you think we tried that?


Done that, did that.

But never the less since you said so I will do it.


O'that we would do what Christ said, even when we've done it before or cannot see why we should do what he says.


1.
 Eyes have imparment to see the end,



We can't see over the horizion or under the sea

Adam Clarke had this to say:

We have toiled all the night]

They had cast the net several times in the course of the night, and drew it to shore without success, and were now greatly disheartened. I have seen several laborious draughts of this kind made without fruit. All labour must be fruitless where the blessing of God is not; but especially that of the ministry. It is the presence and influence of Christ, in a congregation, that cause souls to be gathered unto himself: without these, whatever the preacher's eloquence or abilities may be, all will be night, and fruitless labour. 

At thy word I will let down the net.] He who assumes the character of a fisher of men, under any authority that does not proceed from Christ, is sure to catch nothing; but he who labours by the order and under the direction of the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, cannot labour in vain.
Do we understand we must continually pray for Christ to draw men and without his help even the greatest of preachers and laborers will work in vain.

Luke 5:6

And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.

Following Obedience there victory 


Peter obeyed and now there were so many fish there net was beginning to break.


O'that we would get filled to the place in obedience that our nets would be begin to break.  That they would be stretch a little and have spiritual fish overflowing our doors.

Luke 5:8

When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.

Adam Clarke

Depart from me; for I am a sinful man] 

Go out from me, i.e. from my boat. Peter was fully convinced that this draught of fish was a miraculous one; and that God himself had particularly interfered in this matter, whose presence and power he reverenced in the person of Jesus. But as he felt himself a sinner, he was afraid the Divine purity of Christ could not possibly endure him; therefore he wished for a separation from that power, which he was afraid might break forth and consume him. It seems to have been a received maxim among the Jews, that whoever had seen a particular manifestation of God should speedily die. Hence Jacob seemed astonished that his life should have been preserved, when he had seen God face to face, Ge 32:30. So the nobles of Israel saw God, and yet did eat and drink; for on them he had laid not his hand, i.e. to destroy them, though it appears to have been expected by them, in consequence of this discovery which he made of himself. See Ex 24:10,11, and the notes there. This supposition of the Jews seems to have been founded on the authority of God himself, Ex 33:20: There shall no man see my FACE and LIVE. So Moses, De 5:26: Who is there of all flesh that hath heard the voice of the living God, speaking out of the midst of the fire as we have, and LIVED? So Gideon expected to be immediately slain, because he had seen an angel of the Lord, and a miracle performed by him. See Jg 6:21-23. So likewise Manoah and his wife, Jg 13:22: We shall surely DIE, for we have SEEN GOD. These different passages sufficiently show in what sense these words of Peter are to be understood.
Luke 5:9

For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken:
Luke 5:10

And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

Adam Clarke

Thou shalt catch men.] 

Thou shalt catch men alive; this is the proper signification of the word. Fear not: these discoveries of God tend to life, not to death; and ye shall become the instruments of life and salvation to a lost world. These fish are taken to be killed and fed on; but those who are converted under your ministry shall be preserved unto eternal life. See [Mt 4:18], &c., where this subject is considered more at large.
Luke 5:11

And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.
Adam Clarke

They forsook all, and followed him.] 

God expects this from every person, and especially from those in whose hearts, or in whose behalf, he has wrought a miracle of grace or of providence. Jesus intended to call Peter, James, and John, to become his disciples; and that they might see the propriety and importance of the call, he:- 


1st. TEACHES in their presence, that they may know his doctrine. 


2dly. He WORKS a MIRACLE before their eyes, that they might see and be convinced of his power. 

 
3dly. He CALLS them to go forth with this doctrine, and through this power, that they might teach the ignorant, and be successful in their work.
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