Our Messiah the Purifier

Malachi 3:

1¶ Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

2  But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap:

3  And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.

4  Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years.

5  And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts.

6  For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.
key

3  And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.

Malachi = Messenger or angel

The last of the minor prophets, and the writer of the last book of the Old Testament canon.  This may have been his literal name, or it may have been just a name give to him as prophets name.

1 ¶ Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

Behold, I will send my messenger]
Malachi, the very name of the prophet. But this speaks of John the Baptist. I, the Messiah, the Seed of God, mentioned above, will send my messenger, John the Baptist. 

He shall prepare the way]
Be as a pioneer before me; a corrector of civil abuses, and a preacher of righteousness. 

And the Lord, whom ye seek]
The Messiah, whom ye expect, from the account given by the prophet Daniel, in his seventy weeks, Da 9:24. 

Shall suddenly come to his temple]
Shall soon be presented before the Lord in his temple; cleanse it from its defilement, and fill it with his teaching and his glory. 

The Messenger of the covenant] 
He that comes to fulfil the great design, in reference to the covenant made with Abram, that in his seed all the families of the earth should be blessed. See the parallel texts in the margin, and the notes on them.

2  But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap:

But who may abide the day of his coming?] 
Only they who shall believe on his name; for they that will not, shall be blinded, and the unbelieving nations shall be destroyed by the Romans. 

Like fuller's soap] 
to cleanse, any thing that deterges. 


What does soap do?  It cleanses

Mal 3:3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.

Isa 1:25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin:

He shall sit as a refiner] 
Alluding to the case of a refiner of metals, sitting at his fire; increasing it when he sees necessary, and watching the process of his work. 

The sons of Levi] 
Those who minister in their stead under the NEW covenant, for the OLD Levitical institutions shall be abolished; yet, under the preaching of our Lord, a great number of the priests became obedient to the faith, 

Ac 6:7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.; 

John Wesley said it like this:

He shall purify-The effect of this fiery trial, shall be the thorough cleansing of the persons that are to pass through it. Sons of Levi-Either the Jewish Levites, or all Christians, who are made priests unto God.  In righteousness-That they may offer themselves, their souls and bodies to God, in righteousness and true holiness.

that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.

How is it that we can make an offering unto the Lord in righteousness?

Only the sanctified heart can be a pure offering unto the Lord in righteousness.

Steve Farmiloe said in his book “Had book on Holiness”


“Our Life and our heart is our ultimate offering to the Lord.  We need to downplay the money we offer to God, and learn how to climb into the offering plate as it is passed.”



And


“To serve God in holiness is to serve Him with an inward nature that is conformed to God’s nature and will.  To serve God in righteousness is to serve uprightly in all human and earthly relationships.  Acceptable devotion to God includes not only religious zeal, but sound ethical behavior.  Our Christian walk is not just liturgy.  Christianity is a combination of ceremony, doctrine, and ethics in an experience of dynamic, spiritual, life changing power.  This is called the experience of holiness.  Without holiness as our foundation, we are only playing a game. Freedom is not achieved by longing for a better life and lingering at the foot of the cross.”


John Wesley wrote:


“Ye know that the great end of religion is to renew our hearts in the image of God, to repair that total loss of righteousness and true holiness which we sustained by the sin of our first parent.  Ye know that all religion which does not answer this end, all the stops short of this, the renewal of our soul in the image of God, after the likeness of Him that created it, is no other that a poor farce, and a mere mockery of God, to the destruction of our own soul.”

3  And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.

Christ shall be our purifier.

So that we can be a acceptable offering unto our Lord!
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