Revelation 21:

7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

Famous American Fibs

· The check is in the mail. 

· I’ll start my diet tomorrow. 

· We service what we sell. 

· Give me your number and the doctor will call you right back. 

· Money cheerfully refunded. 

· One size fits all. 

· This offer limited to the first 100 people who call in. 

· Your luggage isn’t lost, it’s only misplaced. 

· Leave your resume and we’ll keep it on file. 

· This hurts me more than it hurts you. 

· I just need five minutes of your time. 

· Your table will be ready in a few minutes. 

· Open wide, it won’t hurt a bit. 

· Let’s have lunch sometime. 

· It’s not the money, it’s the principle.

Bits and Pieces, December 9, 1993, pp. 12-13

Little White Lies

As reported in USA Today, Jerald Jellison said, “Each of us fibs at least 50 times a day.” He explained that we lie about our age, our income, or our accomplishments. And we use lies to escape embarrassment. 

A common reason for “little white lies,” we’re told, is to protect someone else’s feelings. Yet in so doing, we are really protecting ourselves. 

According to Jellison, here are some of our most commonly used fibs: 

· “I wasn’t feeling well.” 

· “I didn’t want to hurt your feelings.” 

· “The check is in the mail.” 

· “I was just kidding.” 

· “I was only trying to help.”

Source unknown
Lying A Way Of Life

Lying seems to be a way of life for many people. We lie at the drop of a hat. The book The Day American Told the Truth says that 91 percent of those surveyed lie routinely about matters they consider trivial, and 36 percent lie about important matters; 86 percent lie regularly to parents, 75 percent to friends, 73 percent to siblings, and 69 percent to spouses. 

Our Daily Bread, August 28, 1992

Lying Condoned By Physician

A USA Today poll found that only 56% of American teach honesty to their children. And a Louis Harris poll turned up the distressing fact that 65% of high school students would cheat on an important exam. Recently a noted physician appeared on a network news-and-talk show and proclaimed, “Lying is an important part of social life, and children who are unable to do it are children who may have developmental problems.” 

Our Daily Bread, Sept. 23, 1991

Lying, Cheating, and Stealing

Lying, cheating, and stealing are becoming an "acceptable norm? among high-school and college students, says Ralph Wexler, speaking for the Joseph and Edna Josephson Institute of Ethics. In a recent survey, the Institute reported that 61 percent of the high-school and 32 percent of the college students polled admitted to having cheated on an exam during the past year; 33 percent of the high-school and 16 percent of college students said they'd stolen something in the last year; and 16 percent of the high-school and 32 percent of the college students said they'd lied on a resume or job application. 

National and International Religion Report, quoted in Signs of the Times, June, 1993, p. 6

Quotes

· A lie has no legs. It requires other lies to support it. Tell one lie and you are forced to tell others to back it up. 

· Stretching the truth won’t make it last any longer. 

· Those that think it permissible to tell white lies soon grow colorblind. - Austin O’Malley 

· I would not tell one lie to save the souls of all the world. - John Wesley 

· One never errs more safely than when one errs by too much loving the truth. - Augustine 

· No man has a good enough memory to make a successful liar. - A. Lincoln 

· Men hate those to whom they have to lie. - Victor Hugo 

· What upsets me is not that you lied to me, but that from now on I can no longer believe you. - Friedrich Nietzsche 

· Those who think it’s permissible to tell white lies soon become color-blind.- Austin O’Malley 

· When regard for truth has been broken down or even slightly weakened, all things will remain doubtful. - Augustine

Sources unknown

Signals Of Lying

· Signals of lying: 

· Increased blinking and pupil dilation. 

· A facial expression incongruous with what’s being said. 

· Increased body movement (especially hand gestures). 

· Shorter sentences. 

· More speaking pauses and errors. 

· More negative words and extreme words. 

USA Today

Which Tire Was Flat

The story is told of four high school boys who couldn’t resist the temptation to skip morning classes. Each had been smitten with a bad case of spring fever. After lunch they showed up at school and reported to the teacher that their car had a flat tire. Much to their relief, she smiled and said, “Well, you missed a quiz this morning, so take your seats and get out a pencil and paper.” 

Still smiling, she waited as they settled down and got ready for her questions. Then she said, “First question—which tire was flat?”

Source unknown

Somebody Told It

First, somebody told it,
Then the room couldn’t hold it,
So the busy tongues rolled it
Till they got it outside.

Then the crowd came across it,
And never once lost it,
But tossed it and tossed it,
Till it grew long and wide.

This lie brought forth others,
Dark sisters and brothers,
And fathers and mothers—
A terrible crew.

And while headlong they hurried,
The people they flurried,
And troubled and worried,
As lies always do.

And so evil-bodied,
This monster lay goaded,
Till at last it exploded
In smoke and in shame.

Then from mud and from mire
The pieces flew higher,
And hit the sad victim
And killed a good name.

Source unknown
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