Love the Lord thy God

De 6:5  And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
De 11:1  Therefore thou shalt love the LORD thy God, and keep his charge, and his statutes, and his judgments, and his commandments, alway.
De 19:9  If thou shalt keep all these commandments to do them, which I command thee this day, to love the LORD thy God, and to walk ever in his ways; then shalt thou add three cities more for thee, beside these three:
De 30:6  And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.
De 30:16  In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.
De 30:20  That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.
Mt 22:37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
Mr 12:30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
Lu 10:27  And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.
John 14:

18 ¶  I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

19  Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.

20  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

21  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

22  Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?

23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

24  He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.

Exodus 20:

1 ¶  And God spake all these words, saying,

2  I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

3  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Illustration:
In Ermesinde Portuguese a puppy wonders into a church for there early morning service.  The parishioners tried to stop it but failed as it reached the alter to set and listened.  Then at the conclusion of the service it escaped before anyone could catch it.  This continued for several weeks with the stray dog showing up on time for church and setting when the congregation sat and standing when they stood throughout the service. 

After hear about the mysterious dog, a persons from Sabrado, a near by town, took the stray dog into their home and named it Preta which means black in Portuguese.  It also means, according to Wikipedia: Preta coming from a Chinese word and means a Hungry Ghost in English, one who has been resurrected and has a supernatural desire for something unusual.  What a coincident, right? 


The dog now living 16 miles from the church would spend the next 3 years rising at 5:00 AM to walk the distance to the church and be on time for their 7:30 AM service.  And then walk back or on occation would be offered a ride with someone from the church.  What dedication!  
Brother Mitchell tells the story of two Germen shepherds would their pastor owner would allow them to walk into his church, on his command would knell down on all four legs inside the front door of the church.  Then would follow their pastor owner crawling across the floor wherever they throughout the church humbling their selves before the Lord!


D.
To make God your only God we must love Him.

Matthew 22:

37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

38  This is the first and great commandment.

39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Verse 37

Some explanations of Love:

to act vehemently or intensely; because love is always active, and will act in every possible way; for he who loves is, with all his affection and desire, carried forward to the beloved object, in order to possess and enjoy it. 

to be completely at rest, or, to be intensely satisfied; because he who loves is supremely contented with, and rests completely satisfied in, that which he loves. 

a person eagerly embraces, and vigorously holds fast, that which is the object of his love.

I admire, I rest, because that which a man loves intensely he rests in, with fixed admiration and contemplation.  

So that genuine love changes not, but always abides steadily attached to that which is loved.

Some points take from Adam Clarke:

"Verse 40.   On these two-hang all the law and the prophets.] They are like the first and last links of a chain, all the intermediate ones depend on them.  True religion begins and ends in love to God and man.  These are the two grand links that unite God to man, man to his fellows, and men again to God. 

  Love is the fulfilling of the law, says St. Paul, Ro 13:10; for he who has the love of God in him delights to obey the Divine precepts, and to do all manner of kindness to men for God's sake."

Twenty-Two Daily Questions 

for the People Called Methodists

1.
Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the impression that I am better than I really am?  In other words, am I a hypocrite?

2.
Am I honest in all my acts and words, or do I manipulate or exaggerate?

3.
Do I confidentially pass on to another what was told to me in confidence?

4.
Can I be trusted?

5.
Am I a slave to dress, friends, work, entertainment or habits?

6.
Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying?

7.
Did the Bible live in me today?

8.
Do I give the Bible time to speak to me everyday?

9.
Am I enjoying prayer?

10.
When did I last speak to someone else about my faith?

11.
Do I pray about the money I spend?

12.
Do I get to bed on time and get up on time?

13.
Do I disobey God in anything?

14.
Do I insist upon doing something about which my conscience is uneasy?

15.
Am I defeated in any part of my life?

16.
Am I jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy, or distrustful?

17.
How do I spend my spare time?

18.
Am I proud?

19.
Do I thank God that I am not as other people?

20.
Is there anyone whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, hold a resentment toward or disregard?  If so, what am I doing about it?

21.
Do I grumble or complain constantly?

22.
Is Christ real to me?
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