The main points of this outline are by Rev. Dean McIntire

The Love of Jesus Christ
Ephesians 5: 25-32

25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

28  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

31  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

32  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

        

I.   Self-giving love (vs. 25)

 25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
Jesus  gave himself to die for our sins.

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
1 Corinthians 15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
Galatians 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

1 John 4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Propitiation=hil-as-mos’; atonement,

To be the sacrifice for our sins


To take our place.

The war story, about the man who saved another man’s life in combat by hugging him and taking the shot for him.  Then just before dying when ask why he did this, he responed by saying:

I can die, but you can’t.  I’m going to heaven, but you do not know Jesus and you cannot die yet.  So I die for you.
Stopped after first point due to voice problems
II.  Sanctifying love (vs.26-27)

 26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

The Love of Jesus Christ is a sanctifying Love:


Jesus wants to present us holy and without blemish


Jesus wants to purify our hearts by faith.


Jesus wants to sanctify us through and through

In a wedding:


The father should be able to present the bride clean without spot, pure.

In David Wise and Katrina Barner’s Wedding 


David shared that until the wedding kiss they had never even kissed on the lips before.


Young ladies, listen up:  Jesus wants you to be pure when you marry that special someone.

Jesus wants to present us pure and holy before God, he wants to sanctify us:


There is a message a I preach on the bride of the lamb that talks in detail about the need to be a pure and clean bride for Jesus.

Let us see our need of Holiness, our need of sanctification.  Not only do we need to get saved, but we need to be sanctified through and through.
III. Sustaining love (vs. 28-29)

28  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

Jesus nourishes and cherishes us in Him.  We are the church.  The church is not the building, but it is rather the people.


His love is Sustaining

He keeps us in his loving arms:

He holds us up when we are weak.

He teaches us all we need to know.


His love is Sustaining
And nothing can separate us from that love except if we should choose to continue in sin.




Romans 8:

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

IV. Succeeding love  (vs. 30-32)

30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

31  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

32  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

We are joined with Christ, therefore Christ Love succeeds in us.
As we are:


Members of his body


Members of His flesh


Members of His Bones

For this cause like a man leaves his earthly father and is joined to his wife, so are we to leave the things of this world and be joined to Christ.

Our relationship to Christ is a joining relationship in which Christ’s succeeding love will propel us through the ways of life. 
Mt. 19:   NKJV
5  "and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6  "So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate."

John 17: 
17 ¶ Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.

19  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.

20 ¶ Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;

21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

22  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:

23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.
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