A New Commandment I Give Unto You

Read John 13:31-35

Text 34-35

"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another."

John Wesley said:

“The sum of all that has been said on love is this:  whatever I speak, whatever I know, whatever I believe, whatever I do, whatever I suffer, if I have not the faith that works by love; --- love to God and all mankind --- I am not in the narrow way.”
I.
love one another; as I have loved you

1.
A Love that is forgiving



Illustration:  boy breaking china closet
Illustration:

A Father’s Love


There’s a Spanish story of a father and son who had become estranged. The son ran away, and the father set off to find him. He searched for months to no avail. Finally, in a last desperate effort to find him, the father put an ad in Madrid newspaper. The ad read: “Dear Paco, meet me in front of this newspaper office at noon on Saturday. All is forgiven. I love you. Your Father.”


On Saturday 800 Pacos showed up, looking for forgiveness and love from their fathers. 
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I.
love one another; as I have loved you
(con’t)

2.
A Love that is merciful


3.
A love that is self-sacrificing


Jesus gave His life that we could have eternal life.  



a.
He laid his life down willingly, it was not take, he gave it
he sacrificed all worldly pleasures for the work of God

-we tend to only give as much as we want, not as much as God wants us to give.  We are saved but still try to live a separate life.

-the NT Christians gave their all. Money, Acts 5-6?

Time, dedicated to prayer and ministry, winning the lost at all cost to them personally.

The gave their lives even if it meant their own death for the sake of the Gospel, where is the spirit of he martyrs.


illustration of friend of my that God said he may never be a martyr like those who die, but was he willing to be a martyr in other ways., like fasting and prayer, denying himself for the sake of prayer.

No cost was too great for Christ, the early NT Christians, the founders of Holiness movements.


people gather for hours of prayer, there sacrifice was their sleep..


he didn't complain or look for way out of it


his love was so strong he wanted to give his live and live a sacrificed life for God.

You see this life is temporary


Put down you money for something that was a sure thing, not gambling, but a known sure things.  Would you?

There is a known sure thing, that if we lay up treasures why not lay them up in heaven.  (get verbatum)

II.
To love one another like Christ loves us.

1.
When hurting go to the brother or sister and pray at length with them.

2.
When they are in need, give up what you have and give to them in need.

3.
Lost love ones not in yet, meet extra times and spend hours in prayer until you have prayed through and they know there lost one will be saved.

4.
As much as hyou have done unto one of these little ones you have done unto me.

1Jo 3:17  
But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

Illustration:

Leightion:

“If there be a thorn in the foot, the back boweth, thehead stoopeth down, the eyes look, the hand reaches to it and attempts its relief: in a word, all the members partake of the good and evil with one another.”

If a person is hurt, do we bend to help, or just say I’ll pray for you?
Eph. 5:
25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

28  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

The fruit of the Spirit is love

Galatians 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

What is Love


Read I Corin 13

Love  - by: Easton's Revised Bible Dictionary
In #1Co 13:1ff. the apostle sets forth the excellency of love, as the word "charity" there is rendered in the Revised Version. Charity better captures the biblical idea of love, for charity is love in action for the glory of God not a mere warm mushy feeling as we use the word today.
Illustration of elderly man and woman in Church last night

1 Corinthians 13:13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Ephesians 3:17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,

18  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 

19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

1 John 4:16  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
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