Looking unto Jesus

Hebrews 12:1-3

1 ¶ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

We as Christians have to make it.

We must make it at all cost.

With the enemy always trying to get us off track and bring us down, we must be faithful to the end.

Friends I'm sure I not the first to become tired of the battle, to be under a heavy load of fight. 

But tonight I want to encourage you that there is one who is the key to our victory, the source of our power and the cause of our endurance.

Let's win the race before us.

Look there at verse 1

1 ¶ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

We see in Hebrews 11 the role call of some of the heroes of the faith.

In Verse 1 "seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses."

Seeing that there are so many that have gone on before us, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us 

Whatever the thing be that will hinder us, let us lay it aside.

But how can we be victory in the battle at hand.

I believe we see a key in verse 2.

I.
Looking Unto Jesus


Are our eyes on our situation


Are our eyes on the causes


Are our eyes on the enemy



If so it causes us to loose site of Christ

A. 
We must focus on Jesus



Looking Unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.


1.
Our faith must be authored of Christ




He and He alone makes us a new




If Christ be not the author that who was?



2.
He must be the finisher of our faith




What he started he will finish if we let him.

Philippians 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:


2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

II.
Consider him


Consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself


Christ endured them who were against himself


Those who fought Him to the death

Consider What Christ went through for us.

Consider what we put Christ through.

When the enemy comes in like flood to fight one brother against another we must look unto Jesus and consider him.

Look down at verse 14

14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

We know so well that without holiness no man shall see the Lord.  

But do we forget the first part of the verse?

Let's read it again Follow peace with all men without which no man shall see the Lord.

When we are tempted to turn one on another do we see the enemies plan of getting us to a place where we have not peace with all men.

Adam Clarke said:

Cultivate, as far as you possibly can


If we have not peace with all men have we been looking unto Jesus?


Have we been considering Him that saved us?

Let us be looking unto Jesus

Let us consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself

Why?

III.

Least we be wearied and faint in your minds.


Oh brothers and sisters we can't afford to be wearied and faint in our minds.


If Satan can get us wearied and faint in our minds, he will destroy us.  Oh that we would see how Christ endured for us to be victors in the fight of our souls.

Let's keep our eyes on Jesus and be always considering Him, least we be wearied and faint in our minds.
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