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A fallen angel came to Satan and asked him for an assignment. Satan asked what kind of angel he was and he said 

"I am destruction, I teach foul language, anger, and indifference. I cause strife among people, especially believers, which is my specialty."

"I can get them fighting over all kinds of different beliefs and idea's. I have many, many people walking around with hate in their hearts who once loved."

"It is really easy, I can get them angry over money, positions, knowledge. It is almost like they are ready to get upset over how someone else lives or believes."

"Just yesterday I had 2 men who are neighbors and are Christians fighting over healing and prayer. You should have seen them, I had God crying over those two. I am really glad I came when I did because one of the men's boys got to see the argument and he was really close to asking Jesus into his life, that was a close one."

"Then the other day [I should get a medal for this] this fella Jack took one of his friends at work to church with him. This man almost decided to ask Jesus into his heart, BOY, what a struggle I had and I hate being in church. Well, this man pondered all night about Jesus, but the next day while at work when Jack was near him I got another man to get into an argument with him, and man did Jack lose it, well needless to say I got his friend back, another close call."

Sounds like the fallen angel makes easy targets of the saved but unsanctified?  Doesn't it?

"I did lose one though, this lady just would not give up on her boy, I had him in drugs and drinking and living it up but she just wouldn't get off her knees for him and one of God's angels got another kid to talk to him and he got saved."  "Get this, that other kid loved that boy so much he even was crying with him. How do you fight someone like that? Maybe I can make his life miserable and get him back. Well, I got years to work on him. I just can't believe how easy it is to cause people to fall away from God anymore. It used to be maybe 1 of every 15, today I am getting over half to be lukewarm. It is just awesome how I can cause them to lose their love, that love that would get them to die even for an enemy if it would save them."

"We are winning because we finally got them talking love, but they can't live it."

"I am amazed at how God thinks these people would care about others like the first church did, those people are long gone, thanks to us." 

As he and Satan walked away he said, "I need a real challenge, you got anybody who is really strong?"..........
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And the fallen angel said

It used to be maybe 1 of every 15, today I am getting over half to be lukewarm.

Prayer, plead with God for deliverance from Lukewarness

We all are farmilar with John 3:16, but what of 

Rev. 3:16

So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

Please turn with me to Revelation 3.

Read Revelation 3:14-22

15  I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

Are we cold or hot?  Are we full of spiritual life?

16  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

I've rewritten the verse for the Holiness Church of today:

Because thou say I am saved and sanctified, attend church everytime, do much, of course I have need of nothing spiritual, I AM SAVED AND SANCTIFIED!, and knowest not that thour are wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind and naked.  Because you are a snuffed out fire.


"So then because thou art lukewarm, I will spue thee out of my mouth."

William S. Deal writes in a book called Problems of the Spirit-filled Life, from the chapter called, The Danger of Leanness of Soul

"There is the ever present danger of soul leanness which the Spirit-filled believer must face and overcome.  The inward man must be "renewed day by day."  One cannot receive sufficient grace at an altar of prayer to carry him through to the end of his journey."

If we get saved and then sanctified we should rejoice….

But may we never stop seeking more of God's presence each day, for this is where leanness and lukewarmness begins to set it.

Like parasite that invades the nervous system, as it begins to grow soon we start to stiffen up, and stiffen up, and stiffen up until we are finally paralyzed.  

May God keep the parasite of leanness out of our souls so as to keep us form becoming spiritual invalids!
God does not withdraw his spirit for every slight provocation.  Meaning The act of provoking or inciting, to provoke. 

God is not going to cast out for just anything.  He wants us to commune with Him.  God wants us to be on fire for Christ. 

But do we stay alive spiritual.  I mean really alive?

When is the last time you meet with God outside of a Church service where his presence was noticeable?

It is so easy to become wrapped up in a daily routine of devotion that we never really open ourselves up to a true meeting with God.  Do we just have devotion because we know we need to do it.  Or do we desire to be in the presence of God.

When is the last time God has come and tickled you soul while reading scripture.  Does the Word of God ever come alive while you are reading it.

God does not play Peek-A-Boo with his children.  He is there with them when they really need them.  


The question is do we need God enough to spend time with him always?


You see, leanness is like a combination of a King-Cobra and a boa constrictor, the King-Cobra will hypnotize its prey then sweep in for the kill while the boa constrictor bites the prey just hard enough to hold it and then wraps itself around it and strangles it to death by slowly squeezes the live out of it's catch.


While leanness hypnotizes you feel all is OK, your just a little tired today, or not up to power, mean while it is slowly strangling you to spiritual death.

Has a spiritual snake of leanness and lukewarmness settled around your soul.  Is it squeezing the life out of your walk with God.

If you are lacking the reality of experience of God's wonderful presence, I've got great news for you.


YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE ANY LONGER.

Revelation 3:19  says:  

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

Revelation 3:19  says:  

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

You mean I've got to repent of this thing?

But I'm saved and sanctified!

Yes you must repent of your lukewarmness, of your leanness, of your lack of ferventness in your walk with God

You must repent of this leanness that you have allowed to come into your soul.

Why must your repent?  Because you allowed it to happen.

be zealous therefore, and repent.

Pastor is this message for me today?

Ask God to help you know. Are you in the strangle hold of leanness?

end with

Revelation 3:22  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Eph. 5
14  Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.

15  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
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