JOY

Read: 

John 15:1-11

These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.






John 15:11  

I.
Joy is one of the fruits of the spirit

Fruits of the Spirit

22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

Illustration:


What condition is your fruit of Joy:?


1.
Is it Green, not ripe yet?

2.
Has it been mistreated or stored in a place were it spoiled? 

3.
Has it gotten overly ripe that it has become rotten?

(is isn't great to know where ever you are that it can be ripe, or ripened again.)


4. 
Or is it ripe, and full of flavor?


Unlike real fruit from the vines, yours can be restored, ripened, renewed, complete.

II.
Jesus said: that my joy might remain in you, 


A.
If he said it, it is true!



1.
What did he say?  How can we maintain Joy?




a)
15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.


B.
Unless you turn away, you will remain.

John 17:11 ¶ And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.



1.
But I don't turn away,




a)
Do we spend time with Jesus




b)
Do we share the Joy with others




c)
Do we work for the Kingdom?




d)
Do we stay in the Word




e)
Do we cast down the critical spirit that comes like a wave?


C.
It is promised to those who are diligent:




Parable of the talents:  The one who got 5 and gave back 10



Matt. 25:21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.



1.
Do you beary your joy in the back yard?




Or share it with the World?


Let it be multiplied, and flourish!

III.
Jesus said: and that your joy might be full.


HE DID NOT STOP AT IT BEING IN YOU, BUT THAT IT MIGHT BE FULL.


A.
Like filling up a cup till it runs over


Illustration:



Cup fountain pyramid?



It runs down across each other filling all vessels


B.
Not some, part, a little, 3/4, 7/8, just to the limit line,




1.
NO, FILLED TO THE GILLS.




Full, 

RUNNING OVER, FILLED TO CAPACITY, FILLED TO THE BRIM!

Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.






Nehemiah 8:10  

Do you want to be strong, 



Keep the Joy of the LORD!

Conclussion

I.
Joy is one of the fruits of the spirit


How your fruit today

II.
Jesus said: that my joy might remain in you,

III.
Jesus said: and that your joy might be full.
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