The Life of John the Baptist

Luke 1:5-25
I.

Can a Person be righteous here on Earth?



Zacharias and Elisabeth were both righteous.

6  And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.


People today say you cannot live a righteous life


People say Jesus was the only one not to commit sin


Were there any other righteous on Earth besides Jesus?



1.
Noah

2 Peter 2:5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;



2. 
Enoch

Hebrews 11:5  By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.



3.
Job

Job 1:1 ¶ There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

You too can be righteous and live a Holy life, if you'll let Christ have his continued way with you.

Before Jesus was to make His seen on Earth, there had to be one come who would prepare the way of the Lord. 

II.

One crying in the wilderness.  


John the Baptist!

Mark 1

1 ¶ The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;

2  As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.

3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

4  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

5  And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.

6  And John was clothed with camel’s hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey;

7  And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.

8  I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

Luke 3

4  As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

5  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;

6  And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

7  Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8  Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

III.

John the Baptist will do mighty things,


by his own power….


NO - by the Holy Ghost in his soul!

15  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb.

44  For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.

John filled with Holy Ghost

41  And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:

42  And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.

43  And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

44  For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.

45  And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.

46  And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,

47  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

What of the Holy Ghost in your lives?

Does something inside leap for Joy

Do the song birds of Heaven still sing allowed?

Does the Holy Ghost abide within you heart?

Do you have the witness of the Spirit in your soul?

Well if we are filled with the Holy Ghost it has an effect on others.  Look at John…

IV.

John filled with the Holy Ghost will lead people to:



1.
Repentance




"And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  Matt 3:2

Luke 1:

6  And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

17  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.



2.
John will baptize people




After repentance that is…




a.
"Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham."  Luke 3:8  

Finally 



3.
John will point towards Christ

7  And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.

8  I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.    Mark 1:7-8



4.
Jesus will come, and bring baptism from the outside to the inside, baptizing us with the Holy Ghost

So you say you have been baptized before?

BUT HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST SINCE YE BELIEVE.

Have you been baptized with the Holy Ghost!

Conclusion:

I.

Can a Person be righteous here on Earth?



Zacharias and Elisabeth were both righteous.


Some other examples



1.
Noah



2. 
Enoch



3.
Job

Before Jesus was to make His seen on Earth, there had to be one come who would prepare the way of the Lord. 

II.

One crying in the wilderness.  


John the Baptist!

III.

John the Baptist will do mighty things,


by his own power….


NO - by the Holy Ghost in his soul!

Well if we are filled with the Holy Ghost it has an effect on others.  Look at John…

IV.

John filled with the Holy Ghost will lead people to:



1.
Repentance




"And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  Matt 3:2



2.
John will baptize people




After repentance that is…



3.
John will point towards Christ



4.
Jesus will come, and bring baptism from the outside to the inside, baptizing us with the Holy Ghost

So you say you have been baptized before?

BUT HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST SINCE YE BELIEVE.

Have you been baptized with the Holy Ghost!

John the Baptist, 12-10-06 PM NGMC, 4-3-11 AM NGMC.doc






Last printed 4/3/2011 2:45:00 AM

Page 1 of 3 (A)





Page 1 of 3 (B)

