
There’s a difference in religion and salvation

Now Jesus said to Nicodemus,

Except a man be born again,

He cannot enter in the Kingdom,

Are sure about your soul my friend,

Chorus:

There’s a difference in religion and salvation,

For religion can be based on hate or love,

Most everybody has religion, But a Christian has salvation,

And salvation comes from God above

It’s not every one who sayeth Lord, Lord,

Our Saviour said would enter in,

But those who keep our God’s commandments,

Take their cross and endure to the end.

Chorus:

There’s a difference in religion and salvation,

For religion can be based on hate or love,

Most everybody has religion, But a Christian has salvation,

And salvation comes from God above

Come let us draw ever nearer,

And our every weight lay aside,

With the sins that so easily beset us,

Run the race without haste without pride

Chorus:

There’s a difference in religion and salvation,

For religion can be based on hate or love,

Most everybody has religion, But a Christian has salvation,

And salvation comes from God above
It’s Not About Religion
There’s a Difference between Religion and Salvation
Acts 17:

22 ¶ Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.       (Could also be translated Religious)

23  For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

24  God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25  Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

26  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

27  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

29  Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.

30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:

31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

It’s Not about Religion

1.   Religious Practices

People can have religious Practices but not have God
22 ¶ Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.       (Could also be translated Religious)

Adam Clarke wrote:

Ye are too superstitious.] I perceive that in all respects ye are greatly addicted to religious practices; and, as a religious people, you will candidly hear what I have got to say in behalf of that worship which I practice and recommend. 
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There were not really worshiping the true God, but they were so religious that they wanted to make sure they left no God noticed so they even had an altar to the Unknown God!
23ab  For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD….. 
So Paul goes on to tell them about the Unknown God they should be worshipping

23c …..Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.
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2.
Paul Declares Who God is to fill there Unknown God

24  God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25  Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

26  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

27  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
It’s Not about Religion
3.
The Trouble with Man Made Religions

The trouble with Religion is people fashion a God after there own choosing.

29  Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.
What is Religion?
Religion Definition by Dictionary.com:
1. a set of beliefs concerning the cause, nature, and purpose of the universe, esp. when considered as the creation of a superhuman agency or agencies, usually involving devotional and ritual observances, and often containing a moral code governing the conduct of human affairs.  

2. a specific fundamental set of beliefs and practices generally agreed upon by a number of persons or sects: the Christian religion; the Buddhist religion.  

3. the body of persons adhering to a particular set of beliefs and practices: a world council of religions.  

4. the life or state of a monk, nun, etc.: to enter religion.  

5. the practice of religious beliefs; ritual observance of faith.  

6. something one believes in and follows devotedly; a point or matter of ethics or conscience: to make a religion of fighting prejudice.  

7. religions, Archaic. religious rites.  

8. Archaic. strict faithfulness; devotion: a religion to one's vow.  
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4.
At times God Winked But now command all to repent
30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:

31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

2 Corinthians 7:10  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

John 4:

19  The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.

20  Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.

21  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22  Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.

23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

So How do we get to the place we can worship him in Spirit and Truth?

Ps 51:6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

Did You know there used to be a saying “Get Religion”

Definition by Dictionary.com:
get religion, Informal.


a. to acquire a deep conviction of the validity of religious beliefs and practices.  


b. to resolve to mend one's errant ways: The company got religion and stopped making dangerous products.  

So how do you become a true worshipper of God?

For starters…..It’s Not about Religion



FOR:

There’s a difference in religion and salvation,

For religion can be based on hate or love,

Most everybody has religion, But a Christian has salvation,

And salvation comes from God above

Song on next page….
There’s a difference in religion and salvation

Now Jesus said to Nicodemus,

Except a man be born again,

He cannot enter in the Kingdom,

Are sure about your soul my friend,

Chorus:

There’s a difference in religion and salvation,

For religion can be based on hate or love,

Most everybody has religion, But a Christian has salvation,

And salvation comes from God above

It’s not every one who sayeth Lord, Lord,

Our Saviour said would enter in,

But those who keep our God’s commandments,

Take their cross and endure to the end.

Chorus:

There’s a difference in religion and salvation,

For religion can be based on hate or love,

Most everybody has religion, But a Christian has salvation,

And salvation comes from God above

Come let us draw ever nearer,

And our every weight lay aside,

With the sins that so easily beset us,

Run the race without haste without pride

Salvation = Redemption & Regeneration

Dictionary

–noun 1. the act of saving or protecting from harm, risk, loss, destruction, etc.  

2. the state of being saved or protected from harm, risk, etc.  

3. a source, cause, or means of being saved or protected from harm, risk, etc.  

4. Theology. deliverance from the power and penalty of sin; redemption.  

· What is Salvation?


God inspired me with the following definition after seeking God for truth and reading From Harper’s Bible Dictionary: 

Salvation = deliverance from sin and its consequences, and the coming to peace and reconciliation with God.




And…

A salvation that still left sin in command was not salvation in any sense

Redemption 

The purchase back of something that had been lost, by the payment of a ransom. The Greek word so rendered is _apolutrosis_, a word occurring nine times in Scripture, and always with the idea of a ransom or price paid, i.e., redemption by a lutron (see) #Mt 20:28 Mr 10:45 There are instances in the LXX. Version of the Old Testament of the use of _lutron_ in man’s relation to man #Le 19:20 25:51 Ex 21:30 #Nu 35:31,32 Isa 45:13 Pr 6:35 and in the same sense of man’s relation to God #Nu 3:49 18:15 There are many passages in the New Testament which represent Christ’s sufferings under the idea of a ransom or price, and the result thereby secured is a purchase or redemption (comp.) #Ac 20:28 1Co 6:19,20 Ga 3:13 4:4,5 Eph 1:7 #Col 1:14 1Ti 2:5,6 Ti 2:14 Heb 9:12 1Pe 1:18,19 Re 5:9 The idea running through all these texts, however various their reference, is that of payment made for our redemption. The debt against us is not viewed as simply cancelled, but is fully paid. Christ’s blood or life, which he surrendered for them, is the "ransom" by which the deliverance of his people from the servitude of sin and from its penal consequences is secured. It is the plain doctrine of Scripture that "Christ saves us neither by the mere exercise of power, nor by his doctrine, nor by his example, nor by the moral influence which he exerted, nor by any subjective influence on his people, whether natural or mystical, but as a satisfaction to divine justice, as an expiation for sin, and as a ransom from the curse and authority of the law, thus reconciling us to God by making it consistent with his perfection to exercise mercy toward sinners" (Hodge’s Systematic Theology).

Regeneration 

Only found in #Mt 19:28 Ti 3:5 This word literally means a "new birth." The Greek word so rendered (palingenesia) is used by classical writers with reference to the changes produced by the return of spring. 

1. In #Mt 19:28 the word is equivalent to the "restitution of all things" #Ac 3:21 

2. In #Ti 3:5 it denotes that change of heart elsewhere spoken of 

a. as a passing from death to life #1Jo 3:14 

b. becoming a new creature in Christ Jesus #2Co 5:17 

c. being born again #Joh 3:5 

d. a renewal of the mind #Ro 12:2 

e. a resurrection from the dead #Eph 2:6 

f. a being quickened #Eph 2:1,5 

g. This change is ascribed to the Holy Spirit. It originates not with man but with God #Joh 1:12,13 1Jo 2:29 5:1,4 

h. As to the nature of the change, it consists in the implanting of a new principle or disposition in the soul; the impartation of spiritual life to those who are by nature "dead in trespasses and sins." 

i. The necessity of such a change is emphatically affirmed in Scripture #Joh 3:3 Ro 7:18 8:7-9 1Co 2:14 Eph 2:1 4:21-24

· How many think they can just believe and that is all that is needed?

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
“Believeth”  Strong’s definition from On-Line Bible

In Greek the word is “pisteuo”  (pist-yoo'-o )

1) used in the NT of the conviction and trust to which a man is impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of soul 

2) to trust in Jesus or God as able to aid either in obtaining or in doing something: saving faith
It means you will believe in Christ with all of your heart, soul, and mind to a point of being changed within.   Allowing the Holy Spirit to change your life.


How can you be saved?  Open Bible to John Chap. 3


Within John 3:3 it states:  Jesus said; “…Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”

It is only by Jesus, and Jesus only.  John 14:6 is very clear


“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

For more information on how to be saved.

See pamphlet:  “How do you get to Heaven”

· What is Sanctification?

Desire of a pure heart

Consecration

Achieving faith (Child like faith)

Whatever God wants for your life is in accordance with you.

Be filled with the Holy Ghost (Spiritual Baptism)


You will know by the witness of the Holy Sprit when you have been sanctified.

Look at the second part of this verse:  1John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

For more information on sanctification.

See pamphlet:  “How do you get to Heaven”
· What is Backsliding?

Fall back into sin after being saved, and stay in that condition.  

The moment you return to a status of salvation you are no longer a backslider.  

You don’t have to stay a backslider; the devil is the only one who makes you think that you cannot ever come back to the Lord.  

· How do you stay saved?

1 John 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

Galatians 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

James 4:7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.




Keep you eyes on Jesus.
Which soda company used the slogan: 

“It’s the Real Thing?”

 

 


There are many who describe their product as real, authentic, legitimate, original, genuine, etc… Who wants the fake? Which would taste better, artificial sweeteners or real sugar? We all value that which is REAL. 


While we can enjoy a generic cola, most would agree that it does not compare to a real Coke or Pepsi. 


Today many profess to be Christians, but what are the evidences to demonstrate that we are a real Christian? Can we know that we are truly God’s Child? Can we have a work of grace in our lives that produces a changed character and values of life?


While many in this world may be very moral, this does not open a door to Heaven. Only those who truly are a child of God can enter Heaven.  Heaven is a place where no sin can enter in. “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” Rev. 21:27  

Does the Word of God teach us that we can know we are born of God, or is it just a matter of faith alone that we are born of God? “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” 1 John 5:13 


We are saved by grace through faith: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” Eph. 2:8-10 

But faith without works is dead:  “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?” James 2:20   “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” James 2:26 

The book of 1 John is like an assurance of salvation test.  Let’s look at scriptures in 1 John that proves to us if we are born of God: 

“If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”  1 John 1:6-7  

“And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John 2:3-4 

“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.” 1 John 3:9-10


Some people think we cannot help but to be sinners, because we all sin every day, yet God’s Word teaches us there is forgiveness and deliverance from our sins. Have you guessed the correct answer to the soda trivia question yet? Have you the evidence of salvation and know you are “The Real Thing” when it comes to Biblical Christianity? Are you more interested in knowing the answer to the trivia question than knowing your heart is right with God and where you will spend eternity? While Coke is the answer to the trivia question, Jesus Christ is the answer to you being “The Real Thing.” With God’s help, a truly repentant sinner is changed and has new hope and help to live above sin as they stay close to God in prayer, Bible reading, Christian fellowship, and witnessing. So based on Scripture, are you a real Christian? You can be “The Real Thing.” Seek God until you have been transformed with a new heart! Please read Ezekiel 36:26-27 to know of this miracle work.
There’s a difference in religion and salvation

Now Jesus said to Nicodemus,

Except a man be born again,

He cannot enter in the Kingdom,

Are sure about your soul my friend,

Chorus:

There’s a difference in religion and salvation,

For religion can be based on hate or love,

Most everybody has religion, But a Christian has salvation,

And salvation comes from God above

It’s not every one who sayeth Lord, Lord,

Our Saviour said would enter in,

But those who keep our God’s commandments,

Take their cross and endure to the end.

Chorus:

There’s a difference in religion and salvation,

For religion can be based on hate or love,

Most everybody has religion, But a Christian has salvation,

And salvation comes from God above

Come let us draw ever nearer,

And our every weight lay aside,

With the sins that so easily beset us,

Run the race without haste without pride
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And salvation comes from God above
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