9 Reasons for Humility

Text: John 15:1-8

1 ¶  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

3  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.

4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
6  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

Key: "without me ye can do nothing"
Notes take from the book 

Prevailing Prayer or the Secret of Soul Winning, Leture IV, Prevailing Prayer and Humiliy, Pages 44-45

Why should we be humble?

James 4

7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

8  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.

9  Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.

10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

5013 tapeinow tapeinoo tap-i-no’-o 

from 5011; TDNT-8:1,1152; v 

AV-humble 6, abase 5, humble (one’s) self 2, bring low 1; 14 

1) to make low, bring low 

1a) to level, reduce to a plain 

1b) metaph. to bring into a humble condition, reduce to meaner circumstances 

1b1) to assign a lower rank or place to 

1b2) to abase 

1b3) to be ranked below others who are honoured or rewarded 

1b4) to humble or abase myself by humble living 

1c) to lower, depress 

1c1) of one’s soul bring down one’s pride 

1c2) to have a modest opinion of one’s self 

1c3) to behave in an unassuming manner 

1c4) devoid of all haughtiness
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REASONS FOR HUMILITY = 31~ l§ s ¢ il
Why should we be humble? Lo 1ot ek 0§

(1.) Because, humility is enjoined. “Humble yourselves in the sight

of the Lord.” We should cultivate the deepest sense of our indescribable

unworthiness in the sight of God. If any good is done by us, it is all of

grace, for: “Without Me,” said the Master, “ye can do nothing.” We are and
ever will be, zzunproﬁta[;ie servants.” E—
(2.) We should be humble, because of the humble origin and frailty

of our bodies. “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,” is the Di-
vine decree. Al pride of personal beauty should be mortified by remem-
bering the frailties of our bodies, and that all native personal attractiveness
is a gift of infinite goodness, to be appreciated but not worshipped. When
Abraham prevailed with God in prayer, he declared himself to be “but dust
and ashies.” Of course Abraham was an oldqmaﬂy
his superiors, w\’ﬂ‘l need to pity his weakness and exercise for him a great

charity. Sancus

(3) We should be humble because of our exceedingly limited
knowledge and consequent liability to err. While we recognize man as the
crown of creation in this world, yet he is infinitely beneath God in his pow-
ers, knowledge and moral character. Luther said: “I fear the pope-self more
than I fear the pope of Romel” — ==

(4) We should be humble because of the moral corruption of the
uncleansed héart. How humiliating the statement of God’s word: “The
heart is deceitful above ALL things, and DESPERATELY wicked.” How
humiliating the fact that there Is no conceivable wickedhess of which the
human heart is not capable! No conceivable wickedness into which you or I
may not falll (O, what an incentive to cling to God for helpl'Where it exists,
the confession ommﬁeﬁt—: heartfelt and definite”
confession is an essential condition of acceptable prayer. Solomon said
(Prov. 22:13): “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper, but whoso con-
fesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy,” My brethren, : standing in the
light of God’s word and of the coming judgment, have we been measuring’
up to the standard of Christian living and Christian character, as revealed in
\t_l%‘ﬁﬁ_]y/_slcﬁpmresi To be indifferent to the claims of God upoh us is a
«crime against God, against our own souls and against humanity,

When God’s judgments were about to fall on Nineveh, and the "
alarming news came to the ears of the king, “he arose from his throne and”
he laid his robe from him, and covered himself with sackcloth and sat in
. ashes, and he caused it to be proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh
by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying: Let neither man nor beast,
.herd nor flock taste anything. Let them not feed nor drink water; but let’
every beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God.” God.
heard the cry of the humbled and repenting Ninevites and spared their city.
_//Ygr@we too must go down on our faces before God hefore He will

“answer our prayer and bestow such a blessing as we need.
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(5.) We should be humble because of the many sins of our past
life—sins of the heart and outer life. What a multitude of sins appears in
i urch members! Worldly-mindedness, pride, levity, lying (“any’
species of deception for a selfish reasg@%._”—lﬁnney.), c::ee\.tirlg,\E}“%Z
ocrisy 1 prayer, and contessions to God when we do not really mean all
\ghamiﬂ’[ﬁﬁﬁiﬂgence of a bad temper, ingratitude, want of supreme
love to God, neglect.of the Bible, ief or want of faith, neglect of ear-

“nest, beseeching prayer, neglect of the public means of grace, the heartless

thanner in which duties have been performed, want of love : and solicitude

for soﬁls,,ng’gljaz:tjaf watchfulness over our own lives, and of self-denial.

How often to escape reproach, or not to lose the good will of some of-
fender against God and His truth, have we compromised with wrong, vio-
lated our consciences, grieved the Holy Spirit, and brought spiritual-death
upon ourselves and upon the church. There is no use for the minister or

church to look for a revival until their hearts are broken down—until they
are deeply and consciously humbled before God.
© " (6) We should be humble because of our absolute dependence for
our being and everything of worldly good or grace, that makes the continu-
ance of our being possible or endurable®What have ve, that ye have not
received? What had we when we came info this world? “Every good and
ex;}ellg'ex‘féct gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of
lights.”
" 9(7) We should be humble because God blesses the humble and
makes them efficient in saving others, T

" (8) Because, pride is one of the t offensive si od, and

one of the preatest sins against Him, for(it is worshipping self instead o

Gol d taking to self the glory that belo: . “God resisteth the
proud, but giveth grace to the fe. nk that is the reason so

ybe 1t ook into this matter.

‘many of us have so little gzacsi,,lgfl.aybe; is. Let us look )
(9? The humblest is the greatest. “Whosoever therefore shall hum-

ble himself as this Tl child, the same is. the greatest in the kingdom of .

heven>

. ATTITUDE OF THE HUMBLE TOWARDS OTHERS

What is the bearing of the humble, towards their fellows? The Apos-
tle says: “In lowliness of mind, let each esteem other better than them-
selves.” In their temper towards others, they are “kindly affectioned, one to
another with brotherly love in honor, preferring one another.” In their con-
duct toward each other they are subject one to another.

EXAMPLES OF HUMILITY
In the Scriptures we find many examples of humility, Paul writing
the Philippians (2:4-9), says:, “Look not every man on his own things, but
every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery
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