How to Live a Victorious Life in Christ

Read Text:

Psalms 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

If we will set our will to hid God’s word in our heart we need not ever sin against God.

Psalms 1

1 ¶  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

4 ¶  The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.

5  Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

6  For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

Text example of Peter:

Mt. 26:30-35, 69-75

33  Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.

34  Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.

35  Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.

In-1.
Peter thought Himself strong 33-35

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.      1 Corinthians 10:12  

when we think we can partake in this pleasure or that pleasure, take heed least we fall.

In-2.
Christ warned Peter- 31, 34
31 ¶ Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.
34  Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.


Peter refused to listen to Jesus!

Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.



though I should die with thee.

Today God has laid it on my heart to warn you against backsliding!

I'm going to share a little outline that I heard Keith Daniels preach on tape.  I probable won't do it much justice.  May God anoint this message as much if not more that Keith Daniels when it is preached!  All Glory belongs unto God, for a I noting more than a Helpless preacher with out the anointing of the Holy Ghost!

Dust on the Bible

A young man who was to meet some friends for a night of fun, was looking in the mirror while getting ready for the evening.  He saw his bible sitting on the dresser and with the angle of light hiting the bible and from his angle of view he seen a layer of dust on top of the bible.  It was then that God spoke to this young man and said:  “you backside because of this!”

Is there dust on your bible?

Does you bible ever get read?

1.
Enter into your day deeply soaking yourself in the word of God!

· R. J. Sheriffs, one of the greatest theologians from oxford university has written in the inside cover of this bible::  "sin will keep me from the bible, but the bible will keep me from sin"
· Psalm 1:2 reads:  "But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night"


we must not only read but meditate on it,


we must be consumed by the Word.


we must be soaked in the word


we must be unhurried in the Word 

· Pslam 119:11 “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”
· Do we soak ourselves in the Word?
Let’s cry out…

· Psalm 119:133  Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.
Beaten for the Word, and still wanted more of the Word

There was a man in a detention center in South Africa who sometime after getting diligently saved was beaten severely.  Keith Daniel was called to see this young man.  He ask him what happened.  He said that he was reading his bible and the other guys in the center attacked him, they tore his bible in peaces and beat him severely.  His only request was that he wanted another bible.


He wanted the word of God.  


Tell me, what keeps you from reading the bible?

This man was even willing to be beaten for reading the bible.  What cost will you sacrifice to read the Bible.


Just a little bit of your time, is that too much.

You backslide because you don’t read THE BIBLE!
2.
Enter into your day with deep unhurried communion with God in pray
Ge 3:8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

Enoch walked with God=habitual fellowship with God

· James 2:23  And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.
3.
Set your will every morning to witness to as many souls as God opens opportunity.

· Jesus command us to go out and share the Gospel!


Matthew recorded it like this: "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations..."

Mark said it like this:  "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature."

4.
Be in public worship whenever the doors of your church are open.

Hebrews 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

· to may they may not go back into deep sin, but they just grow lukewarm.

Revelation 3:16  “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.”
Matthew 26:

69 ¶ Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee.

70  But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest.

71  And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.

72  And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.

73  And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee.

74  Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.

75  And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.

· Peter wept bitterly when he realized he had gone back on Christ.  
· Peter rent his heart, he tore his heart at the way he had denied Christ.

· He was broken

Peter was warned but didn’t listen.

People are warned all the time, but do they listen.

How are you personal times with God?

Is their dust on your Bible?

When’s the last time you met with God? 


I’m not saying just saying a few word, but When is the last time you poured your heart out before God

1.
Enter into your day deeply soaking yourself in the word of God!

2.
Enter into your day with deep unhurried communion with God in pray
3.
Set your will every morning to witness to as many souls as God opens opportunity.

4.
Be in public worship whenever the doors of your church are open.

Some reasons why Christians backslide
1.
Because they did not learn to love the Lord after being saved through a fear that led them to the alter.

2.
Their Devotional life was left become a burden rather than an enjoyment and privilege of their walk with the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.
Family and/or Friends who are not currently saved led them away because they don't believe we have to do this or that to be a Christian.
4.
Not wiling to tell others about Christ and their conversion.  (Fear of Man!)

5.
Grown weary of temptation and stopped submitting themselves to God and resisting Satan.

6.
Received new light and won't obey, or went back on light God gave them, hence grieving God’s Holy Spirit.

7.
Misunderstanding the Bible, and taking Man's interpretation over the truth within the Word.

8.
There salvation experience had great emotion and now that they are not feeling like they are saved they give up.  True salvation is not about feelings. There are some feelings at times, but just because we don’t feel saved does not mean we are not.

9.
Would not take godly counsel from pastor and other real true Christians.

10.
Are led away with strange doctrines contrary to scriptural truth.

11.
Participated in many churches rather sticking to the true doctrinal Holiness Churches.

12.
Continued to feed themselves with sinful pleasures and entertainment.  
Psalms 101:3  I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.

Are we truly determined to be done with sin?

1.
Enter into your day deeply soaking yourself in the word of God!

2.
Enter into your day with deep unhurried communion with God in pray
3.
Set your will every morning to witness to as many souls as God opens opportunity.

4.
Be in public worship whenever the doors of your church are open.
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