How may we be Cleansed from Sin?

Introduction:

God’s providence in his message to the people.

How on Saturday night God revealed to me the topic for tonight.  It amazing how this message comes out of 1 John 1, just as did our Sunday school lesson and some of Bro. Anthony’s messages Sunday night.  God is in Control.
This message is as much for me as it is for anyone here tonight.

Call to open bibles….1st John 1 and Palms 51

Reading:

1 John 1:5-7

5 ¶ This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

6  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  Repeat verse 7
Prayer

· How may we be cleansed from Sin?

This is a two fold message in that it applies both to committed Sin and the inward nature of Sin.

Christ blood can cleanse you from both.

Read Palms 51:5-10

Again.

1 John 1:7 tells us that  “if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
walk in the light, as he is in the light,

God is the light.  If we want to be with him we must walk in the light also,  As we walk in the light it cleanses us.  O`Cleanseth us LORD,  O`cleanseth us LORD,  he will cleanseth us if we walk in the light with him, the key here is with him…

Don’t you want to walk next to him, fell his presence in our soul,   

O`to feel the presence of the lord. Hallelujah
· So how do we walk with him? pause How do we walk in the light with him.

Well a thought that comes to mind when I thought of this was:  Night Fishing

Illustration:

While night fishing with my brother we were walking down a dark path at the over spill stream of Failers lake between Beaver Springs and Benfer PA…Describe the path scenery ….when the light was shining just right I could see every step, but when I was out of the light, I could not see at all.  If the light only shined on the path, what do you think would happen when you stepped off of the path?
If you get out of the light you can not see where you are going, or even how you got there.  I  can’t help but wonder, what would have happened if the light had gone out on us walking way out there in the middle of this high grass area which is probable full of snakes.  Well the world is full of snakes, real snakes.  Now I’m not talking about a slimy slithering snake but that wicked Devil.   Thank the lord that if we are on the path of righteousness in the light that we can stay away from the snakes.  .  We must stay in the light,  The light opens the pathways, and the pathway leads to the light!

To walk with him in the light, we must………….

1.  Keep His Commandments.

In Proverbs and John we see a few reminders about the commandments of the lord…

My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: Proverbs 3:1

If ye love me, keep my commandments. . John 14:15  proof of your love for him
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; John 15:10  His promise of his love….

We must walk in the Light…..to be cleansed

We must walk in the Light……

To walk with him in the light, we must………….

2. read the WORD OF GOD!  

How can we keep his commandments if we don’t know them?  How can we walk on the path with out a map.

A few verses:

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. Josh.1:8
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  Palms 1:1-2
And when Jesus was tempted, how did he defend himself, ………. by the Word of God
Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Matthew 4:10  This is but one of the three times Jesus used scripture to overcome temptation….

          We must be deep in the word of God if we want to walk with him

What’s wrong in the world today, are there any parents left who still make there children read the bible???  Think about it….

We must walk in the Light…..to be cleansed

How do we stay in touch with the LORD???

3.  Prayer

And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. Matthew 21:22

Look how Jesus prayed in order to keep in communion with God:

And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. Luke 6:12  Continued all night in prayer!

Some other examples of prayer and the need

And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.

These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. Acts 1:13-14  What did they do before the holy Ghost came at penticost.   They prayed for days,…..for DAYS
Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; Romans 12:12  “instant in prayer”  What do you think instant means?  Well the Greek is an-ay'-mer-os which means: savage:--fierce.  Pray fiercely.

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; Colossians 4:2  Continue in prayer and watch with thanksgiving.  In Faith and with Thanksgiving!

Purify yourself from past wrongs…. This will aid in your ability to walk in peace with God.

4. Restitution

When Jesus went to Zacchaeus house what did Zacchaeus do?
Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house  Luke 19:8-9

You see we must make right our wrongs.  The Lord brought this to me by reviling yet another one of my restitution required acts.  Set them right as the Holy Ghost shows you.

If there is time talk about some of my restitution I had to make.

Cleansed from sin

“if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

Can you feel the need,  Can you!

In conclusion:

How may we be cleansed from Sin?  By the Blood of Jesus Christ and only by his Blood,

“if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

IF --- IF --- if we walk in the light..  the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.

Keep his comandments

Stay in the Word

Prayer

Restitution

Walk in the light

He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.  1 John 2:6
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  Gal. 5:16

Walk by faith and trust in the Lord….

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called  Eph.4:1

Walk in the light and be cleansed.

You can be cleansed from the inward sin. Through the constant walk with the Lord.

Holiness unto the Lord….is the only way.

Holiness unto the Lord….is the only way.

Holiness unto the Lord….is the only way.

