Is There a Literal Hell?

Luke 16:19-31

Philippians 2:12 ¶  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

Why do People Go to Hell?

What will Hell Be like?

What of people who are really all that bad, but just aren't very religious?

Do I have to be a bad person to go to Hell

I.
Was the Rich man a bad person?


A.
He was clothed in purple and fine 


B.
fared sumptuously every day


C.
He had all he needed but



1.
Surely he must have gave to the needy



2.
Fed the Poor



3.
Clothed the cold and shameful 

II.
So what was the rich man's crime?


A.
He did not share


B.
His life was all about him


C.
He did not take time of God



So he actually Idolized other things,




He served another God


"Thou shalt have no other gods before me." Ex. 20:3


"No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon."  Luke 16:13

Why a punishment, why must there be a hell?

III.

Because of Sin

Genesis 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

Sin destroys your relationship with God

The Glass illustration:


IT ONLY TAKES ONE!

Ezekiel 18:4  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

What of the punishment for sin.

So what of the rich mans punishment?  

IV.

What will hell be like?


A.
A place without God!


26  And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.

1.
I think of being in a prisoner of war situation, there is no one to help in your torments.  They can torment you without cause and to no end.  Whatever happens will happen.



2.
A car skidding out of control, you have no control on the situation.

Illustration:  My Cheville on the curve on Middle 

Road, out of control, nothing I could do

Hell will be a 


B.
Burning without end:

And Rich man:

23  And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

25  But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.


Rev 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
Rev. 14:9  And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,

10  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:

11  And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

12  Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

V.
The rich mans plea for his family to be saved now knowing the damnation that has take him for his folly in life

27  Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house:

28  For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.

29  Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.

30  And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.

31  And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

Hell is a wicked place that was not meant for man to go to, but sin cause us to have to pay a price.  Rebellion against God has an end and the end there of is death.

Hebrews 9:27  And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

There is victory in Jesus

John 3:

16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

20  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

21  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

I close with the Bro. Lundmark’s Pastors Column  from May 19, 2005
Philippians 2:12 ¶  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

No Eternal Hell?
Martin Appel, killer of three women in a Bath bank robbery, later stated his beliefs about hell, "There is no hell that lasts forever.  God is too merciful to leave souls burning in flames forever" (The Morning Call, 6/8/88).  Obviously, Appel preferred human reasoning over biblical truth which reveals God as both merciful and just!  Justice requires penalty for man’s sin which is why God in His love for us (John 3:16) mercifully gave His son as a sacrifice on the cross. 

Jesus spoke of eternal punishment.  He declared God will say, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire."  And explained, "these shall go away into everlasting punishment" (Mt. 25:41, 46).  He warned of us being "cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched."  Contrary to Appel’s theory, Jesus repeatedly declared in Mark 9:43-48 that people in hell are alive forever, "dieth not" (3 times), and that the fire there never goes out (5 times).  

The Bible describes the punishment of the ungodly in Rev. 14:10-11, "...and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night."  Note also:  "everlasting burnings" (Is. 30:33); "unquenchable fire" (Matt. 3:12); place of "weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 8:12; 13:50); "cast into everlasting fire" (Matt. 18:8); "cast into hell fire" Matt. 18:9); "punished with everlasting destruction" (II Thess. 1:9).
Only those whose names are "written in the book of life" will escape "the lake of fire" (Rev. 20:15). Get your name in that book--accept Jesus as your Savior now.  "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:36).

Philippians 2:12 ¶  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
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