HEAVEN

From Sermon book of Stephen's

WHAT HEAVEN IS
'And the City had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it."—Revelation 21:23, 24.

Heaven is attractive to the good, because of four facts
about it.

I.—Heaven IS THE PRESENCE OF god.

This is the greatest wonder of Heaven.


1. We shall realize it—we shall see God. Even now, when we feel Him near, we can bear and do all His will; then we shall see Him in all His glory, and be with Him.


2. We shall understand His will.—Now, it is often hidden in mystery ; then, we shall see that all is good.

Sometimes with our friends things happen that we cannot
understand; they puzzle and grieve us ; but a few words of
explanation, and we see it all! So, when we go Home at last, God will make His ways plain.


3. We shall love Him more than ever when we see His
glory.—The cross will be more wonderful to us when we see what He left to hang upon it. The Blood will be more
precious than ever to our victorious souls when we see Him
on His Throne of light, wearing the vesture dipped in
Blood.—Revelation 21:13.

II.—Heaven IS A PLACE OF HAPPINESS.


1. It will have in it all that will make every one there most happy.—Some natures need one thing, some another.


One seeks companionship. Look at the companions there!


Another pleasures. Look at the pleasures there—( rivers 
of them—love, music, song, and no more night or tears.


Another likes quiet and rest and home. What rest there,
and peace!  No Devil, no sin, no sorrow. Think of the joy
of families in Heaven—mothers and fathers and all their
children Home at last.


2. There will be happy service.—They serve Him day and night—perhaps sent on missions to other worlds. What bliss!  'Workers together with God' down here to be workers with Him, for ever.

III.—Heaven IS A PLACE OF PROGRESS.


The soul goes on expanding and learning for ever and ever.—
Think of what you are as a man compared with the babe !
You have grown in body and mind. Think of what you
are now as a Salvationist; look at yourself when you
were saved—your weakness, your ignorance—and then
at yourself now. Think of yourself when you have been in
Heaven fifty years, living only among the good and holy
and beautiful. Your ability for goodness^ and your ability
to enjoy will ever increase.


Notice also that this may be so in Hell—the capacity to
suffer may ever go on increasing. It is impossible to stop
Think of fifty years in Hell!

IV.——Heaven IS A PLACE OF PURITY.


1. Nothing there which is unlike God. No bad men ; no
bad natures ; no temptation.


Nothing impure—all in the light.


2. Nothing can get in that defileth.—Devils and defilers cure all left outside the gates—' For without are dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters,
and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.'


3. Still many are inside who once were vile and filthy.—
They washed their robes and made them white in the Blood
of the Lamb before they got in.

Have you that Blood-washed robe on T
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