The heart of the Matter

Jeremiah 17:9

5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.

6  For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.

7  Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.

8  For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.

9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

10  I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.

5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.

Prayer

What makes a man kill another man?

What makes a person go out and break in to a place and steal.

What makes a person lie to another.


Think of the Husband who lies to his wife.






Or wife to the husband


Think of the child who lies to their parents.




the employee to the employer of VS. lies to the 

Why does a person focus more on themselves than on others?

Why does one give into what a group is doing rather than stand up for what is right.

Because "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:"

I.
People so often blame the devil when it is their own heart that is the problem.

O' you should see what Satan made Jimmy do.  It was offal the way he was tempted.  He tried so hard not to but he gave in.  That rotten devil he got him again.

No it was not the devil that decided to do the wrong it was Jimmy.  

Let's say it and see like it is.  Jimmy did the bad deed, the devil didn't do it.

Illustration, of tee shirt says:  

When I was a little my sister had a teeshirt that said "The devil made me do it." All the ladies thought it was so cute.


It's not cute!  It is a deceitful trick of the devil to take the blame off ourselves and blame it on him.

It is not the devil who made you do it, it was you who chose to do it.


When a person escapes the blame, they cannot deal with their own heart where the problem really is.

Now many of us will agree that the sinner is lost and their heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.

II.
But lets look at the heart of Christians today.
Positive things:

· What makes a Christian love God with all their being?

· Why do those Christians love so much that they are willing to give of themselves until they can give no more?  

Sometimes even unto death.

· Why do Christians go get so much help from God in prayer?  Why does God answer when they call?
· Why do Christians work so heart?

· Why are Christians honest in every thing they do?

Because there Heart is where it needs to be.

Negative things:

· What makes a Christian not reach out the help someone in need?

· What makes a Christian an inactive in reaching out to a lost world of souls?

· What makes a Christian not attend on a regular basis?

· What makes a Christian stagnate in their devotions?

· Bible reading, personal worship, prayer

· What makes a Christian focus on themselves more than others?
· What makes a Christian not spend time in prayer?

Why?  

Is it is perhaps because their heart has departed from the Lord? 


Jer. 17:5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.
You see the Heart is the center of a person problems

III.

The heart is the heart of the Matter

It's not your neighbor fault you got mad!

It's not your boyfriend's fault you did what you did!

It's because of your wife you lied!

It's not your husband fault you didn't do what you said you were going to!

It's not your child's fault.

It's not mom or dad's fault.

And it is not the Devils fault

Is it your heart?

What about our heart today?
5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.

God said that a man whose heart is departed from the Lord is cursed.

Departeth=soor in Hebrew

Meaning:

to turn aside, depart from way, avoid, to be removed, to come to an end, to turn aside, retract, reject, abolish 

We become a child of God by a birth experience, we stay alive in Christ  by our obedience to God's word and faith in Jesus Christ.

With the heart I would like to look at few key points today.

1.
A person's heart is out of tune with God if he had not come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ as his Saviour.


Jesus has the cure.  He cures the broken hearted.

Psalms 34:18  The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.

Notice the Lord is nigh to who?  Those who "are of a broken heart!"

Notice who the Lord saves?  


"saveth such as be of a contrite spirit."

Contrite:

Hebrew = dakka 

who are crushed (1). 

dust (as pulverized)

To be saved we must have a broken heart that we are crushed in our spirit.  
Humble ourselves and depend fully upon Jesus Christ for our salvation


Then and only then can we be saved

2.
A Christian that has silenced God in their lives by their disobedience has a heart problem once again.


If we have offended God we need to get our heart back in order.  


Jesus Christ will heal the broken hearted, if we will cry unto him.

3.
If we loose our burden for the lost, we have lost Christ in our heart and are lost ourselves.

A Christian's life will revolve around God and His kingdom.  If it does not, he is not God's Child.

God will reunite our hearts with Him if we let Him.

We must have a broken heart and a contrite spirit to be healed on the inside.

To have our hearts healed by Jesus.

Illustration:


My personal heart shattering that brought Christ into my heart.
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