Half Baked Christians
Mt. 15:1-20

1 ¶ Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,

2  Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.

3  But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?

4  For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.

5  But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;

6  And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.

7  Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,

8  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

9  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

10 ¶ And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand:

11  Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.

12  Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?

13  But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.

14  Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.

15  Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto us this parable.

16  And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding?

17  Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught?

18  But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.

19  For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:

20  These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.

Mark said it like this in chapter 7:

14  And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand:

15  There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man.

16  If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.

17  And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable.

18  And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him;

19  Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats?

20  And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.

21  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,

22  Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:

23  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

half baked Christians
Ever make one of those meat pies in the oven.  You know the kind that have chicken or beef and veggies and nice thick broth.  Mummm  sounds good.

But have you ever got one out of the oven too soon, and the dough is all slimy and nasty.  It takes like salty flower soup.  Yuck.

Well I believe there are a lot of half baked Christians in the circles of the world today.  They try to shine like gold but are really just tarnished brass.  They smile while at church then grumble all the day long at home.  

There’s no joy bells when the church services is over.  They can rip up a person on the phone to someone else and think critical thought about them the rest of the day long.

You know the kind the stinick with sour lemon juice spuing out of there mouth every where they go.

You know the month is a good projection of what is in the heart.

 Jesus said:

11  Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.

It is the heart that is exposed when the mouth is opened.

What are the fruits of the Spirit?

Well lets start with what they are not, the Works of the Flesh! 

Galatians 5

9  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

24  And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

26  Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.

Do you have the fruits of the Spirit?

Ephesians 5

3 ¶  But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;

4  Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.

5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

6  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.

7  Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

8  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

10  Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

11  And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

12  For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.

13  But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.

14  Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.

15  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

Romans 1:

19 ¶  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.

20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:

25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

26  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:

27  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.

28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

30  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,

31  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

32  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

Joshua 24:

15 ¶  And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

16  And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods;

We must be determined!
"I am determined, I've made up my mind, I'll serve the Lord.

I've left the world and its pleasures behind, I'll serve the Lord.

I'll follow wherever He leadeth, I'll pasture wherever He feedeth.

I am determined, I've made up my mind, I'll serve the Lord."
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