Great Faith
---Sick of Palsy (Paralyzed)

Mt. 9:1- ¶  And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.

2  And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.

3  And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.

4  And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?

5  For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?

6  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.

7  And he arose, and departed to his house.

8  But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.

Let me share a little illustration with you …. 

Imagine for moment if you were to go into a restaurant and ask the waitress takes your order.  I’ll have the broiled fish, a baked potato and sour cream and chives, and steamed spinach.  Also applesauce with cinnamon.

Do you believe she will bring it?  Do you.  Or do you start to question it.  Well I hope she will bring it.  What if she doesn’t bring it.  What should I do.  I know, I order it again to make sure she will do it.  O’waitress,     O’waitress.  Could you please get me “have the broiled fish, a baked potato and sour cream and chives, and steamed spinach.  Also applesauce with cinnamon.”

Well I think she will bring it this time……. Then a little later….

What if she doesn’t?  What should I do.  I know I’ll ask again….  O’waitress,     O’waitress.  Could you please get me “the broiled fish, a baked potato and sour cream and chives, and steamed spinach.  Also applesauce with cinnamon.”

Definitions of Faith

· Faith is to believe what we do not see; and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe. - Augustine 

· Faith is a voluntary anticipation.?Clement of Alexandria 

· A man lives by believing something, not by debating and arguing about many things. - Thomas Carlyle 

· God our Father has made all things depend on faith so that whoever has faith will have everything, and whoever does not have faith will have nothing.?Martin Luther 

· Faith has to do with things that are not seen and hope with things that are not at hand.?Thomas Aquinas 

· Faith is not merely your holding on to God?it is God holding on to you. He will not let you go! - E. Stanley Jones 

· Understanding is the reward of faith. Therefore seek not to understand that thou mayest believe, but believe that thou mayest understand. - Augustine

Leadership, IV, 4, p. 87.
—-The Leper 

Mt. 8:

1 ¶  When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him.

2  And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

3  And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

4  And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

—-The Centurion 

Mt. 8:10
5 ¶  And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him,

6  And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.

7  And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.

8  The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.

9  For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

10  When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

11  And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.

12  But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

13  And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.

—-The Ruler 

Mt 9
18 ¶  While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.

19  And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples.

20  And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment:

21  For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole.

22  But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.

23  And when Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a noise,

24  He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn.

25  But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose.

26  And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land.

—-The Blind Man 

Mt 9
27 ¶  And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.

28  And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord.

29  Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you.

30  And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that no man know it.

31  But they, when they were departed, spread abroad his fame in all that country.

32  As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil.

33  And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel.

34  But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils.

Frozen Mississippi

When a traveler in the early days of the west, came to the Mississippi, he discovered there was no bridge. Fortunately it was winter and the great river was sheeted over with ice. But the traveler was afraid to trust himself to it, not knowing how thick it was. Finally with infinite caution, he crept on his hands and knees and managed to get halfway over. And then he heard—yes he heard singing from behind. Cautiously he turned, and there, out of the dusk, came another traveler, driving a four-horse load of coal over the ice, singing as he went! 

Source unknown

George Mueller

God delights to increase the faith of His children...I say, and say it deliberately—trials, difficulties and sometimes defeat, are the very food of faith...We should take them out of His hands as evidences of His love and care for us in developing more and more that faith which He is seeking to strengthen in us. - George Mueller

Source unknown

—-The Diseased 

Mt 14
34 ¶  And when they were gone over, they came into the land of Gennesaret.

35  And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country round about, and brought unto him all that were diseased;

36  And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole.

—-The Syrophenician woman 

#Mt 15
21 ¶  Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.

22  And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.

23  But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.

24  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

25  Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.

26  But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs.

27  And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.

28  Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.

—-The Afflicted woman 

#Mr 5
21 ¶  And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea.

22  And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet,

23  And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.

24  And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him.

25  And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,

26  And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,

27  When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.

28  For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.

29  And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.

30  And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?

31  And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?

32  And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing.

33  But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.

34  And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.
Faith and Natural Means

A man named Smith was sitting on his roof during a flood, and the water was up to his feet. Before long a fellow in a canoe paddled past and shouted, “Can I give you a lift to higher ground?” “No, thanks,” said Smith. “I have faith in the Lord and he will save me.” Soon the water rose to Smith’s waist. At this point a motorboat pulled up and someone called out, “Can I give you a lift to higher ground?” “No, thanks. I have faith in the Lord and he will save me.” Later a helicopter flew by, and Smith was now standing on the roof with water up to his neck. “Grab the rope,” yelled the pilot. “I’ll pull you up.” “No, thanks,” said Smith. “I have faith in the Lord and he will save me.” 

But after hours of treading water, poor, exhausted Smith drowned and went to his reward. As he arrived at the Pearly Gates, Smith met his maker and complained about this turn of events. “Tell me, Lord,” he said, “I had such faith in you to save me and you let me down. What happened?” To which the Lord replied, “What do you want from me? I sent you two boats and a helicopter!” 
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