Goodness

Goodness: Fruit of the Spirit

by Melvin Newland

Galatians 5:22

What determines the value of something? A child may think that a quarter is worth more than a dollar bill because the quarter is shiny & pretty, or that a candy bar is worth more than a handful of dollar bills because it wants the candy more… If our house caught fire, one of the first things we would try to save would be a box of family pictures, for they�re valuable to us. But they wouldn't be to you. So how do you determine the value of something?

During the past few weeks, we have…considered the fruit of the Spirit…But what about goodness? I'm afraid that people just don't seem to be very committed to the idea of goodness anymore. While love, joy and peace step to the plate and hit homeruns, goodness does its best just to get a single. To many, goodness is just not considered important or even desirable today. I hope before this morning is over that you will realize that goodness is a very valuable and important "Fruit of the Spirit." 
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The Goodness of God

by Steve Shepherd

Psalms 16:1-11

Is anyone truly good? We often say, "He or she is really a good person." Or "They have a good heart."… Both evil and good come from within. If it's on the outside, it came from within…There is only one person who is truly good, only one who is good to the core, and that is our God. Even though we may not understand everything that goes on in this world (the good and the evil), there is one thing that we must understand. GOD IS GOOD! …We of all people should recognize the goodness of God! We can't expect all people to see God's goodness, but people who truly know Him know that He is good. Our text in Psalms 16 focuses on the goodness of God in the sense of how good God is to us: Good fellowship, Good heritage, Good counsel, and Good hope. 

Full Sermon »

Fruit of the Spirit: Kindness and Goodness

by Denn Guptill

Galatians 5:22-23

Luke 10:25-37

We all know the story…of the Good Samaritan. Even those in the world who don't know that Jesus originally told the story know what a Good Samaritan is. Jesus used this story to illustrate the point of loving those around us. A lawyer had asked Jesus what he had to do to inherit eternal life, and Jesus answer was, "What do you think you have to do?" And the Lawyer answered in Luke 10:27 "'You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.' And, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" To which Jesus responded, "OK, you know what to do. Do it." I love the next part, because the Bible says the lawyer wanted to justify his actions, so he asked "And who is my neighbor?" This would make me think that probably the guy was very religious but not all that much fun to be around. We all know people like that; they find it easier to love God than to love people. 
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Goodness of God

V. David Sedaca

Ruth 2:1-13

As a student of God's Word, I am continually amazed of how He works and has worked in the lives of many people, past-present and future, by the way which literally speaking is not future because He has already revealed it to us. As we study His word, we can trace the many different times throughout the Bible that God has intervened in the lives of individuals and nations to spare them from destruction and defeat. This morning we would like to look at the book of Ruth that would once again help us see the goodness of God, which according to Paul in Romans 2:4 leads us to repentance. Notice with me several things about the goodness of God: Grace, Sovereignty and Direction.
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Goodness and Mercy (Psalm 23) 

by Elmer Towns

Psalm 23:1-6

WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? …You have been feasting in a protected pasture, but now it is time to move on. As you move from one pasture to another, you feel something nipping at your heels. Because we are sinful and guilt-ridden, we think it is a "death shadow" chasing us again. But it is God's two sheep dogs, i.e., goodness and mercy. "The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance" (Rom. 2:4). What good things has God done for you?
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This Week's Videos

 Rewarding the Good 2

Time: 3:00

A boy has a question about God and His decision to hurt Goliath, his mother puts justice in terms he can understand. God rewards the good and punishes the bad.

click to watch »

 Good Enough

Time: 3:37

We asked people on the street about their thoughts on goodness. We first asked them if they think people are, in general, good or bad. Then we asked them if they thought they were good people. We also asked them if they thought they were good enough.

click to watch »

 Good-O-Meter

Time: 2:56

Several people step on a scale called a Good-O-Meter to see if they can get into heaven, but only one person is good enough to get in: Christ.

click to watch »

This Week's Sermon Illustrations

If You Believe that People are Basically Good…

Source: Dennis Prager, December 31, 2002. www.townhall.com/columnists/dennisprager/

"No issue has a greater influence on determining your social and political views than whether you view human nature as basically good or not. In 20 years as a radio talk show host, I have dialogued with thousands of people, of both sexes and from virtually every religious, ethnic and national background. Very early on, I realized that perhaps the major reason for political and other disagreements I had with callers was that they believed people are basically good, and I did not." He goes on to state the problems that arise from believing that people are born "good." The most notable went like this: "…if you believe that people are basically good, God and religion are morally unnecessary, even harmful. Why would basically good people need a God or religion to provide moral standards?"

Man is not born good. Man needs God to make him good. "For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

Goodness That Lasts

Source: Vance Harrier, The Vance Harrier Quotebook, Christianity Today, Vol. 38, No. 14. Contributor: A. Todd Coget

A little girl said she liked Santa Claus better than Jesus because "you have to be good for Santa only at Christmas but for Jesus you have to be good all the time." Much of the Christmas observance at church is not far removed from that attitude. 

The Subtlety of Pride

Source: Today In the Word, September 23, 1995, p. 30. Contributor: Donnie Martin

Paul W. Powell once observed: "Pride is so subtle that if we aren't careful we'll be proud of our humility. When this happens our goodness becomes badness. Our virtues become vices. We can easily become like the Sunday School teacher who, having told the story of the Pharisee and the publican, said, 'Children, let's bow our heads and thank God we are not like the Pharisee!'" 

Measuring Goodness

Source: Rick Warren, The Power to Change Your Life (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1990), 93. Contributor: Joel Smith 

Goodness can only be measured by God. God is the standard of goodness. If we compare ourselves to others, we're using the wrong measurement. If we determine goodness by what other people call good, we're using the wrong standard. It's like the little boy who came to his mother and said, "Mommy, I'm eight feet tall." She said, "You are?" "Yes," he insisted, "I am eight feet tall." His mother asked what he measured himself with, and he pulled out a six-inch ruler. 

Giving Away Goodness

Source: Rodney J. Buchanan in "Developing A Christian Mindset" http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermon.asp?SermonID=39866.

Mark Tidd of Webster, New York, describes an experience from his college days: "An old man showed up at the back door of the house we were renting. Opening the door a few cautious inches, we saw his eyes were glassy and his furrowed face glistened with silver stubble. He clutched a wicker basket holding a few unappealing vegetables. He bid us good morning and offered his produce for sale. We were uneasy enough that we made a quick purchase to alleviate both our pity and our fear. 

To our chagrin, he returned the next week, introducing himself as Mr. Roth, the man who lived in the shack down the road. As our fears subsided, we got close enough to realize it wasn't alcohol but cataracts that marbleized his eyes. On subsequent visits, he would shuffle in, wearing two mismatched right shoes, and pull out a harmonica. With glazed eyes set on a future glory, he'd puff out old gospel tunes between conversations about vegetables and religion. On one visit, he exclaimed, 'The Lord is so good! I came out of my shack this morning and found a bag full of shoes and clothing on my porch.' 'It's wonderful, Mr. Roth!' we said. 'We're happy for you.' 'You know what's even more wonderful?' he asked. 'Just yesterday I met some people that could use them.'" 
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