God's love for his son within us,

True Christlikeness

~“Him, Him, Him”

Dr. S. D. Gordon tells of an old Christian woman whose age began to tell on her memory. She had once known much of the Bible by heart. Eventually only one precious bit stayed with her. “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I committed unto him against that day.”

To Be Like Christ

When the wife of missionary Adoniram Judson told him that a newspaper article likened him to some of the apostles, Judson replied, “I do not want to be like a Paul or any mere man. I want to be like Christ. I want to follow Him only, copy His teachings, drink in His Spirit, and place my feet in His footprints. Oh, to be more like Christ!”

Source unknown

~ Leonardo Da Vinci’s Cup

When Leonardo da Vinci was forty-three years old, the Duke Ludovinco of Milan asked him to paint the dramatic scene of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples:

Working slowly and giving meticulous care to details, he spent three years on the assignment. He grouped the disciples into threes, two groups on either side of the central figure of Christ. Christ’s arms are outstretched. In his right hand, He holds a cup, painted beautifully with marvelous realism.

When the masterpiece was finished, the artist said to a friend, “Observe it and give me your opinion of it!”

“It’s wonderful!” exclaimed the friend. “The cup is so real I cannot divert my eyes from it!”

Immediately Leonardo took a brush and drew it across the sparkling cup! He exclaimed as he did so: “Nothing shall detract from the figure of Christ!”

WE ARE A HOLINESS PEOPLE
We are called by Scripture and drawn by grace to worship God and to love Him with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves. To this end we commit ourselves fully and completely to God, believing that we can be "sanctified wholly," as a second crisis experience. We believe that the Holy Spirit convicts, cleanses, fills and empowers us as the grace of God transforms us day by day into a people of love and spiritual discipline, ethical, and moral purity, and compassion and justice. It is the work of the Holy Spirit that restores us in the image of God and produces in us the character of Christ. Holiness in the life of believers is most clearly understood as Christlikeness.

Core Values Booklet

From webpage “Nazarene Pastor” http://www.nazarenepastor.org/homerun.html
John 17:

24 ¶  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.

25  O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.

26  And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.
Key text found in John 17:26
…that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them….
Prayer!
Christ sermon on the Mount shows us what we should do to please God.  It is a sermon in which we see the strict morality God expects of us which to many brings fear that they can never achive such obedience.  

And such obedience can not be achived except! ………….



We receive the divine HOW TO FROM CHRIST found in His sermon which begins in John 13:13 and runs through the end of John 17 to our key verse. 

As I was reading an article on Christlikeness and my eye fell on this bless text.  I stop my reading the article and got out my bible to see the verse for myself.  

Oh how blessed is our God that he would implant in his true follows His love as he loves His son with in us.

His Love Within US.  

Oh can it be that God’s love that he has for His Son can dwell in us.  
IN US!

How can this be?

Do you have this kind of love dwelling in your heart?

Do you want to have this Love of God for His Son, this same love within you?

But How?

Adam Clarke wrote:

“No man can properly understand the nature and design of the religion of Christ who does not enter into the spirit of the preceding discourse.”  This preceding discourse is referring to John 17.
How to have the Love that God Has for His Son

dwelling in us.
I.
First of all we must be clear in our Saved from our acts of sins experience


While I don’t want to play down the first work of grace, I do not want to spend a lot of time on it today, because the burden of my heart is to share how we can have this Love of God within us.


Friends we got to be sure our sins are forgiven.  If we know our committed sins are under the Blood we have this testimony of a Saved experience which delivers us from committing sin in word, thought and deed.
Once we are truly clear in our saved work of Grace we are able to have that same Love of the Father for His Son dwelling in us.

Lets turn back in the Gospel of John to:

Ch 14:15-17
15 ¶  If ye love me, keep my commandments.

16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

Joh 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
The Holy Spirit is leading us into all truth!

As we look throughout the Bible we see God commanding us to be Holy, to keep his commandments.  And a God that would command you to do something that you cannot do would not be a Holy Loving Merciful God.

1Co 7:34  There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband.

Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

Eph 5:27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Re 22:11  He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.
Le 20:7  Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God.

1Pe 1:15  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; (meaning in all manor of life)
1Pe 1:16  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
Mt 5:48  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

WE have a holy commandment to be HOLY, to be PERFECT as our Father in Heaven is perfect.
But yet people all over the world, religious leaders of many flavors will tell you cannot be Holy.   

Yet God tells us to be Holy.

So there has to be a way to be made Holy.

TO have a cleansed Heart!

But HOW!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Look At:
John 17:11-23
11 ¶  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.
16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

17 ¶  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.

19  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.

20 ¶  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;

21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

22  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:
23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.
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