Text:
Matthew 16:5-12

God's Lesson Plan

Introduction:

Let's look at what was going on just before:

Mt 16:

1 ¶ The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven.

2  He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.

3  And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?

4  A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.

The pharisess were seeking some kind of sign.  They were still testing Christ, wanting to disprove him as being of God.
Christ told them:  " there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas… "

The prophet Jonah, was three days in the belly of a fish, and Christ will spend three days in death then rise again.

Christ then enters the ship again to go over to the other side to the cost of Bethsaida.

Christ then warns his disciples: in verse 6; "Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees."
After yet another conflict with the Pharisees, Christ was trying to teach them to beware both extremes that of the Pharisees and that of the Sadducees.   

What do the disciples do, then get off focus and take it wrong. 

Then misunderstand Christ intent in warning them, they think on there own physical needs.

7  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.

When Christ is trying to teach us something, do we try to relate what Christ is teach us to our current situation?

What if Christ is just teaching us or warning us, and not meaning to relate it to our physical situation.

Do you reason among your self to see how you can apply it to you?

Sometimes Christ is speaking through the current situation, and sometime we make take it to relate to current events, when it was not to mean that.  Was this because of our lack of faith in Christ to do what he has shown us he will do.

Does lack of faith distort Christ lesson plan in our lives?

Since there was a lack of faith on the part of the disciples they applied the warning that Christ gave them of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees to there need of bread.  Christ see their lack of faith and now has to change the lesson plan.  Now teaches them a lesson on faith.

How many lessons do we have to repeat with Christ because we changed lesson by our unbelief or unwillingness to learn it the first time.

Keith Daniel's a South African Evangelist 

made statements like; as a Christian we are in God's school continually, each lesion must be completed successfully or we must repeat the lesson.  We will never move beyond our failures until we complete the lesson successfully.  WE WILL REPEAT, REPEAT, REPEAT, REPEAT.

Are we stuck in the same old lesson, 
because we keep failing it over and over?

Or we just don't get the lesson and take it the wrong way?  Then we start it all over again.

In the recent sermons series on temptations lately, we talked about greater spiritual strength that we receive when we don't yield to temptations, we get stronger and stronger.  As with our lessons in God's school we will get further along if we will complete the lesson right the first time.  Then we don't have to keep repeating them over and over.

Let's look what James says on a similar subject:

James 1:

19 ¶ Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

20  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

21  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:

24  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

Do we forget the lessons God has taught us and have to go back and repeat an old lesson already learn?

Are you tired of the same old lessons?  

Then get victory over it and move on in your spiritual life.

You hold the rains on your life.

Let's look at the disciples failure of faith again in our lesson for today:

7  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.

8  Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?

9  Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?

10  Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?

To think that Christ provide for five thousand one time and four thousand another time and now they but next to few men were worried about only having on loaf of bread.

Are you worried about you supply of bread?  Has not Christ proved himself over and over to you already?  Will you not believe in your heart this time?

Example of last weeks work.  

The Biggest week ever in my life.  At the beginning it looked impossible to return to school.  One week before school, bills need to be paid, no money for tuition, all look impossible.  I prayed!   (Notice faith in God to meet your need, doesn't mean you should not pray.)  I prayed and ask God if wanted me at school I was going have to see him move on the needs I had listed on my heart.  I explained my situation and put my petition in His hand.  My week exploded in work and financial blessings.  I started back to Bible College the next week.

Child of God, is there something you are worried about?  Has not God prove his strength on your behalf before.  Trust him now, and you can stop this repeated lesson on faith in God to meet the need early.  It only tortures you.

Let's finish our text for today: 

11  How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?

12  Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
Do we now understand what God is trying to do in our current lesson?  Do we see His glorious point.

Do we get the lesson we are living in today?

If not ask and ye shall receive!

Let's search our hearts today………..
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