Does God Speak to Us?

John 10:2-30

Key v27  "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:"

Does God Speak to Us?
God gave me this topic to preach on May 3, 2002 but it was not developed in His grand plan of timing until now when He lead me to complete it.

Does God Speak to Us?
Introduction:


My testimonies of God's voice to me



1.
His Call to me as I was going off to party



2.
His speaking to my heart



3.
His call of me to the Ministry

I.
God spoke to many in the past


A.
Old Testament



1.
Genesis 17:1,3,9,15,19 (Abram)



2.
Could go on…




Jacob, Samuel, Gideon, Isaiah and other 




prophets….


God spoke to them of OLD


Does God Speak to Us?


B.
New Testament



1.
Acts 9:1-9 (Paul)



2.
Look at the whole new testament…




God speaks to people all through the N.T.

We could talk of Peter, or John, or Ananias. ….

So Then What.


God must have stopped talking to man.  RIGHT!



After all you don't hear much of people saying their were talking with God just the other day…..

After all the shrink would tell us we are nuts, we are unstable, you heard God speak to you, you've flipped your lid.  You need to be locked up.  You are GONE…..

Does God still speak to us?

II.
Jesus said:  "My sheep will hear my voice"


John 10:27 - My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

A.
Able to hear God…



1.
Through His word 




a.
(#1 place to know it is of God)




b.
Where we find the most of God's voice





….written down for us to read.

2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
2.
Directly to our hearts



“My sheep hear my voice”

3.
Through other people

4.
Comes from above (James 3:13-18
13 ¶  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.

14  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.

15  This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

16  For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.

18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.

III.
Mistakes of people


A.
Mistaken visions



Illustration:

Visions

Family Survival in the American Jungle, Steve Farrar, 1991, Multnomah Press, pp. 60-61
Children Sold As Slaves

In 1212 a French shepherd boy by the name of Steven claimed that Jesus had appeared to him disguised as a pilgrim. Supposedly, Jesus instructed him to take a letter to the king of France. This poor, misguided boy told everyone he saw about what he thought he had encountered. Before long he had gathered a large following of more than thirty thousand children who accompanied him on his pilgrimage. As Philip Schaff records it, when asked where they were going, they replied, “We go to God, and seek for the holy cross beyond the sea.” They reached Marseilles, but the waves did not part and let them go through dry-shod as they expected.

It was at Marseilles that tragedy occurred. The children met two men, Hugo Ferreus and William Porcus. The men claimed to be so impressed with the calling of the children that they offered to transport them across the Mediterranean in seven ships without charge. What the children didn’t know was that the two men were slave traders. The children boarded the ships and the journey began, but instead of setting sail for the Holy Land they set course for North Africa, “where they were sold as slaves in the Muslim markets that did a large business in the buying and selling of human being. Few if any returned. None ever reached the Holy Land.” Two cunning men enjoyed enormous financial profits simply because they were willing to sacrifice the lives of thousands of children. 
Family Survival in the American Jungle, Steve Farrar, 1991, Multnomah Press, pp. 60-61
Besure what we think we understand is of God.

The Devil can transform himself in to an angel of light

2 Corinthians 11:14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

We must be cautious to our impressions

God always leads, slowly and gently, 

Satan pushes, says do it now.

III.
Mistakes of people (Con’t)


B.
What comes to mind?



1. 
Just because it comes to our mind does not mean it is of God



2.
Our thought have one of three origins:




from God or Satan, or
our own thoughts
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