Giving

1 Corinthians 9:6-15

Prayer

Illustration:

A man planting a Garden and only planting one or two seeds of each kind of vegetable he wanted.
Will this man have much when harvest time is come?  

Oh he will have something, but will he have enough to see him through until next years harvest time comes?

Illustration :
Nan and Pap's garden and canning


Nan and Pap always planted a large garden, large enough for Nan, Pap, Frankie and to give some things to each of their children.  Living close to Nan's house made it easy for us when tomatoes were ripe to stop down and pick whatever we needed.  There was always many other types of vegetable to pick from too.  More that they needed.  They had sown  so much seed there was more to go around that they needed.  They gave much away.


Nan use to always can food in such abundance that she would have enough to last over a year.  Her basement shelves were packed full of canned food.  I remember when Nan would send us to the basement to get a certain jar of food, I would look in amazement at the about of food she had on the shelves.  I don't ever know of nan buying a single vetgetible.  They sowed enough to reap bountifully.  They gave enough to help others out.  They prospered because of there kindness to give and their preparation for the future keep them feed for years to come.


When Nan died and they held a house auction, they sold canned food and jars probably more than anything else.   She had prepared for life ahead while giving to many.  

Do we so enough in good times that we have enough to get us through the rough times.

Do we sow sparingly or bountifully?

Do we give to get, or get to give.

Two different ways of life.  One is a taker and another is a giver.  Which are we?

v6 "But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully."

When we are a giver we shall reap abundantly.  

How goes the reaping these days?

How does God expect us to give?

Although this message is not on Tithing but is on Giving and there is a difference which we will see just soon enough, with tithing God not only expects it, but it is a commandment with promise and punishment.

Malachi 3:8-12

8  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

9  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

12  And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

God expects our Tithes and Offerings.  A tithe is one tenth of our overall top dollar earned not what is left after taxes.  We are to tithe from our first fruits,  That's not after paying our taxes, which for most of use that is taken off the top of our checks without our control.

But what of our offerings?  We read here in the word it says tithes and offerings, not just tithes.  Do we rob God?

Now understand some thing tithes come off the top, offerings are giving from our availabilitiy to give.  So tithes come before anything even our necessities.  We never give offerings out of our bill money, but if you don't by your tithes before your bills then don't bother praying to God for help to pay your bills when you have robbed Him.

Today we are looking at our giving, giving to God, giving to man.

6 ¶ But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

7  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

We are to give from a cheerful heart not a grudging heart.

Not grudgingly, or of necessity]  

In the days of the true Jewish people, the Jews had in the temple two chests for alms; the one was of what was necessary, i.e. what the law required, the other was of the free-will offerings.  To escape perdition some would grudgingly give what necessity obliged them; others would give cheerfully, for the love of God, and through pity to the poor.  

Those that gave because they knew they needed to nothing is said in the passage of scripture, they simply did what the law required.  And, as he does not do the duty in the spirit of the duty, even the performance of the letter of the law is an abomination in the sight of God. 

The benefit of giving is lost to the giver when he does it with a grumbling heart.  Oh I'v got to give this today.  Man how am I going to make it this week.  We give so much, I don't understand how God expects us to make it when we have to give so much.


How much does the tax man collect?  More than God expects you to give.


How much do you pay on bills?  For many it is more than what God expects you to give.


Do you complain about giving?

God understands if you don't have to give.  But all have to tithe.  For the tithe is not yours it is Gods.  In fact all that you have is God's and not yours, God lets you be a steward of what he has given to you to manage.  Are you a good steward.

In verse 7, it says God loves them, who is this referring to? A cheerful giver.  God will bless their giving.  Look at verse 6, But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

We can reap bountifully!

How your sowing today,?  

How will you reap?

Matthew 6:20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

Will you give from a cheerful heart?  Or will you rob God?
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