Friend to the Sinner

Matthew 26:

47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people.

48  Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.

49  And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him.

50  And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.

Jesus said-Friend

How must these words have cut Judas' very soul!, 

Surely, you my friend who has so long been my companion, are you come against me, thy Lord, Teacher and Friend! 

What is the human heart not capable of, when abandoned by God, and influenced by Satan and the love of money!

Jesus who gladly give his life for all sinners called the sinner who betrayed Him a friend.

Jesus was a friend the sinner a mitts the conflict and strife of sin.

The human heart can be so hateful.  So filled with greed.  So desiring selfish desires, yet Jesus called us friend.

I.
Friend to the Publicans and sinners

Matthew 11:19  The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.

Friend of the Publicans



The tax collector, the traders of the Jews to the Romans.  Who often took much dishonest gain.


This One called Jesus cam eating an drinking with the ones who were the filth of the earth.  To the Jews a publican was worse that a gentile 


Yet Jesus loved them and came to save them.

This Man Receiveth Sinners

Luke 15:2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

I'm glad he receives sinners.  Oh how I'm glad He received me all unworthy as I am!

Zacchaeus

Luke 19:7  And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.

Romans 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

1 Timothy 1:15  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.

II.
Friends of the world may forsake thee

Rachel Joy Scott, of Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, shares her testimony. It was written in the sacred pages of her diary.
Rachel Joy Scott of Littleton, Colorado, penned these words in her diary exactly one year to the day before her death: "It is like I have a heavy heart and this burden upon my back... but I do not know what it is... Now that I have begun to "walk my talk", even my friends make fun of me...I know what they are thinking every time I make a decision to resist temptation and follow God. They call me "the preacher's churchgoing girl..." I have no more personal friends at school. But you know what? I am not going to apologize for speaking the name of Jesus... If my friends have to become my enemies for me to be with my best friend Jesus, then that's fine with me," The young man who shot her asked: "Do you believe in God?" She said, "Yes, and so should you." Since that moment, the whole world has heard this teenager's testimony. Don (Used by permission from her mother and her pastor, Bruce Porter)
The friend we have her when we turn to Christ may not want much to do with us but there is

III.
A friend that sticketh closer than a brother

Proverbs 18:24  A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

IV.
He is a A Friend to the hurting

A girl writes:

"I was fourteen years old and wanted to die. My parents were giving more attention to my sister than to me and I decided no one cared for me any longer. I stopped eating and I didn't start again for almost three months. Six of my friends were killed in separate accidents and I thought that no one would even notice if I were dead. I slit my wrist and swallowed a bottle of sleeping pills. Suddenly, I had an allergic reaction to the pills and my wrist stopped bleeding. I heard a voice that said "I haven't forgotten you my child." And I knew right then I would be okay. Someone loved me enough to be there when I needed Him. Courtney. "I will never leave you nor forsake you all the days of your life as I was with with moses so shall I be with you."
"as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee."  Joshua 1:5

"he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."









Hebrews 13:5

II.

We are not a servant but a friend

John 15:15  Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

Christ called us friends not servants.  He could of 

50  And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.
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