Fight the Good Fight of Faith

Don't give up

Envourage them in the faith

Think its bad here: tell silvia's prison experieces: cleaning the isolated cell bare hand in human waste, ...

1 Timothy 6:12-21
12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

Friends let face it.  

I.
It is a fight of faith to keep going the ways of Christ.  


We have a real advisary who wants us to quit!

We all have battles that seem impossible, but God has the grace to see us through it.

I’m reminded of Silva Tarniceriu (Tuhr nee CHEHR yoo) from Romania

Silva was born in Romania and live there some 30 years under communist oppression.  She was a true Christian who was greatly persecuted for her faith.

She was sentenced to 2 years in prison for trying to escape the country.  When she arrive in one of the prisons, they said we know that there are some Christian prisoners in the group.  Who are you.  She identified herself openly for her faith.  They told her by the time you finish you sentence you will have forgotten all about your God who doesn’t exist. 

Tell of:
--Her memory leaving her…..

-Things seemed hopeless; she couldn’t remember a single memory verse or even a hymn.  Her mind was blank.  She found it hard to pray.  This went on for some time.  Nothing but darkness
Then she was summoned to:
-Clean the isolation cell of human waste with bare hands
“God, how can I?  When I said I would give You my everything, my whole body, my hands and my feet, did You mean this?  Oh, I don’t know how it is possible.”

Following this experience she cried out to God..

“givce me some scriptures, God.  I need some Word from You!” 


God say to her, “Love your enemies”

“Lord I don’t want a commandment!  I want some promise from yYou that I know You care for me!  I went through something awful!  Please comfort me!”


God says back to her, “Love your enemies”

No other verse would come to her.

She finally said OK God, in the morning I’ll tell the guard who made us clean that room “Good Morning”


And she did.

The guard said what made you say that.

“God did” 

“You keep your God to your self”

Now something broke inside of her.

She could hear God’s voice.

God opened her memory wide up.

The verses came back

The hymns came back

The memory of her family came back

God brought a great healing

“Love your enemies”

“Love your enemies”

“Love your enemies”
When the fight of faith seems so tough, may we still keep a loving spirit and love even those who do us wrong.

1 Timothy 6:12  

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

Fight the good fight of faith

· Adam Clarke said:  " 'Agonize the good agony.'  Thou hast a contest to sustain in which thy honour, thy life, thy soul, are at stake.  Live the Gospel, and defend the cause of God.  Unmask hypocrites, expel the profligate, purge and build up the Church, live in the spirit of thy religion, and give thyself wholly to this work."
So often the Devil wants us to cast our faith away and destroy are testimony.
I.
It is a fight of faith to keep going the ways of Christ.  


A.
The Devil will stop at nothing to keep us:



1.
from serving God in the truth of righteousness




a.
you can’t live Holy




b.
you can’t keep on going




c.
you might as well give up…




d.
you failed again, I told you that you can’t 





make it.give up, give up, why try….






Ever heard this go through you mind????



The Devil will stop at nothing to keep us:



2.
from beliving God.




a.
the devil will try to keep our minds on 





negative things,





-We must over come the voice of the devil





b.
destroying our faith





The devil wants to get us to cast away our 




faith




2Co 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

13 ¶  I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

II.
That we keep the Doctrine of Christ

14  That thou keep [this] commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

Adam Clarke

That thou keep this commandment without spot]  


Two things are mentioned here:  
1. That the commandment itself-the whole doctrine of Christ, should be kept entire.  
2. That his life should be agreeable to that doctrine.  Keep it without spot-let there be no blot on the sacred book; add nothing to it; take nothing from it; change nothing in it.  Deliver down to thy successors the truth as thou hast had it from God himself. 

If we are going to Fight the Good fight of Faith, we must keep the Doctrines of Christ.

We must not let anything tear down our faith in Christ’s.

Christ paid the price for our sins, don’t cast that aside.

We are saved by grace not of works lest any man should bost.

Let’s keep our faith no matter what man does around us.

No matter what anyone else says or does.

No matter what goes on.

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life
Not matter how hard it seems.

No matter that we may feel like giving up.

Stand firm and remember:
Isaiah 59:19b
“…When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.”

Let us stand still and see that he is Lord.

1 Corinthians 14:33  For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
8  And Moses said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear what the LORD will command concerning you.

Stand still

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life
Stand still

Exodus 14:13  And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.

Numbers 9:8  And Moses said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear what the LORD will command concerning you.

1 Samuel 9:27  And as they were going down to the end of the city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou still a while, that I may shew thee the word of God.

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life
1 Samuel 12:7  Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD of all the righteous acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to your fathers.

Job 37:14 ¶ Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life
Psalms 4:4  Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah.

Psalms 46:10  Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life
Isaiah 23:2  Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that pass over the sea, have replenished.

I don't know what you are facing right now or will be facing this week, but if crisis or decision arises - Stand still

You know when we are faced with a decision or a crisis in our lives and don't know what to do we should stand still.

I.
Stand still


Do not act in haste


While standing we can…


1.
Examine our surroundings



-
we can See all around us



-
Look over our situation


2.
We can pray more than when on the move



-
take time to seek God until we know His Will



-
pray until we pray through on it


3.
We can Wait on the Lord

Psalms 37:9  For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.

Psalms 123:2  Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD our God, until that he have mercy upon us.

Isaiah 40:31  But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

Wait upon the Lord, He will show you the way…
James 3:7  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.

Many of the failures of our lives can be a result of not waiting on the Lord and rushing into things.  We then have unclear minds and make the wrong decisions.

First pure

You know God will never lead us to do anything that is unbiblical.  So if we are waiting and praying and something comes about that seems like it's the answer we've been waiting on, just remember, God will not lead you into a decision or situation that is unholy and out of context with scripture.

Then peaceable

For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace,
Gentle

Not harsh, not violent, not full of stife and argument


You know God does not want us to argue…


If we are sanctified and filled with God's spirit, we will not want to argue, we may be tempted to argue but we do not have to give in and can maintain control.

And easy to be intreated

God's way is easily to be entreated

It's not a fight against His will, it will be clear in our minds and in accord with God's word.

We must Stand Still and know that He is God.

When we stand still


4.
We will have a clear mind to make the right decision



-if we rush in we can be crushed in an instant.



-For God is not the author of confusion,




 but of peace,

12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

13 ¶  I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

14  That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

Unrebukable]  

Let there be nothing in thy conduct or spirit contrary to this truth.  Keep the truth, and the truth will keep thee. 

Until the appearing of our Lord]  

Hand it down pure, and let thy conduct be a comment on it, that it may continue in the world and in the Church till the coming of Christ.

15  Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;
Potentate, = high officer, royal minister of great authority
a person who possesses great power, as a sovereign, monarch, or ruler.    Continue on to next verse
16  Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

20  O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:

21  Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.

May we say like Paul:

2 Timothy 4:

7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

Are You at Wits End Corner?
Are you standing at “Wits End Corner” Christian, with troubled brow?
Are you thinking of what is before you, And all you are bearing now?
Does all the world seem against you, And you in the battle alone?
Remember at Wits End Corner Is where God’s power is shown.

Are you standing at “Wits End Corner” Blinded with wearying pain
Feeling you cannot endure it, You cannot bear the strain.
Bruised through the constant suffering Dizzy and dazed, and numb
Remember at Wits End Corner, Is where Jesus loves to come.

Are you standing at “Wits End Corner” Your work before you spread.
Or lying begun, unfinished And pressing on heart and head.
Longing for strength to do it. Stretching out trembling hands
Remember at “Wits End Corner” The burden bearer stand.

Are you standing at “Wits End Corner” Yearning for those you love,
Longing and praying and watching, Pleading their cause above,
Trying to lead them to Jesus Wondering if you’ve been true?
He whispers at “Wits End Corner” “I’ll win them as I won you.”

Are you standing at “Wits End Corner” Then you’re just in the very spot.
To learn the wondrous resources Of Him who faileth not!
No doubt to a brighter pathway Your footsteps will soon be moved
But only at Wits End Corner Is the God who is able, “proved.”
Source unknown  
Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life
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