Fear

Reading:
Acts 4:13-22

2 Timothy 1:

6 ¶ Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

8  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:

11  Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

12  For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

13  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.

14  That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.

7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

Although as it says in…..

Psalms 111:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever. 

This is a fear of God's punishment that leads us to repentance, but the Fear I'm speaking of tonight is ungodly fear.

Let's not be in bondage to fear of Satan or of man

Bonnel said:  "If I fear, I either do not believe, or I do not believe enough."

Fear the hinders in the mitts of temptation

Satan has taken council against you through fear to stop you of speaking of Jesus.

There is a 

I.
Fear that is brought on by the man
Let's look at Acts 4:15-18 again

15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves,

16  Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.

17  But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name.

18  And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.

1. 
Threats cause fear, fear binds you.


Bondage of fear:

Illistration of cords of fear that start at you mount and end at your feet.  Satan the his demons inflict fear on you .

A.
Fear can effect your:


1.
Social life


2.
Work life:  Boss, Coworkers, Customers



3.
Home life:  Spouse, Children, Parents, 






Grandparents, Grandchildren



4.
Fear of being saved and having to walk with Christ,  ( the condemnation goes away, there is 




nothing to fear!)



5.
Fear of family not getting saved



6.
Fear of Going to Hell, SEEK CHRIST!


7.
Fear of dying.

B.
Consequences of fear:


Revelation 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

How do we break the bonds of fear?


Call on Jesus Christ, Be filled with the Holy Ghost, pray till your soul is set a-fire!

God hath

II.
Not given us the spirit of Fear V.7

Fear here in this verse in Greek is: deilia (di-lee’-ah)


Meaning:
1) timidity, fearfulness, cowardice, fear anxiety, dread

Read Illustrations from Anthology of Religious Thought book on Fear


A.
We don't need to be timid, fearful, or cowardly when talking to others about Christ?


Christ has given us a new power to witness.

1 John 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.


III.

Human fears  



Situation that our out of our control


Acidents



Tragidies



Mistakes



Fear of consequences



Fear of bullies

IV.

Fear we may fall pray to temptation



When we fear that we may fall prey to a temptation, we give in to fear which makes us more vulnerable to the temptation.  



Don't Give in to fear



Pray  "shelter me under the Blood of Jesus Christ, and Rebuke Satan away in the name of Jesus Christ"



Bleed the Blood to cover you when Satan tries to inflict fear.  If he can get us to fear, he loosen our hold on Christ

V.

Fear of the Devil



Fear of demonic powers



Fear of Huntings



Fear of witchcraft

VI.

Fear of loosing our salvation



A.
Satan tries to trick us that we have failed God and it is too late, 



We must push forward with confidence

Hebrews 10:35  Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 36  For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.

Wesley said:  "All fear (unless the tender, filial fear) freezes and benumbs the soul.  It binds up all the springs of spiritual life, and stops all motion of the heart toward God."



Do not believe the enemy, your are a child of God




Do we make God a liar?  Do we not believe what God has done in our lives.

Romans 8:

31 ¶ What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.

34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

VII.
We have power from God:



7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.


Power over Satan through Jesus Christ



James 4:7  "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."

1 John 4:8  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.



Fear gives glory to the Devil, and weakens our faith



Then we become a easy target to a fall
1.
Breaking the bonds of fear



A.
Be courageous, Stand up and fight!


Fight for your soul, the devil has take council against you and your family, Don't be afraid, but fight, fight, fight…..



B.
Call on Jesus, Jesus has power

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.


Are you tired of loosing the battle?


Are you tired of fight by your own strength?


Are you tired of falling up short in faith?



Call on Jesus who has all power!

Let's look at the prayer of the Disciples after they were released:  


Acts 4:23-31

29  And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,
30  By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.
31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

Have no fear, Jesus is near

Call on Christ

Plead the Blood to victory

Feel the power of God through your prayer of faith

Defeat the Devil, 

Deliver him a victory blow through faith in Christ in the mitts of you prayer.

Pray on the offence, don't take the defensive route

Philippians 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

You are a victory already, exercise you strength from God almighty by your side

Last week we talked of the Almighty God's power through Christ, now call on Him

2.
Look at there answer to the threatenings and fear that struck them:

19  But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.

20  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.

They faced there fears

Illustration  my facing the Mafia and those at work who bound me with fear

The power comes to those who reach out to lost souls, trust in God, believe in his power.


If time permits read 32-37

I.
Fear that is brought on by the man

II.
Not given us the spirit of Fear V.7

III.
Satan tries to inflicts fear in us.  
IV.
Fear we may fall pray to temptation
V.

Fear of the Devil

VI.
Fear of loosing our salvation

VII.
We have power from God:
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