Where is our Faith

Luke 8:

22 ¶ Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth.

23  But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy.

24  And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm.

25  And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him.
Where is your Faith?

I'd like to talk a little this morning about 

"Where is our faith?"

Do we come to the Master without faith?

Jesus Christ wants to prefect our faith which is one of the reason we go through trials, is to prefect our faith.

We must believe when we pray.

I ask a friend one time resently when he was praying about a situation, how his faith was.  Was their any doubt in his praying?

He said that he had total faith in God to answer prayer but, it was within himself that he doubted in his prayers.

God wants to answer our prayers, and wants to help our faith.

When a crisis arises do we trust God or look at our own resources?  

Look to God, not to ourselves.

Proverbs 3:

5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

There is nothing wrong and it is much recommended to repeatedly pray for somethings.  But if we are repeatedly praying about the same thing because of unbelief, this is a problem.

Let me share a little illustration with you this morning: 

Imagine for moment if you were to go into a restaurant and ask the waitress takes your order.  I’ll have the broiled fish, a baked potato and sour cream and chives, and steamed spinach.  Also applesauce with cinnamon.

Do you believe she will bring it?  Do you.  Or do you start to question it.  Well I hope she will bring it.  What if she doesn’t bring it.  What should I do.  I know, I order it again to make sure she will do it.  O’waitress,     O’waitress.  Could you please get me “have the broiled fish, a baked potato and sour cream and chives, and steamed spinach.  Also applesauce with cinnamon.”

Well I think she will bring it this time……. Then a little later….

What if she doesn’t?  What should I do.  I know I’ll ask again….  O’waitress,     O’waitress.  Could you please get me “the broiled fish, a baked potato and sour cream and chives, and steamed spinach.  Also applesauce with cinnamon.”

God wants to increase our faith

Where is our faith today?

24  And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm.

25  And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him.

The disciples look to the master for help, but was it in faith?

Oh that we would trust God and pray in faith.

Lets look at another passage of scripture:

Reading:  Luke 24:

36 ¶ And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

37  But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.

38  And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?

39  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.

40  And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.

41  And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat?

42  And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.

43  And he took it, and did eat before them.

44  And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

45  Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,

46  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

48  And ye are witnesses of these things.

49  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

Message
I. There can be fear with our faith.


Jesus said:  “Peace be unto you.”


What did they do?


37  But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.

Notice Jesus’ concern

38 And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?

Look its me, he’s telling them

39  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.

40  And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.

The disciple had be unfaithful in their expected return of Christ.  They were fearful when they saw him again.

Notice their unbelief

41  And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat?

42  And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.

43  And he took it, and did eat before them.

44  And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

Jesus had to open there understanding

45  Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,

46  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

48  And ye are witnesses of these things.

49  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

Conclusion

Where is our faith today.

Do we believe he will answer prayer?

Do you trust him to help us through all things?

Let Christ Open you understanding and increase your faith.

Group prayer….
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