Evil Speaking, Rumors, the Tongue, Gossip
Eph. 4:
17 ¶  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,

18  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

19  Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

20  But ye have not so learned Christ;

21  If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

22  That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

23  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

24  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

25  Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

26  Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

27  Neither give place to the devil.

28  Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

29  Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
31  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:

32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

Illustration:

The Dangers of the Rumor Mill

Quote to the first person and then see what the last person says they heard.

“The Jet airplane almost crash into a car.  A little later the car swerved and hit a telephone pole because a deer jump out in front of it.”

What people said at the end of the rumor mill:
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James 1:26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.

Keith Daniel said:

“The foremost evidence of Holiness is found in that a man can bridle his tongue.”

James 3:

1 ¶  My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.

2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.

3  Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body.

4  Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.

5  Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!

6  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

7  For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:

8  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

9  Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.

10  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

11  Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?

12  Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.

13 ¶  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.

14  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.
15  This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

16  For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.
17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.

18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.
Eph. 5:

9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

10  Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

11  And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

12  For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.

12  For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
Do we speak of others evils?  Hummmmm….

Pick up the phone and …

"Did you here what Mary id yesterday?"

"O' I've just got to tell you, I can't keep it in any longer, may-be I should not even tell you.

"What did she do, I must know, That Mary she's always up to no good."

You mean we should not share what evil the neighbor did the other day with our friends?

What does the Word of God say?

12  For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
Philipians 4:

7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

9  Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

Touch not mine anointed

Psalm 105: 

14  He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes;

15  Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

16  Moreover he called for a famine upon the land: he brake the whole staff of bread.

"Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm."

All Christians are God's anointed.

All Christians are God's anointed.

Do we speak evil of our brothers and sisters?

Read Days of Heaven on Earth Devotional for Aug 14th.

Evil Speaking:

"A Good word is an easy obligation; but not to speak ill, requires only our silence, which costs us nothing.



John Tillotson, Archbishop of Canterbury 1630-94

When will talkers refrain from evil speaking?  When listeners refrain from evil hearing.



August Hare 1796-1855

Do people misunderstand the commandment of spreading of the Gospel for the spreading of gossip?

Do you spread the Gospel more that you spread gossip?

What does your tongue said?  The good of people or the Evil?

Gossip:

Let the greatest part of the news thou hearest be the least part of which thou believest, lest the greatest part of what thou believest be the least part of which is true.  Where lies are easily admitted, the father of lies will not be easily kept out.

Francis Quarles, English Author 1592-1644
Gossip is always a personal confession either of malice or imbecility and the young should not only shun it, but by the most thorough culture relieve themselves from all temptation to it.  It is a low, frivolous, and too often a dirty business. 


Josiah Gilbert Holland.  American author 1819-81

A preacher was helping a woman to pray at the alter one day, and she said I know if I can just get my tongue on the alter I can get saved.


The preacher said this alter is 50 feet long just how long is your tongue.
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