Easter?

In all that I say I mean no offence to any one, but O that God would help us to understand the season at hand!

PRAYER

O'where can I learn about Easter?

What is Easter all about?

I know, I go to the Bible.

I know there must be something in there about Easter, after all everybody knows we should go to Church on Easter, so there must be something in this Christian Bible on Easter.

Look at the bible table of contents

Let me look in the table of contents, they taught me that in school, OK, let's see, how does the story go, a Easter bunny lays colored eggs right.  OK.,  Genesis, Exodus, Numbers….. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.  Where is Easter,  Wait there it is, Esther, No that's not it, that is Esther not Easter.  I don't see anything called Easter though,  I guess Esther will be close enough, I'll start there…..

Read a couple of verses of Esther

Who is King Ahasuerus?  That does seem to have anything to do with a Bunny and eggs.  There must be an answer here somewhere…

I know I'll try the index…

Where is the index…  That's right the bible doesn't have an index it has a concordance.  I'll Look there…

Easter Bunny………  No word Easter bunny in the whole bible.  That’s sure is strange.

May-be its just a mistake, I look for egg

Yeah whoooo, I found it,  There it is… 

Two occurances of the word egg in scripture, finally we are getting somewhere…

(job)

Job 6:6  Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of an egg?

What does that mean?  Never mind I’ll check the next listing..

Luke 11:12  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

A scorpion, what…  that doesn't have any thing to do with a bunny.

This search for the meaning of Easter sure isn't as easy as I thought it would be.

What a minute, isn't there something about Peter, that's right He comes peter cottontail hopin…..

I look up Peter…  Wow there are two who books about Peter in here #1 Peter and #2 Peter.  Now we are getting somewhere finally…

Read  1:1-5

Wow this is even stranger, there still nothing about the Easter bunny or eggs, or peter Cottontail 

What is this Easter Holiday all about.  Now I've got to find the answer.  The answer must be in here somewhere.  If only I know where to start.

Wait let me look up the Word Easter, surely that must be in the Bible.

Acts 12: 

1 ¶ Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.

2  And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.

3  And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)

4  And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.

5 ¶ Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.

Let me look up Easter in a bible dictionary that should help me to understand….

Easter 

Originally a Saxon word (Eostre), denoting a goddess of the Saxons, in honour of whom sacrifices were offered about the time of the Passover. Hence the name came to be given to the festival of the Resurrection of Christ, which occured at the time of the Passover. In the early English versions this word was frequently used as the translation of the Greek pascha (the Passover). When the Authorized Version (1611) was formed, the word "passover" was used in all passages in which this word pascha occurred, except in # Ac 12:4 In the Revised Version the proper word, "passover," is always used.




Easton's Revised Bible Dictionary

Well Acts chapter 12 did talk about Peter again somewhere around the word Easter.  I really think this Peter fellow must be clue.

Where is the that concordance again…

OK, Peter, lets see here…

Mark 14:
66 ¶ And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of the maids of the high priest:

67  And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and said, And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth.

68  But he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew.

69  And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them that stood by, This is one of them.

70  And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto.

71  But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye speak.

72  And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.

This doesn't make any sense.  What is Easter really about..

Go to alter knell and ask God to help us understand Easter.

God says from John Chapter 14

Please turn with me to:

John 14

1 ¶ Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

2  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

4 ¶ And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

5  Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
7  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

8  Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

Prayer:  Lord, shew us the Father!  Tell us the really meaning of this resurrection of Christ. 


Pray

Salvation from Adam to Christ to us….

You see God created a Man and breathed the breath of life into him and called him Adam, then he made woman from the rib of the man and called her Eve.

One day they while they were in the beautiful Garden of Eden a serpent came alone side of Eve and encouraged her to sin against God by eating of the fruit they were told not to eat.  And she did and gave also to Adam and sin entered the human race.  

Now there would be sickness and death, hard labor and turmoil.

As God was crushed in His heart by their disobedience he created a plan to redeem the fallen human race.

He created a way for them to sacrifice animal for their sins, with the greatest plan of all that he would give his own son as a sacrifice one day. 

Jesus Christ is this son of God

Born in a manger to a virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit of God

Christ was both a huMan and also God  

Jesus loved people, healed the sick, raised the dead, cast out demons.  And set the sinners free.

And just for being the son of God, they captured Him.

His disciples left him

Peter even denied he ever knew Him.

They beat him

The spit on him

They humiliated Him

They falsely accused Him,

They wanted a murder released instead of Him who was innocent.

They nail him to the Cross and Killed him.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Turn with me to 

Romans 5:

6 ¶ For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.

8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.

12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

13  (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.

14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.

15  But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.

16  And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.

17  For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

Christ is not dead today, he is alive.

He rose from the grave and took victory of our sins.

You can experience why He died, you can have freedom form your sins.

Just walk down the Romans Road…

The ROMANS ROAD
....is a pathway you can walk.
It is a group of bible verses  from the book of Romans in the New Testament.  If you walk down this road you will end up
understanding how to be saved. 
 Romans 3:23
"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;."   
We all have sin in our hearts.  We were born under the power of sin's control.
Admit that you are a sinner.
Romans 6:23a
" For the wages of sin is death;… " 
Sin has an ending.  It results in death. We all face physical death, which is a result of sin.  But a worse death is spiritual death that alienates us from God, and will last for all eternity.  The Bible does plainly teach that there is a place called the Lake of Fire where lost people will be in torment forever.  It is the place where people end up that remain spiritually dead.
Understand that you deserve death for your sin.
Romans 6:23b
"... but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Salvation is a free gift from God to you! We can't earn this gift, but we must reach out and receive it.
Ask God to forgive all your sins, repent in that you desire not to ever do these sins again and ask Jesus to save you.
Romans 5:8
" But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."

When Jesus died on the cross He paid sin's penalty.  He paid the cosmic price for all sin, and when He took all the sins of the world on Himself on the cross, He bought us out of slavery to sin and death!  The only condition is that we believe in Him and what He has done for us, confess and repent from our sins, understanding that we are now joined with Him, and that He is our life.  Because He loved us and gave Himself for us!
Give your life to God... His love poured out in Jesus on the cross is your only hope to have forgiveness and change.  His love bought you out of being a slave to sin.
His love is what saves you.  Not religion, or church membership.  God loves you!  And reaches out to you right where you are.  He does not expect you to get your sins cleaned up first, you must come to Him and let him cleanup your sins, you will never get victory over you sins alone.  You can only be freed by Jesus Christ.
Romans 10:13
"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."


Call out to God in the name of Jesus!
Romans 10:9,10
"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."
If you know that God is knocking on your heart door,
 ask Him to come into your heart. 
Jesus said,
 Revelation 3:20
" Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
Is Jesus knocking on your heart's door?
Confess you sins and repent.

Believe in Him and Him alone to save you.

Ask Him to come in to your heart  by faith,
If you have done this and God has borne witness with your spirit……..

"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:"  Romans 8:16

Then…

You were sin's slave, but now you are a child of GOD!  You have been born again
John 1:12
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:!"
This is the real purpose of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ
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