Double Mindedness is Faithlessness

James 1:

5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

7  For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

8  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

I.
Double mindedness is faithlessness

And it causes us to sink in the waters of life
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Israel Tempts God

Denial
God's Sovereignty
God's Protection
God's Provision
God's Wisdom
God's Guidance
God's Uniqueness
God's Understanding
God's Sufficiency
God's Leadership
God's Trustworthiness

Location

Red Sea

Marah
Wilderness of Sin
Kadesh

Rephidim

Horeb

Taberah

"Graves of Lust"
Hazeroth

Kadesh - Wilderness of Paran



Matthew 14:

22 ¶  And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away.

23  And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.

24  But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.

25  And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.

26  And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

27  But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

28  And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

29  And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

30  But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

31  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?

32  And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.

33  Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God

II.
Doubt is Denying God and has Consequences
Lets look at how Israel Tempts God ten times then God says it is enough!

Read Numbers 14:20-33

Numbers 14:

20 ¶  And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word:

21  But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.

22  Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice;

23  Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it:

24  But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.

25  (Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To morrow turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea.

26  And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

27  How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, which murmur against me? I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur against me.

28  Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you:

29  Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me,

30  Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.

31  But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised.

32  But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness.

33  And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness.

III.

 Those who ask in faith and believe God are rewarded with answer to prayer
Our text:  James 1:6 “…let him ask in faith, nothing wavering…”

A.
Let us be asking in faith nothing wavering.

Like Peter at first:

Matthew 14:29  And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

Caleb believed God and was rewarded

Exodus 14:

24  But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.


B.
God send us to do a job



We need to be faithful to do as He asks.


Therefore when we pray we need to:




“…ask in faith, nothing wavering …”

Reading:  13:1-3, 21-33
2  Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them.

30  And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.

31  But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.
32  And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 
33  And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

The devil always wants us to think we are grasshoppers and the problems we face are giants.

When things look hard and almost impossible,

Lets not have an evil heart of unbelief that brings in lies and evil reports, and discouraging thoughts..

There will always be those that say it is not possible, you will fail.  Don’t do that.

Why do you bother it won’t last.  It can’t grow.

Illustrations from the Life of R.G. Flexon

His words are in Blue
Prayer to Keep Car Going:


When I was District Superintendent of the PA and NJ District of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, I had to travel many times long distances on Sunday to meet my appointments.  One Sunday I had preached in the morning in Sunbury, PA, and I had to be at a church in Josephene, PA, a church in western part of the state.  I was around fifty miles from Josephene when my gas gage registered empty.  I did not buy gas on Sunday.


I began to pray for God to keep that car going.  He did.  I arrived at the parsonage in time to put my car in the preacher’s garage and then go to church with him that night.  The next morning when I went to get my car out of his garage, it would not start.  I got a yard stick and put it in the gas tank and the tank was as dry as a bone.  No gas in it at all.  I do not try to explain it.  I only state the fact and give God the glory for whatever He did to keep that car going.  What a wonderful God we have.  How reluctant we are to venture on Him.

Flexon tells yet of another answer to prayer:


An Answer to Prayer Because of Helping Others:
We budgeted our $10 dollar a week salary.  $1 tithe plus offerings, so much for food; clothing; and street fare (for they had no car.)  On Saturday morning, I would go to the store for the week’s supply of groceries.  Sat. morning had arrived, and I asked my wife for the grocery money as she handled all of that part of the $10.  She hesitated, then told me she had given all of it to a poor family down the street that had a death in the family.  Again we were without food or money.  I was glad, however, that she had given it.  We went to prayer and during the day prayed much for God to supply the need.  As night came on I asked my wife to make out the grocery order as usual, telling her I was going to town to get our groceries.  She made it out and I went to a large market and looked at the things inside but had no money with which to buy.  As I stood there praying, a man from the Methodist Church, who had heard me preach, came up.  WE talked a little while, then he said he would have to go, so I walked to the corner of the street where he was to take a street car for home.  He said good night and stepped on the street car.  He immediately got off, handed me some money , saying God told him to give it to me and got back on the street car.  I went to the store and purchased everything my wife had written down on the list, paid for it, and had two cents left.  Again, God had proven His faithfulness
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