Do you Love God or Sin or More?

Matthew 22:

34  But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.

35  Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying,

36  Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

38  This is the first and great commandment.

39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

1.
No other God's, v3


A.
Scripture relevant to the first of the Ten Commandment

Exodus 15:11  Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?

Deuteronomy 6:14  Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you;

Joshua 24:18  And the LORD drave out from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is our God.

Joshua 24:19  And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.

Joshua 24:20  If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good.

Joshua 24:21  And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the LORD.

Joshua 24:22  And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses.

Joshua 24:23  Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto the LORD God of Israel.

Joshua 24:24  And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.

Psalms 73:25  Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

Psalms 81:9  There shall no strange god be in thee; neither shalt thou worship any strange god.

Isaiah 43:10  Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.

Isaiah 44:8  Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.

Isaiah 45:21  Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.

Isaiah 45:22  Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.

Isaiah 46:9  Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,


B.
Illustration of an Adulterous wife or husband

O' I love you dear.  See you later.  She or he goes out on the town, lust after what they cannot have, and the next thing you know they have someone else.  Then comes back home and acts like all is normal, nothing ever happened.  Good night dear.  I love you.


C.
Is God our only God?



Him and Him only?



Do we choose to live in sin?  And Serve the Devil by doing so?


Is God first in our life even above our desires?


D.
To make God your only God, 


we must love Him supremely
Matthew 22:

37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

38  This is the first and great commandment.

39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Verse 37

Some explanations of Love:

to act vehemently or intensely; because love is always active, and will act in every possible way; for he who loves is, with all his affection and desire, carried forward to the beloved object, in order to possess and enjoy it. 

to be completely at rest, or, to be intensely satisfied; because he who loves is supremely contented with, and rests completely satisfied in, that which he loves. 

a person eagerly embraces, and vigorously holds fast, that which is the object of his love.

I admire, I rest, because that which a man loves intensely he rests in, with fixed admiration and contemplation.  

So that genuine love changes not, but always abides steadily attached to that which is loved.

Some points take from Adam Clarke:

"Verse 40.   On these two-hang all the law and the prophets.] They are like the first and last links of a chain, all the intermediate ones depend on them.  True religion begins and ends in love to God and man.  These are the two grand links that unite God to man, man to his fellows, and men again to God. 

  Love is the fulfilling of the law, says St. Paul, Ro 13:10; for he who has the love of God in him delights to obey the Divine precepts, and to do all manner of kindness to men for God's sake."


E.
The joys and rewards of truly loving God and making him your first and only God.



Peace within yourself



Everlasting joy and gladness in our hearts

Be still and know that I am God!

Conclusion to 1st Commandment

1.
No other God's, v3

Much scripture relevant to the first of the Ten Commandment
Is God our only God?


Him and Him only?
To make God your only God we must love Him.
There are joys and rewards of truly loving God and making him your first and only God.

I.

What draws us towards temptation?


Satan tempted or was it our desires?


A.
Tempted of Our Desires

1:14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.



1.
We are tempted with our own desires.




a.
Things we want, but are forbidden fruit




b.
Human necessities





food and drink, companionship, love,




c.
The world



2.
Wanting the forbidden fruit is a substitute for God




a.
we find that if we analyze the desire, it can be fulfilled by drawing close to God.




God must be our every desire



3.
Desires of things forbidden becomes our idol of worship



4.
These desires become our weakness


5.
Tear down the idols



6.
Have the desires cleansed




1.
Seek God to cleanse you heart




2.
You need to be sanctified




7.
We may be tempted of things that we don't want,


they are more like a flashing through the mind.


B.
Tempted of Satan



Example Job 1-2
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