Occult Practices

God’s wrath is against Sorcery:

Malachi 3:5  And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers…. saith the LORD of hosts.

Revelation 21:8  …the… sorcerers… shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

Revelation 22:

14  Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 

15  For without are …. Sorcerers…

There is a tendency to except some Occult practices across our land.  We are infiltrated with the Occult through out schools, TV, stores, and yes even the church.  The number of practicing sorcery

Occult Activity
Deuteronomy 18:
9 ¶ When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations.

10  There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,

11  Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.

12  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.

13  Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.

14  For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.

Divination
Websters Dictionary:

divination

1. The art or practice of using omens or magic powers to foretell the future.  2. unusual insight or intuitive perception

divining rod:

a forked rod believed to reveal the presence of water or mineral by dipping downward when held over a vein.

Smith’s Bible Dictionary:
"foretelling future events, or discovering things secret by the aid of superior beings, or other than human means."

-Moses forbade every species of divination, because a prying into the future clouds the mind with superstition, and because it would have been an incentive to idolatry.
American Tract Society Dictionary:

The Eastern people were fond of divination, magic, and the pretended art of interpreting dreams and acquiring a knowledge of futurity.  When Moses published the law, this disposition had long been common in Egypt and the neighboring countries; and to correct the Israelites inclination to consult diviners, wizards, fortune-tellers, and interpreters of dreams, it was forbidden them under very severe penalties, and the true spirit of prophecy was promised to them as infinitely superior, 

Ex 22:18 18  Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.

Le 19:26 Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times.

Le 19: 30 ¶ Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.

31  Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.

Le 20:27 A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.

Those were to be stoned who pretended to have a familiar spirit, or the spirit of divination, De 18:9-12; and the prophecies are full of invectives against the Israelite who consulted such, as well as against false prophets, who seduced the people, Isa 8:19; 47:11-14; Eze 13:6-9.  A fresh impulse to these superstitions was gained from intercourse with the Chaldeans, during the reign of the later kings of Judah and the captivities in Babylon, 2Ki 21:6; 2Ch 33:6.  See MAGIC, SORCERERS.

Divination was of several kinds: by water, fire, earth, air; by the fight of birds, and their singing; by lots, dreams, arrows, clouds, entrails of sacrifices, pretended communication with spirits, etc., Eze 21:21.

Adam Clarke

one who endeavours to find out futurity by auguries (divination by omens), using lots
I.
Is Dowsing (Water Witching) Divination?
Websters Dictionary:

divination

1. The art or practice of using omens or magic powers to foretell the future.  2. unusual insight or intuitive perception

divining rod:

a forked rod believed to reveal the presence of water or mineral by dipping downward when held over a vein.

Dean Hochstetler:

“Divination is the discovery of things hidden or secret by the aid of the spirit world.”
Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia says:

“Divination is the practice of consulting beings or THINGS by observing OBJECTS or ACTIONS in the attempt to gain information about the future of such other matters as are removed from normal knowledge.  There are various modes of divination:  by reading omens, hydromancy (foretelling from the appearance of water), astrology, hepatoscopy (or divination by an examination of the liver of animals), necromancy (consulting the dead_, the sacrifice of children by burning, and RHABDOMANCY (the use of the divining rod)”

Rhabdomancy=Divination by rods or wands

World Book Encyclopedia describes divination as “the practice of trying to learn about the unknown by magical or supernatural means.”  Goes on the list many type and also says these awakening words:  “Other dininers, called dowsers, claim they can find the location of underground water.”

Dowsing is addressed in the Bible.
Lets’s look at Hosea 4:

12 ¶ My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God.

13  They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, because the shadow thereof is good: therefore your daughters shall commit whoredom, and your spouses shall commit adultery.

14  I will not punish your daughters when they commit whoredom, nor your spouses when they commit adultery: for themselves are separated with whores, and they sacrifice with harlots: therefore the people that doth not understand shall fall.

15  Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet let not Judah offend; and come not ye unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Bethaven, nor swear, The LORD liveth.

16  For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer: now the LORD will feed them as a lamb in a large place.

17  Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.

18  Their drink is sour: they have committed whoredom continually: her rulers with shame do love, Give ye.

19  The wind hath bound her up in her wings, and they shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices.

Martin Luther, a translator of the German Bible, in 1518 specifically included the use of the rod in his list of acts that break the first commandment.

In the early part of Colonial America, dowsing was associated with witchcraft, and was forbidden.

We may here some say, well what about Moses?  He struck a rock with a rod and water came out.

Let’s look at Numbers 20:

7  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

8  Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink.

9  And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him.

10  And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?

11  And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.

12  And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.

Adam Clarke wrote:
Verse 12.   Because ye believed me not]  What was the offence for which Moses was excluded from the promised land?  It appears to have consisted in some or all of the following particulars: 1. God had commanded him (Nu 20:8) to take the rod in his hand, and go and SPEAK TO THE ROCK, and it should give forth water.  It seems Moses did not think speaking would be sufficient, therefore he smote the rock without any command so to do.  2. He did this twice, which certainly in this case indicated a great perturbation of spirit, and want of attention to the presence of God.  3. He permitted his spirit to be carried away by a sense of the people's disobedience, and thus, being provoked, he was led to speak unadvisedly with his lips: Hear now, ye REBELS, Nu 20:10.  4. He did not acknowledge GOD in the miracle which was about to be wrought, but took the honour to himself and Aaron: "Must WE fetch you water out of this rock?" Thus it plainly appears that they did not properly believe in God, and did not honour him in the sight of the people; for in their presence they seem to express a doubt whether the thing could be possibly done.  As Aaron appears to have been consenting in the above particulars, therefore he is also excluded from the promised land.

We see that Moses disobeyed by using the rod.

We see that even Moses a man of God error and now received punishment.

III. How is it that Christians could have occult powers?  

It is because of  Mediumistic powers being transferred

Read bottom of page 43 and 44

Here is some interesting statements from “Dowsing, How Does it Work?” by Ken Miller and Stuarts Draft

Through generational curses.

Exodus 34

7  Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.

What should Christians do who have such powers?
Renounce them and seek God for deliverance.
End with story of Edgar Cayce 
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