Discipleship

Luke 14:25-33

dis·ci·ple    [di-sahy-puhl] Pronunciation Key - 

–noun 1. Religion. a. one of the 12 personal followers of Christ.  

b. one of the 70 followers sent forth by Christ. Luke 10:1.  

c. any other professed follower of Christ in His lifetime.  

2. any follower of Christ.  

3. (initial capital letter) a member of the Disciples of Christ.  

4. a person who is a pupil or an adherent of the doctrines of another; follower: a disciple of Freud.  

–verb (used with object) 5. Archaic. to convert into a disciple.  

6. Obsolete. to teach; train.  

[Origin: bef. 900; ME < AF, OF < L discipulus, equiv. to dis- dis-1 + -cip(ere), comb. form of capere to take + -ulus -ule; r. ME deciple < AF de(s)ciple; r. OE discipul < L, as above] 

—Related forms

dis·ci·ple·like, adjective 

dis·ci·ple·ship, noun
Luke 14:

25 ¶  And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them,

26  If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.
27  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

28  For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?

29  Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,

30  Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.
31  Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?

32  Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.

33  So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.
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Luke 14:25-33

I. What Is a Disciple?
A. Tt does not mean simply “one who is saved.”
B. It means “one who has been disciplined.”
1. Discipline means “bring under control.”
2. A disciple is one brought under the control of Jesus.

II. How Do We Become Disciples?
A. First, we must receive Jesus as Savior.
B. Then we must decide to be a disciple.
1. We are challenged by the Word (vv. 25-26).
2. We are convicted by the Holy Spirit.
3. We must voluntarily subject ourselves to Christ.
a. Wives are to be in subjection to their husbands.
b. Parents are to bring children into subjection.
c. Christians must subject themselves to Jesus.
C. Itis deciding to make Jesus Lord of our lives.

III. What Does It Cost to Be a Disciple?
A. Jesus points this out in the text.
1. There is cost involved in discipleship.
2. We won’t be able to do everything we would like.
3. We won’t be able to do some things others do.
4. We may be called on to make great sacrifices.
B. Jesus said we should count the cost.
1. He used two examples to illustrate.
a. The man building a tower (Luke 14:28-30).
b. The king going to war (Luke 14:31-33).
2. Two things happen when one is unable to pay the price.
a. He is ridiculed—as in the case of the tower.
b. He capitulates—as in the case of the king.




Mt 28:

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

{teach...: or, make disciples, or, Christians of all nations} 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

"Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ" (Dietrich Bonhoeffer).
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