Devine Guidance

James 1:5-8
5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

7  For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

8  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

I.
Guidance for all


“If any of you lack”


A.
Hallelujah, if is available for all.



That is all who ask!


1.
Now some may have trouble if their prayers aren’t getting through to God!

a.
You mean God doesn’t hear all my prayers,


maybe God doesn’t hear any of your 


prayers.

b.
Psalms 66:18  “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:”
2.
So for the Child of God, wisdom is available for all!  Praise God!!!!!
Wow, I guess that shows us for the Child of God who lack wisdom, they must not of asked of not in faith.

II.
Guidance from God


“Let him ask of God.”


A.
Some turn for guidance from men.



1.
Bro. Zechman has a way with advice.




a. 
He points you God and helps you realize that sometime we already know what we need to do, we just need think it through and following Gods leading.



I once called a brother in the Lord and asked him for advice.  He said to me, have you asked God about this yet?  Oh No I didn’t.  He said you go ask God then come to me if you still need advice

.




2.
Great dangers to seek guidance from Men





a.
Do they know God?





b.
Do they know you?






i.
Can be a help if they know you






ii.
Can be a disadvantage cause they know your weaknesses and failure and can’t see beyond them.



B.
“let him ask of God!!!!!”




1.
When our guidance comes from God





We know we are on the right track

III.
Guidance given without grudging


“Giveth to all men liberally.”



Liberally = haplos (hap-loce’)

simply, openly, frankly, sincerely, generously, bountifully


There is that word “all” men.  So every child of God can ask and receive Wisdom.

IV.
Guidance positively assured


“It shall be given him”


This sums it up!



“It shall be given him”


v.6 “let him ask in faith, nothing wavering”

If we have ask in faith, then…..



“It shall be given him”
Albert Barnes NT Commentary

  And upbraideth not. Does not reproach, rebuke, or treat harshly. He does not coldly repel us, if we come and ask what we need, though we do it often and with importunity. Compare Lu 18:1-7. The proper meaning of the Greek word is to rail at, reproach, revile, chide; and the object here is probably to place the manner in which God bestows his favours in contrast with what sometimes occurs among men. He does not reproach or chide us for our past conduct; for our foolishness; for our importunity in asking. He permits us to come in the most free manner, and meets us with a spirit of entire kindness, and with promptness in granting our requests. We are not always sure, when we ask a favour of a man, that we shall not encounter something that will be repulsive, or that will mortify us; we are certain, however, when we ask a favour of God, that we shall never be reproached in an unfeeling manner, or meet with a harsh response.

Adam Clarke:

Verse 5.   If any of you lack wisdom]  Wisdom signifies in general knowledge of the best end, and the best means of attaining it; but in Scripture it signifies the same as true religion, the thorough practical knowledge of God, of one's self, and of a Saviour. 

  Let him ask of God]  Because God is the only teacher of this wisdom. 

  That giveth to all men liberally]  Who has all good, and gives all necessary good to every one that asks fervently.  He who does not ask thus does not feel his need of Divine teaching.  The ancient Greek maxim appears at first view strange, but it is literally true:-  

More Scriptures on Wisdom

... he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths... Isaiah 2:3

“I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.” - Psalm 32:8

“For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.”  .Ecclesiastes 2:26

“I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.”. - Psalm 16:7

“5  Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

6  For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

7  He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.” - Proverbs 2:5-7

“Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.” - Psalm 51:6

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” - 2 Corinthians 4:6

“Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the LORD understand all things.” - Proverbs 28:5
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