Conscience

Read Acts 24:16 

And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.


"Pray for a strong and lively sense of sin; the greater the sense of sin, the less sin."  




-- Samuel Rutherford,  Sc0t. Clergy (1600-61)


"Man is a free moral agent, able to follow his conscience, or ignore it.  The more you ignore your conscience, the easier it is to ignore, until it becomes callous.  It no longer checks you when you are about to do something wrong."  





-- Kenneth Walter, AM. Clergy (1997)


"Here is where some weaken, they let their fear of man, or their desire for human applause weaken and nullify the voice of conscience.  Instead of being consecrated to God, they let other people control their consciences and mark out their duty and then wonder why they have so little religious joy and comfort."  -- G. A. McLaughlin, clergy and author


"Conscience is the eye of the soul; and how troublesome is the least mite of dust falling in the eye; and how quickly does it weep and water upon the least grievance that affects it."  -- South


"Conscience appears to have a threefold office:  First, it is a witness, testifying what we have done; second, a judge, passing sentence upon what we have done; third, it in some sort executes the sentence by complacency in the well-doer, and uneasiness in the evil-doer." -- Wesley

A scrupulous conscience is a sore evil; but a hardened one yet a thousand times more dangerous.  -- Wesley.

A Conscience….

I.
Should be void of offence

Acts 24

14  But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:

15  And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.

16  And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.

….void of offence

1 John 3:21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.

A Conscience….
II.
Needs be Pure

2 Tim 1

1 ¶ Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,

2  To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3  I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;

Hebrews 10

22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

For a Good Conscience….
III.
You May Suffer 
1 Peter 2

19  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.

20  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.

21  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

1 Peter 3

16  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.

17  For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

A Conscience…

IV.
Can Be Wounded
7 ¶ Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled.

8  But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.

9  But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.

10  For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols;

11  And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?

12  But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.

13  Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.


"The Wound of conscience cannot be healed without probing, nor probed with out pain.  If the, like Herod, you have some particular sin, (mark 6:17) for which you cannot bear reproof, you are deceiving yourself by supposing your joys are a proof of your conversion." 












-- J. Thornton

Christ is the only one who can repair a damaged Conscience!  Seek him for a healing…..

A Conscience…

V.
Can be seared.

1Ti 4:2  Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

Seared = kauteriazo kow-tay-ree-ad’-zo; to brand ("cauterize"), i.e. (by implication) to render unsensitive
Conclusion
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