Companion of Fools shall be Destroyed

Proverbs 13:

13 ¶  Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.

14 ¶  The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.

15 ¶  Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.

16 ¶  Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth open his folly.

17 ¶  A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but a faithful ambassador is health.

18 ¶  Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured.

19 ¶  The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul: but it is abomination to fools to depart from evil.

20 ¶  He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.

21 ¶  Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed.
Adam Clark wrote:
Verse 20.  He that walketh with wise men shall be wise] To walk with a person implies love and attachment; and it is impossible not to imitate those we love. So we say, "Show me his company, and I'll tell you the man." Let me know the company he keeps, and I shall easily guess his moral character.
Family Bible Notes: on 13:20

“A great part of wisdom lies in the choice of our companions; for what they are, they will make us also.”
Geniva Bible Notes

(i) As he is partaker of their wickedness, and bears with their vices, so will he be punished alike as they are.

Proverbes 12:14-28

Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commontary

Proverbs 12:14

A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him.

Proverbs 12:15

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

15. The way ... eyes--The fool is self-conceited (compare 

  Pr 12:1 Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish.

  Pr 1:32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.

  Pr 10:17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.

  Jas 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.

).

Proverbs 12:16

A fool's wrath is presently known: but a prudent man covereth shame. {presently: Heb. in that day}

16. prudent ... shame--He is slow to denounce his insulters (

  Jas 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

).

Proverbs 12:17

He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit.

Proverbs 12:18

There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health.

18. speaketh--literally, "speaketh hastily," or indiscreetly (

  Ps 106:33 Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips.

), as an angry man retorts harsh and provoking invectives. 

    tongue ... health--by soothing and gentle language.

Proverbs 12:19

The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment.

19. Words of truth are consistent, and stand all tests, while lies are soon discovered and exposed.

Proverbs 12:20

Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counsellors of peace is joy.

20. that imagine--or, "plan" (

  Pr 3:29 Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.

). They design a deceitful course, to which, with all its evils and dangers to others and themselves, the happiness of peace-makers is opposed (compare 

  Mt 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

  Ro 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

).

Proverbs 12:21

There shall no evil happen to the just: but the wicked shall be filled with mischief.

21. no evil--(as in 

  Ps 91:10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

), under God's wise limitations (

  Ro 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

). 

    mischief--as penal evil.

Proverbs 12:22

Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.

22. deal truly--or, "faithfully," that is, according to promises (compare 

  Joh 3:21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

).

Proverbs 12:23

A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness.

23. concealeth--by his modesty (

  Pr 10:14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.

  Pr 11:13 A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.

). 

    heart ... proclaimeth--as his lips speak his thoughts (compare 

  Ec 10:3 Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saith to every one that he is a fool.

).

Proverbs 12:24

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute. {slothful: or, deceitful}

24. slothful--(Compare Margin), so called because he fails to meet his promises. 

    under tribute--not denoting legal taxes, but the obligation of dependence.

Proverbs 12:25

Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it glad.

25. a good word--one of comfort.

Proverbs 12:26

The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: but the way of the wicked seduceth them. {excellent: or, abundant}

26. more excellent--(Compare Margin); or, "more successful," while the wicked fail; or, we may read it: "The righteous guides his friend, but," &c., that is, The ability of the righteous to aid others is contrasted with the ruin to which the way of the wicked leads themselves.

Proverbs 12:27

The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious.

27. (Compare 

  Pr 12:24 The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute.

). 

    took in hunting--or, "his venison." He does not improve his advantages. 

    the substance ... precious--or, "the wealth of a man of honor is being diligent," or "diligence." 

    precious--literally, "honor" (

  Ec 10:1 Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.

).

Proverbs 12:28

In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.

28. (Compare 

  Pr 8:8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them.

  Pr 8:20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:

, &c.). A sentiment often stated; here first affirmatively, then negatively.

 (KJV)
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