Christmas

Line up the children and speak to the parents of a love for child


Compare to God's Love for you

Huddle for prayer with the children for their parents and the message

Reading   
Luke 2:8-20




Matt. 2:1-8

Adam – Moses – David -  Christ
1Jo 4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.
The 1st coming of Christ

I.
The coming of the Messiah, 



the Christ, the King of Glory,  JESUS CHRIST


A.
Prophets prophesized of the coming Messiah
Micah 5:2

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah(Eff-ra-ta,) though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

B.
The people long awaited it with excitement and 


enthusiasm


C.
Finally that great day arrived.

II.
The Shepherds were visited by angels


A.
The shepherds, the low, the poor, the hidden men of 


old



1.
Notice it was not the rich that heard of Christ 



arrive



2.
They were told by angels

God sent a personal servant, an angel to tell these low of degree of birth of the new Messiah


B.
First they feared at the sight and sound of the Angel


C.
Their excitement over the arrival of the Messiah
D.
Their desire go see the Child King



Luke 2:15



"…as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us."

Was it to be that only the lowest would seek out this new Christ King.

No…

III. Wise men sought Jesus

III
A.
 The look for Christ, following the star



"Where is he that is born King of the Jews?"

 
B.
These were gentiles, not Jews

Yet something drew them to Christ, they followed a star in the East, there was something that caught their eye,

Their hearts, there longing for God

John 3:16


“God so love the world”


God so love you!


That He gave...........


That He GAVE!....


His only begotten SON


That whosoever believeth in HIM


should not parish,


but have everlasting life.

IV.
Christ was born for a REASON



 to die for your sins.

If you wanted to redeem the world, could you give your child up to die?  God did.

They hung Christ on a cross, killed the savior of the world pierced his side and out poured blood and water.  He died in anguish for you, for you to be saved.

Then He resurrected from the grave and came back in the flesh on the third day

This was the dawn of eternity for the birth of Christianity!

Christ working in the hearts of men after the resurrection:

The disciples when the first encountered Jesus were amazed, for they did not recognize Him.

What is that burning in your heart?


Luke 24:31-32


and their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their site.  And they said one to another; Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

The promises are to Him that overcometh!

In Rev.3:12 Jesus said:

12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, [which is] new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and [I will write upon him] my new name.

God's name written on our hearts

God will write his name on all who overcometh.  We can only overcome evil by Jesus Christ. Whosoever overcometh the evil in their hearts will live with God.

World - Can't help but to sin……

The world says you cannot help but to sin and nobody is perfect.  This is a trick of the devil, for there is account after account of people living perfectly with God. 

Churches, can't help but to sin!

Any church that says you cannot live without committing sin is a backslidden church who is not serving Christ but is serving the devil!  


How do I know this, in 1 John it says he who sins is of the Devil.

Not saved to be left in living in sin

God said Jesus would come and save his people from their sins, not just leave them to keep on sinning.

CALL!

Where are you at today.  Is there any sin in your life?  If so you need to get it right with God!
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