Characteristics of True Christianity

A new Birth 

John 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

· Obtained by:

· Confession of Sins, admitting your sinner and asking God for forgiveness.  

-John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

· Repentance, turning away from living in sin with God felt sorrow in your heart.


-Luke 13:5  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

· Received by faith

-Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

· Praying until you know the work is done in your heart and God's Spirit bares witness with your spirit that you are now a child of God


-Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

-John 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Evidence of a New Birth

· 1 John 2:

· 3 ¶ And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.  4  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  5  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 6  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

· 1 John 3: 

· 6  Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.  7  Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.  8  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  9  Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  10  In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.

· John Wesley is quoted as saying:

· {What are the marks of the new birth?  So to believe in God, through Christ, as "not to commit sin," and to enjoy at all times "the peace of God;" so to hope in God, through Christ, as to have not only the "testimony of a good conscience," but also the Spirit of God "bearing witness with yours;" so to love God as you never loved any creature, and "all men as yourselves."}

· A soon to come acknowledgement of a greater need of heart (a sinful nature you cannot stand, the tiring carnal heart)  A desire for something even deeper, that of Holiness of Heart.  O saved one, have you had you heart sanctified and filled with the Holy Ghost yet?

A Sacrifice of Self 

Romans 12:1 ¶ I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

· Presenting our whole lives to God to use for His glory and desires.  This is a must to one who wants to continue in God's grace.  It is God will that we have a sanctified heart.  Sacrifice of self is the first step on our part towards heart purity.

· Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Entire Sanctification

· God wants us to have perfect hearts before Him

· Hebrews 13:21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

· Matthew 5:48  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.



If God expects us to be perfect, would not He have a work of Grace that makse it happen in our hearts cleansing us from the inward nature of sin?  He does, its called by many names some of which are: Holiness, Sanctification, Entire Sanctification, purifying their hearts by faith, renewing of the Holy Ghost, Crucified with Christ, putting off the old man, A Personal Calvary, Dead to Self, Fully Surrendered, Vital Reality with God, and A Second Work of Grace.  Although terminology may be different form place to place and group to group, it is the same heart cleansing from all sin that is essential to the continuing existence of the Born Again believer.  We must be sanctified.

· Holiness of Heart is required

· Hebrews 12:14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

Consistency in Public Worship Attendance

Hebrews 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

· Be in the same God anointed Church where the preaching and teaching of God's word is done without compromising even to the smallest details.  Don't run to and fro with ever wind of doctrine.

· A place where full salvation is preached and lived

· Truly Born again with victory over outward sin

· Entirely Sanctified with the infilling of the Holy Ghost

A Walk 

Colossians 2:6  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

A Warfare 

1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

A Race 

Hebrews 12:1 ¶ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

A Victory 

1 John 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

An Assurance of Immortality 

John 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

A Growth 

2 Peter 3:18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

A new Dress 

Isaiah 61:10 ¶ I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

A Radiant life 

Matthew 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

A Character Building 

Matthew 7:24  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

A Fellowship 

Luke 24:32  And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

An Education 

John 8:31 ¶ Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

A Service 

1 Timothy 6:18  That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;
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