Characteristics of True Christianity

A new Birth 

John 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

· Obtained by:

· Confession of Sins, admitting your sinner and asking God for forgiveness.  

-John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

· Repentance, turning away from living in sin with God felt sorrow in your heart.


-Luke 13:5  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

· Received by faith

-Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

· Praying until you know the work is done in your heart and God's Spirit bares witness with your spirit that you are now a child of God


-Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

-John 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Evidence of a New Birth

· 1 John 2:

· 3 ¶ And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.  4  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  5  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 6  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

· 1 John 3: 

· 6  Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.  7  Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.  8  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  9  Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  10  In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.

· John Wesley is quoted as saying:

· {What are the marks of the new birth?  So to believe in God, through Christ, as "not to commit sin," and to enjoy at all times "the peace of God;" so to hope in God, through Christ, as to have not only the "testimony of a good conscience," but also the Spirit of God "bearing witness with yours;" so to love God as you never loved any creature, and "all men as yourselves."}

· A soon to come acknowledgement of a greater need of heart (a sinful nature you cannot stand, the tiring carnal heart)  A desire for something even deeper, that of Holiness of Heart.  O saved one, have you had you heart sanctified and filled with the Holy Ghost yet?

A Sacrifice of Self 

Romans 12:1 ¶ I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

· Presenting our whole lives to God to use for His glory and desires.  This is a must to one who wants to continue in God's grace.  It is God will that we have a sanctified heart.  Sacrifice of self is the first step on our part towards heart purity.

· Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Entire Sanctification

· God wants us to have perfect hearts before Him

· Hebrews 13:21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

· Matthew 5:48  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.



If God expects us to be perfect, would not He have a work of Grace that makse it happen in our hearts cleansing us from the inward nature of sin?  He does, its called by many names some of which are: Holiness, Sanctification, Entire Sanctification, purifying their hearts by faith, renewing of the Holy Ghost, Crucified with Christ, putting off the old man, A Personal Calvary, Dead to Self, Fully Surrendered, Vital Reality with God, and A Second Work of Grace.  Although terminology may be different form place to place and group to group, it is the same heart cleansing from all sin that is essential to the continuing existence of the Born Again believer.  We must be sanctified.

· Holiness of Heart is required

· Hebrews 12:14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

Consistency in Public Worship Attendance

Hebrews 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

· Be in the same God anointed Church where the preaching and teaching of God's word is done without compromising even to the smallest details.  Don't run to and fro with ever wind of doctrine.

· A place where full salvation is preached and lived

· Truly Born again with victory over outward sin

· Entirely Sanctified with the infilling of the Holy Ghost

A Walk 

Colossians 2:6  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

· Always moving forward

· Not going backwards

· "walk ye in Him"

· If we've received Christ, walk in the newness of life

· Romans 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

· Our walk is a choice with self determined consequence
· Ecclesiastes 11:7-9

· 7 Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun:  8 But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity. 9  Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment.

A Warfare 

· 1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.


Fight the good fight of faith

· Adam Clarke said:  " 'Agonize the good agony.'  Thou hast a contest to sustain in which thy honour, thy life, thy soul, are at stake.  Live the Gospel, and defend the cause of God.  Unmask hypocrites, expel the profligate, purge and build up the Church, live in the spirit of thy religion, and give thyself wholly to this work."
· Lay hold on eternal life
· It will be a fight to the end
· Our warfare is Spiritual

· Eph. 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

· We need not ever lose the war

· Romans 8:35-39  35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


To win the War we must be filled with fire from above

· Where is the fire in our lives

· Pray until we catch fire from above

· Its that Pentecostal power  (Hymn 273)

A Race 

· Hebrews 12:1 ¶ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

· The race of the Christian life will be a fight to the end.

· We must enter the race and set out to win

· 1 Corinthians 9:24 ¶ Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

· Here we may say that many will enter the race but few will finish it.

· Illustration of the Tell of the Marathon runners

· Do we realized the severity of this race we are in?

· Quote: by Richard Baxter


Forgetting the Prize
· It is a most lamentable thing to see how most people spend their time and their energy for trifles, while God is cast aside. He who is all seems to them as nothing, and that which is nothing seems to them as good as all. It is lamentable indeed, knowing that God has set mankind in such a race where heaven or hell is their certain end, that they should sit down and loiter, or run after the childish toys of the world, forgetting the prize they should run for. Were it but possible for one of us to see this business as the all-seeing God does, and see what most men and women in the world are interested in and what they are doing every day, it would be the saddest sight imaginable. Oh, how we should marvel at their madness and lament their self-delusion! If God had never told them what they were sent into the world to do, or what was before them in another world, then there would have been some excuse. But it is His sealed word, and they profess to believe it. 

· General Dwight Eisenhower said:  "There are no victories at discount prices."
A Victory 

· 1 John 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
· 1 Corinthians 15:51-58:  51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  54  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.  55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58 ¶ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

· Christ is our victory

WE can have victory no matter what our case is.  Christ has the power to save souls change lives and we can have the victory!

Execution of Three Men by Firing Squad
Colin Chapman, in The Case For Christianity, quotes Ugandan Bishop Festo Kivengere’s account of the 1973 execution by firing squad of three men from his diocese: 

February 10 began as a sad day for us in Kabale. People were commanded to come to the stadium and witness the execution. Death permeated the atmosphere. A silent crowd of about three thousand was there to watch. 

I had permission from the authorities to speak to the men before they died, and two of my fellow ministers were with me. 

They brought the men in a truck and unloaded them. They were handcuffed and their feet were chained. The firing squad stood at attention. As we walked into the center of the stadium, I was wondering what to say. How do you give the gospel to doomed men who are probably seething with rage? 

We approached them from behind, and as they turned to look at us, what a sight! Their faces were all alight with an unmistakable glow and radiance. Before we could say anything, one of them burst out: 

“Bishop, thank you for coming! I wanted to tell you. The day I was arrested, in my prison cell, I asked the Lord Jesus to come into my heart. He came in and forgave me all my sins! Heaven is now open, and there is nothing between me and my God! Please tell my wife and children that I am going to be with Jesus. Ask them to accept him into their lives as I did.” 

The other two men told similar stories, excitedly raising their hands, which rattled their handcuffs. 

I felt that what I needed to do was to talk to the soldiers, not to the condemned. So I translated what the men had said into a language the soldiers understood. The military men were standing there with guns cocked and bewilderment on their faces. They were so dumbfounded that they forgot to put the hoods over the men’s faces! 

The three faced the firing squad standing close together. They looked toward the people and began to wave, handcuffs and all. The people waved back. Then shots were fired, and the three were with Jesus. 

We stood in front of them, our own hearts throbbing with joy, mingled with tears. It was a day never to be forgotten. Though dead, the men spoke loudly to all of Kigezi District and beyond, so that there was an upsurge of life in Christ, which challenges death and defeats it. 

The next Sunday, I was preaching to a huge crowd in the home town of one of the executed men. Again, the feel of death was over the congregation. But when I gave them the testimony of their man, and how he died, there erupted a great song of praise to Jesus! Many turned to the Lord there. 

Ray Stamps 


Christ is the victory!

An Assurance of Immortality 

John 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

A Growth 

2 Peter 3:18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

A new Dress 

Isaiah 61:10 ¶ I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

A Radiant life 

Matthew 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

A Character Building 

Matthew 7:24  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

A Fellowship 

Luke 24:32  And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

An Education 

John 8:31 ¶ Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

A Service 

1 Timothy 6:18  That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;
Characteristics of true Christianity, 3-16-03 PM, 3-23-03.doc






Last printed 3/23/03 6:53 AM


Page 5 (A)

Page 5 (B)

