Carnality

Read Romans 8:1-9

1 ¶ There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

5  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

JWN:

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

V. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation-Either for things present or past.  Now  he comes to deliverance and liberty. The apostle here resumes the thread of his discourse, which was interrupted, 

  Ro 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

V. 2. The law of the Spirit-That is, the gospel. 

  Hath freed me from the law of sin and death-That is, the Mosaic dispensation.

 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: {for sin: or, by a sacrifice for sin}

V. 3. For what the law-Of Moses. 

  Could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh-Incapable of conquering our evil nature.  If it could, God needed not to have sent 

  his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh-We with our sinful flesh were devoted to death. But God sending his own Son, in the likeness of that flesh, though pure from sin, condemned that sin which was in our flesh; gave sentence, that sin should be destroyed, and the believer wholly delivered from it.

 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

V. 4. That the righteousness of the law-The holiness it required, described, 

  Ro 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

. 

  Might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit-Who are guided in all our thoughts, words, and actions, not by corrupt nature, but by the Spirit of God.  From this place St. Paul describes primarily the state of believers, and that of unbelievers only to illustrate this.

 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

V. 5. They that are after the flesh-Who remain under the guidance of corrupt nature. 

  Mind the things of the flesh-Have their thoughts and affections fixed on such things as gratify corrupt nature; namely, on things visible and temporal; on things of the earth, on pleasure, (of sense or imagination,) praise, or riches. 

  But they who are after the Spirit-Who are under his guidance. 

  Mind the things of the Spirit-Think of, relish, love things invisible, eternal; the things which the Spirit hath revealed, which he works in us, moves us to, and promises to give us.

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. {to be carnally...: Gr. the minding of the flesh} {to be spiritually...: Gr. the minding of the Spirit}
JWN:

V. 6. For to be carnally minded-That is, to mind the things of the flesh. 

  Is death-The sure mark of spiritual death, and the way to death everlasting. 

  But to be spiritually minded-That is, to mind the things of the Spirit. 

  Is life-A sure mark of spiritual life, and the way to life everlasting. 

  And attended with peace-The peace of God, which is the foretaste of life everlasting; and peace with God, opposite to the enmity mentioned in the next verse.

ACC:

Verse 6.  For to be carnally minded is death]  To live under the influence of the carnal mind is to live in the state of condemnation, and consequently liable to death eternal: whereas, on the contrary, he who is spiritually minded has the life and peace of God in his soul, and is in full prospect of life eternal.

 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. {the carnal...: Gr. the minding of the flesh}

JWN:

V. 7. Enmity against God-His existence, power, and providence.

ACC:

 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. {the carnal...: Gr. the minding of the flesh}
Verse 7.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God] Because it is a carnal mind, and relishes earthly and sinful things, and lives in opposition to the pure and holy law of God: therefore, it is enmity against God; it is irreconcilable and implacable hatred. 

  It is not subject to the law of God]  It will come under no obedience; for it is sin, and the very principle of rebellion; and therefore it cannot be subject, nor subjected; for it is essential to sin to show itself in rebellion; and when it ceases to rebel, it ceases to be sin. 

From this we learn that the design of God in the economy of the Gospel, is not to weaken, curtail, or lay the carnal principle in bonds, but to destroy it.  As it is not subject, and cannot be subject, to the law of God, it must be destroyed, else it will continue to rebel against God.  It cannot be mended, or rendered less offensive in its nature, even by the operations of God; it is ever sin, and sin is ever enmity; and enmity, wherever it has power, will invariably show itself in acts of hostility and rebellion.

 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

JWN:
V. 8. They who are in the flesh-Under the government of it.

ACC:

Verse 8.  So then]  Because this carnal mind is enmity against God, they that are in the flesh-who are under the power of the workings of this carnal mind, (which every soul is that has not received redemption in the blood of the Lamb,)- 

  Cannot please God.]  Because of the rebellious workings of this principle of rebellion and hatred.  And, if they cannot please God, they must be displeasing to him; and consequently in the broad road to final perdition.

 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

JWN:
V. 9. In the Spirit-Under his government. 

  If any man have not the Spirit of Christ-Dwelling and governing in him. 

  He is none of his-He is not a member of Christ; not a Christian; not in a state of salvation. A plain, express declaration, which admits of no exception. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear!

ACC:

Verse 9.   But ye are not in the flesh]  Ye Christians, who have believed in Christ Jesus as the sin offering which has condemned sin in the flesh; and, having been justified by faith and made partakers of the Holy Spirit, are enabled to walk in newness of life. 

  If so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.]  Or seeing that, eiper, the Spirit of God dwelleth in you.  The flesh, the sinful principle, dwelt in them before; and its motions were the proofs of its indwelling; but now the Spirit dwells in them; and its testimony in their conscience, and its powerful operations in their hearts, are the proofs of its indwelling.  God made man in union with himself, and his heart was his temple.  Sin being committed, the temple was defiled, and God abandoned it.  Jesus Christ is come by his sacrifice and Spirit to cleanse the temple, and make man again a habitation of God through the Spirit.  And when this almighty Spirit again makes the heart his residence, then the soul is delivered from the moral effects of the fall. And that this is absolutely necessary to our present peace and final salvation is proved from this: that if any man have not the Spirit of Christ-the mind that was in him, produced there by the power of the Holy Ghost-he is none of his; he does not belong to the kingdom, flock, or family of God.  This is an awful conclusion!  Reader, lay it to heart.
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