The Call to Entire Consecration 
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Romans 12:1, 2
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” (Rom.12:1-2)
Immediately one has the feeling that our text today carries the language of intensity. Flaming from a hot heart, Paul challenges the believers at Rome to present their lives as living sacrifices to God. Such offerings, he tells us, are acceptable for holy worship and service. This verse is nothing less than a call to a full consecration. For those who want God’s very best for their lives, consecration is a very vital and important subject. For our service today, let’s look at this challenge that the Apostle shares with us in our text. It’s a challenge that we cannot dismiss.

I. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF CONSECRATION? 
If we are to properly appreciate and understand the challenge of this urgent appeal for a full yielding of our lives to Christ, there are several facts that need to be recognized and emphasized. We cannot afford any needless confusion in regard to this important call. 

1. Consecration can only come after conversion.
Consecration is not the work of a sinner. When you came to Christ as a sinner, you came spiritually dead. (Eph.2:1-3) You had nothing to offer except the filthy rags of your self-righteousness. Consecration belongs to one class of people: “I beseech you therefore, brethren,

2. Consecration is nothing less than a decisive act of a full surrender to God.
Observe these several facts:

1. This surrender to Christ is something possible.
Why such urging for a complete surrender if this experience is not actually possible? Note: While consecration is the human side of sanctification and it is essentially the action of our own efforts, we are not left without the assistance of the Holy Spirit. 
   
2. This surrender to Christ is something personal. “Who then is willing...”(I Chron. 29:5) This is an individual matter. No one else can make this surrender for you. There comes a time and place when alone you yield your life to Him. God Himself cannot consecrate for you. 
  

3. This surrender to Christ is something practical. Consecration is more than having some nice feelings. It is more than some theory. In handing your life over to Christ there are practical implications which result in certain changes or actions. What are those actions? 
  

· It leads to a life of acceptable worship. (Rom. 12:1) Real worship is the offering of our life to Him. Acceptable worship centers on Christ, not on self. 
  

· It leads to a life of separation. (Rom 12:2) It is logical to believe that a God-surrendered life does not follow the fads and fashions of a Godless world. 

3. Consecration is an attitude of full surrender to God. 
The initial act is important. But the outworking of this consecration requires an attitude of continual surrender.
There is no end to this experience of consecration. It’s one thing to come to Christ in a crisis of full commitment, but it’s another thing to live out that commitment day by day. 

This attitude may be manifested in several ways.

1. It may be manifested in the area of obedience. The story of Abraham offering up his son pictures for us an attitude of obedience that is unmatched in the O.T. (Gen. 22: 1-14). It’s this kind of obedience, however, that reflects the depth of consecration. 
  

2. It may be manifested in the area of humility.
(Rom.12:3) Measure your life by your joy in doing anything or being anything for God and others.  Measure your life by how constantly you, in humility consider others better than yourself; 

(Rom.12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith., and  Phil.2:3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.). 

II. WHAT IS THE MEASURE OF OUR CONSECRATION?
The word “body” is a comprehensive phrase. While this command covers the whole being of man, let’s break it down in sections.

What are we to surrender?

1. We are to surrender our rights to God. What does this mean? God has a right to interfere with my time, my plans, my friendships or even how I spend my money.
  

2. We are to surrender our will to God. What does this mean? It does not mean losing your will. But it does mean bringing your will into harmony with God’s will. Don’t let there be a battling between God’s will and your will, let their be a blending. Don’t let there be friction, let there be a fusion.


If you find yourself unwilling, ask God to help change your will, that you are.  Don’t deny or cover up your true desires, but rather seek God for help.  God knows what is really on our heart.  We may get away with not speaking our true mind on matters to people but God knows your heart, your thoughts,  and all of you mind.  

3. We are to surrender our ambitions to God. What does this mean? There is nothing wrong with having certain ambitions. But those ambitions must not take us out of the will of God.   They must be with in the Word and principles of God’s Word.
III. WHAT IS THE MOTIVE FOR OUR CONSECRATION?
Why should I make a full surrender to God?

1. There is the obligation of gratitude. “I beseech you therefore, by the mercies of God...” You never worship the Lord with a sincere heart until you properly understand how much you are indebted to God’s mercy. If the contemplation of what Christ has done for you does not carry you right to the altar of consecration, I don’t know what will. He has done so much for us! 

Think of the level of sins God has delivered you from. 
  

2. There is the anticipation of acceptance. Note: The word “acceptable” is found two times in these two verses. In verse 2 we read “..that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable and perfect will of God.” Is it important for you to know the will of God? We can only discover the acceptable, perfect will as we yield ourselves totally and completely to Him. This provides for us another motive for a full surrender. Oh, the joy of pleasing Christ! Note: Well- pleasing to the Lord may not be well- pleasing to self. There is no self- pleasing in a life well-pleasing to God.
  We Gain, when we are fully consecreated to God.  God give more in return.

3. There is the anticipation of reward. It is rewarding to see how God uses those who are totally surrendered to Him. You can’t out-give the Lord. You do not lose by giving all to Jesus. 

IV. WHAT IS OUR RESPONSE?

1 Chronicles 29:

1 ¶ Furthermore David the king said unto all the congregation, Solomon my son, whom alone God hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: for the palace is not for man, but for the LORD God.

2  Now I have prepared with all my might for the house of my God the gold for things to be made of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and the brass for things of brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of wood; onyx stones, and stones to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and marble stones in abundance.

3  Moreover, because I have set my affection to the house of my God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver, which I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house,

4  Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal:

5  The gold for things of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and for all manner of work to be made by the hands of artificers. And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the LORD?

“Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?” 
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