Burning Barley Fields
2 Samuel 14:

 28 ¶  So Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, and saw not the king’s face.

29  Therefore Absalom sent for Joab, to have sent him to the king; but he would not come to him: and when he sent again the second time, he would not come.

30  Therefore he said unto his servants, See, Joab’s field is near mine, and he hath barley there; go and set it on fire. And Absalom’s servants set the field on fire.

31  Then Joab arose, and came to Absalom unto his house, and said unto him, Wherefore have thy servants set my field on fire?

Absalom sent for Joab once, he didn’t come
Absalom sent for Joab twice, he didn’t come

So he set his barley fields on fire.

Then Joab arose and came to Absalom

For some God has called to you once, you didn’t come,

God has called for you twice, you didn’t come,

God has delt with you again and again about that sin of yours, but you haven’t repented.

No sin gets by God!


David sin with Bathsheba



His sin was ever before him,




The child died!

God was burning his barley fields!

Illustration

Bro. Jack Cole was preaching this message about God burning your barley fields.   When a lady screamed 

“my babies, my babies they are burning.  Look, look the house is on fire.”


Her husband told her to shut up, and said lets get out of this holy roller church.   I’m never bringing you back to another one of these holy roller churches.  She begged him to stay and go to the alter.  He said we are young, we’ll have plenty of time to seek God when we are old.  The preachers stories are just working on your emotions.  He made her leave and they were driving home and she starts screaming again. My babies, by babies, look her hair burning out of the window.  The husband turned around and slapped her, and said what wrong with you.  You know we never leave those babies alone.  How could the house be burning and we not know of it.

At home the next day laudry on the line at a neibors house

God said 

I Corinthians 11:

31  For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

32  But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

if we judge ourselves 

he preached it the night before the Kansasa City flood

Tornato in Wacko TX

Texas City explosion

I want to preach to you about joy, but you can’t have joy while there is sin burning in your soul.
I want to preach to you about healing, but you can’t be healed when there is hidden sin in your live

Illustration:

There was another lady who when home after hearing this sermon one time and sat down and told her son about the sermon…..
Went off to work, kissed her and patted her on the head, and laughed and said that sermon is not for me.  You tell that preacher that I don’t have any barley fields, I’m just sowing my wild oats.

Bro. Cole was at anther revival meeting.  The phone rang and it was that son.  He wanted prayer.  His daughter came down with polio and was in an iron lung.  She died shorty after.  
His barley fields were burning.

God’s gonna burn you barley fields…

Do you think God doesn’t make people do things or let them see it before it happens?

Daniel 4:

24  This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king:

25  That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.

26  And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule.

27  Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.

28 ¶  All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar.

29  At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon.

30  The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?

31  While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee.

32  And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.

33  The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws.

34 ¶  And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:

35  And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?

36  At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.

37  Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.

Oh some will think God’s not that cruel 

Luke 12

16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:

17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?

18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

HE GOT THE DRINK HE ORDERED

[This occurrence was related by Paul Frederick Elliott.]


Let me warn you tonight, as a judgment-bound congregation, you cannot afford to mock God. Your soul is too valuable; eternity is too long; death is too sure.


Two young men came into a meeting where I was raised, near my father's home. At first they seemed to be under conviction, just like some of you are now. Thank God, the Holy Ghost is faithful! Their proud hearts threw off the conviction. They came again, and had less. You may never have another bit of conviction after you leave this house tonight; and if God never speaks to your soul again you are as much damned as though you had been in hell for one thousand years.


They came again; this time without any conviction. The preacher was preaching from Revelation 14:10: "The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb forever. And the smoke of their torment shall ascend upward forever and ever: and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of His name."


Brother, hell is an awful place! I pray God you may flee to the cross of Jesus Christ and have your sins all blotted out.


They began to laugh and make fun of the wine "of the wrath of God." The preacher spoke to them kindly; but their proud, devilish nature was stirred, and they left the room, crossed the street, and entered a saloon. The bartender said, "Boys, what will you have to drink?" One of them said, "I will have a drink of the wine of the wrath of God."


There was silence in that saloon. He poured out the red wine, raised it from the bar, but never put it to his lips, for he fell over backward -- dead; and "in hell he lifted up his eyes," to "drink the wine of the wrath of God" in all eternity.

"Friend's be careful not to mock God.  God is a loving God, but he will not be mocked for long until you get what you order."  Pastor Keister
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