Opening Prayer

Songs __________  _________

Prayer

Sister Faith and Bro. Chuck

Sister Marlene

Sister Vivian

Recent visitors, their salvation


Norman Fuller


Mr. Horton


Clay


Carol Ott, children and grandchildren


Bob Bustin

Revival

David Fredric and his family

Sunday's services

God to provide a Song Leader?

My Testimony this afternoon

Growth of this Church

Tape Ministry

Work for me

Offering

Announcements

Senior Expo 2002, Friday June 14 10am-2pm


Focus on 55 and over Harlan Rowe Junior High, Athens

Van,

Missionary Prayer meeting Thursday, come with a burden 


on your heart

Burdens are Lifted at Calvary

1 Peter 5: 

6  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:

7  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

8 ¶ Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

10 ¶ But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

11  To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Are you caring a burden?

Is it weighing heavy on your back?

Are you tired of caring it? Tired of it weighing you down?

We don't have to care the burden all by ourselves.


Or not at all depending on what it is.

What is your burden today?

Is it:


-extra load of worry?


-finacial strains


-relationship problems


-cares of life


-children


-physical problems


-greving for a lost situation


-the burden of sin

Christ is the answer, he is the one with the power to rid you of your burden or an grant you the grace to get through it.

He feels you pains and cares that are close to your heart.


He knows your condition and what you have been going through.   HE LOVES YOU!

He will not allow more than you can handle

He is your friend.

I.
Emotional burdens


1.
Relationship strains

God cares, 


2.
Hurts from ill treatment

God easies the pain


3.
Memories that haunt you

God can help


4.
People you can't forgive

God wants you to be free


5.
Anxiety 


6.
Depression

I'd like to share a time from my past:

I'll call it Taking out the Trash God’s Way

A Personal vision of my from back in 2000


God told me to take out the trash in my life.  You see, I had been holding some worries and un-forgiven things in my heart.  I said I forgave them and I did not want these thoughts any more, but I did not let them go completely.  I knew these things were riding on my soul and I reach the point where I fully took it to God again and for keeps.  I ask God to help by taking these out of my heart and mind, but God told me to take out the trash, not the garbage in my house but he the trash in my heart.  God said to my heart, go get a trash bag and put these troubling worries and unforgiven things in the trash bag.  I thought this was a bit silly, but I got up from my knees from praying and did just that.  I got a trash bag went to the back door, opened the bag and started bring each one of the things on my heart and soul and gave them to God by physically putting the them in the bag.  With each one the burden lifted.


I wonder today if any of you out there have a full trash can like mine was, overflowing to a point that it is on the floor at your feet because no more fits in the can.  I think each of us have a trash can in our lives.  We put things in the can to get rid of them, but just as with the real garbage cans in our homes, what happens… it gets full…. Then we must… do what?….. empty them….. God want to help you empty them….. Take your troubles, worries, situations, hurts, pains, un-at-rest issues, unforgivenesses; to the Lord in pray.  God can set these free….  Don’t wait until the trash has overflowed and is now piling up on the floor..  Then you just have a bigger mess to clean up and it takes twice as long…..Give it to God today, don’t wait another moment….You were never meant to carry this load.  

---- Thought for the moment ---- April 13, 2000.

.....Casting all your care upon him; for he careth 

for you...1 Peter 5:7.   Stress and frustration can be

given away and forgotten forever.  We were never

meant to be creatures of distress.  Take it to the 

source of all healing.

The Lord is just waiting for you to ask and have faith.

You should take out the trash every day, don’t with until the can is even full

Now, forgiveness is a bit different.  You must forgive the people you have issues with….And truly mean it, don’t just say it, do it, talk with them,  if you say you have forgiven them and don’t make efforts to work on you relationship with the person, have you truly fully forgive them?

This doesn’t not mean that some people will let you talk with them.  There are those who will want nothing at all to do with them.  And may spend the rest of their live hating you.  Well there is nothing you can do for them, just forgive on your end and pray the lord gets to them before it is too late for them.  You see if you don’t forgive you will not be forgive.

Illustration of giving it to God


Painful situation, wrongfully treated, hurt inside.


Illustration of praying through during anxiety attacks

II.
Sometime we must carry the burden


Like a Good soldier

Fletcher is quoted as such:


"The best soldiers are sent upon the most difficult and dangerous expeditions; and as you are the best soldiers of Jesus Christ, ye will probably be called to drink the deepest of His cup, and to carry the heaviest burdens."

Galatians 6:5  For every man shall bear his own burden.

If Christ has given you a special burden to carry, don't get discouraged, he has the grace to see you through it and a reason why He has allowed it to come your way


1 Peter 5:

10 ¶ But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

11  To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

III.
The burden for the Unsaved

Warren McHugh said:

"I say this to those that are right with the Lord, you're going to have to pray through as if you were praying through again for those lost ones, if you want to see them make it.  You will have to be put in their place.  I will have to take on their sin, and take it to the cross.  I don't have to go into their sin, but I will have to take on their sin, and take it to the cross.  Have you been praying for some of them?"

Have we prevailed in prayer for them, have we prayed through yet?

Why haven't we prayed through yet?  Are we spending enough time praying for them?

You know the old saints in Wesley's days and shortly after, refrained from a lot of entertainment and time spent joy-filling because there was much to be done, and one of those things was hours in prayer!


How much time have you really spent praying for their souls?

IV.
The burden of sin

Never meant to stay, it must come off


Christ can release the burden from our back

We can be free.  And Free NOW!

V.
Resolved to cast our burden at Christ feet


Not only purpose to prevail at casting the burden to Christ, but we must resolve to do it now, not later, not tomorrow, not next week, we must do it now!

It's like that with salvation, we can't work our way up to it, it is now or never


We must purpose that now is the time Lord, I must have it now.


Confess


Forsake


Believe 


Receive



Your saved!

Once we are resolved and have prayed through…

VI.
Jesus calms the storm, peace be still

AS with the raging sea that was ready to toss the little boat, Jesus spoke 


"Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.peace be still"

If it is not a cross to bare for him, He can do it for whatever your situation might be, and he can do it now!

Are you free from your burden?

Are you free from your burden of Sin?

Why not be?

Burdens are lifted at Calvary, 6-9-02 AM.doc
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