The Bride of the Lamb

Revelation 19:

5 ¶ And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.

6  And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

8  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

9  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.

Illustration:
A dirty Bride, spitting tobacco juice, smoking, drinking, wearing a dirty gown, bad breath, old warn out shoes, flirting it the man on the other side of the church, coming up saying OK I'm here lets get on with it.  After all I love you and want to marry you.

Is this bride ready to meet the bridegroom


I.
The Bride prepareth herself

Verse 7-8

…"for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."


A.  The church is the bride of the lamb


B.
What condition is the church in today?


Is it the true Bride and ready for the Marriage?


C.
God weeps for the Lost of this World


For they are not ready to be His Bride

1.
She is living contrary to His Word



a.
dirty, unclean, impure, filthy with sins




b.
flirting with the ways of the world




c.
caught up with the disaster of the flesh


D.
We need to be arrayed in fine linen.


1.
not physical linen, but




a.
pure




b.
clean




c.
white



2.
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints

1 John 3:1-3

1 ¶  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

3  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

If we are going to be that true bride we must be filled with the Blessed power from on Hight, the infilling power of the Holy Ghost
I once read in our Sunday school literature:

“One of the greatest miracles that God can do is take an unholy man living in an unholy world, and make him holy and then put him back into and unholy world and keep that man holy still”

II.
The true Bride is ready


A.
Pure, clean, arrayed in fine linen.


B.
Her cares are about being ready



to meet the Lamb of God (Jesus Christ)

C. Longs for the day of her marriage

D. 5 of the 10 virgins were ready!  

E. How many are ready today?

Illustration of a 73 years OLD Man I knew once:  
(don’t say name) Elwood Benjamin

This dear 73 year old man had lost his leg and was on pain killers.  He grand daughter was in my teen Sunday school class.  She was discouraged and worried about her grand father who came home from the Hospital to find that he can’t care for his wife anymore, and she needed his help daily.  So he ended up taking an overdose of his pain killers because he could not bare to live this way.  He ends up in the hospital again. 

I went to visit him on Sunday night.  He would not look at me, when I tried to talk to him.  He just looked the other way.  When I asked him about getting saved, he said in a rough voice “I’m just a miserable backslider like the rest of them,” and turn his head away from me.  I could not reason with him so I had a word of prayer and said I would try to come see him again.  

The next day, I had a heavy burden to go buy a key ring anointing vile to anoint this man.  At my visit with him that evening, he again didn’t want to make much contact, I was not able to anoint him or talk with him much because a hospital worker was working on him.  So I said I would return again.  

On Tuesday he was moved to another room and I stopped to talk with him again.  This time he was a little more open to talk and seemed happy I had returned.  I again talked with him about getting his heart right with God.  He agreed to pray for salvation this time.  

We went to prayer.  He prayed a basic sinners prayer and when I asked him, he confirmed that he believed he was saved.  But there was no ring to his testimony and the Holy Spirit was speaking to me that he did not get through.  So when I questioned his salvation, he said that he could not believe he can be saved, because he’s gone too far.

Now it all made sense why God wanted me to come with anointing oil.  I read the verses of scripture from James 5:13-16 to him and then focused on verse 15  “And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.”  Did you catch that, if they have committed sins, they shall be forgiven.  As I emphasized this verse, faith rose up and he agreed to pray again.  This time God brought the victory in answer to believing faith.  And he was gloriously saved. 

I told him there must be someone praying for him.  He said, probably his brother.  So asked if he had his brothers phone number.  He told me the number and I went down the hall to call him.  When I returned to the room, his eyes were rolled back into his head and he was in an anointed trance, when I talked to him his eye came back down and he was such a glow for the Lord.  His face shined like the sun with the presence of God on him.   


He was a new Bride arrayed for her groom.


He was a bride prepared to meet Jesus!

The stories not over yet.  I told him I would bring him a large print Bible on Thursday because I could not make in on Wed.  When I arrived at the hospital on Thursday evening, they told me he was discharged.  Now I could not see how this man was discharged already.  So I called his family and they told me he was moved to the behavioral ward because of his attempted suicide.  So I went up to the behavioral ward be the refused to let me in.  Said he was too bad to be seen.  I  demanded to see him as a pastor.  Finally after waiting a nurse came out and told me that I can’t see him because they have given him too much Oxi-cotton which by the way is the drug he over dosed on.  I explained that I will just leave this bible there at his bed side and have prayer with him.  Finally they took me in to see him.  


There he was convulsing, his eyes like were like little needle points and he was out of his mind.  So I bowed my head and God’s presence entered the room, in prayer I asked God to cleanse his system of this drug and bring him back to normal.  I left the bible on the table and left.


I went outside and called the family and told them what I found.  The rushed to the hospital, and by the time they arrived he was setting up in bed eating supper like nothing ever happened.  Praise God, God answered prayer.   
III.
The grand Wedding of the Bride of the Lamb


A.
All the preparation pays off


B.
The Bride goes to meet 



The Lamb with tears of Joy in her eyes


C.
It is the greatest day of her life.


D.
The day waited for has arrived.

God is rejoicing for the Bride of His Son is ready.

The bells in heaven ring out

The song which the angles cannot sing shall be song of the redeemed Bride of the Lamb

Revelation 14

2  And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:

3  And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.

The song of the redeemed shall ring out with praise unto a Holy God

For only the redeemed can sing it:
The grand marriage of the Lamb has come!

Those who are prepared will be there

Praise the Lord

Rev 19:9  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.

Are you prepared for your wedding day unto the Lamb of God?
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