Boldness, over coming the fear of Man

Reading:
Acts 4:1-22

Satan has taken council against you through fear to stop you of speaking of Jesus.

I.
They used fear tactic to try to stop them.
Let's look at Acts 4:15-18 again

15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves,

16  Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.

17  But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name.

18  And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.

1. 
Threats cause fear, fear binds you.


Bondage of fear:

Illistration of cords of fear that start at you mouth and end at your feet.  Satan the his demons inflict fear on you .

A.
Fear can effect your:


1.
Social life


2.
Work life:  Boss, Coworkers, Customers



3.
Home life:  Spouse, Children, Parents, 






Grandparents, Grandchildren



4.
Fear of being saved and having to walk with Christ,  ( the condemnation goes away, there is 




nothing to fear!)



5.
Fear of family not getting saved



6.
Fear of Going to Hell, SEEK CHRIST!


7.
Fear of dying.

B.
Consequences of fear:


Revelation 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

How do we break the bonds of fear?


Call on Jesus Christ, Be filled with the Holy Ghost, pray till your soul is set a-fire!

2.
Look at their answer to the threatening and fear that struck them:

19  But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.

20  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.

They faced there fears

Illustration  my facing the Mafia and those at work who bound me with fear

3.
Breaking the bonds of fear



A.
Be courageous, Stand up and fight!


Fight for your soul, the devil has take council against you and your family, Don't be afraid, but fight, fight, fight…..



B.
Call on Jesus, Jesus has power

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.


Are you tired of loosing the battle?


Are you tired of fight by your own strength?


Are you tired of falling up short in faith?



Call on Jesus who has all power!

II.
They sought for boldness

Let's look at the prayer of the Disciples after they were released:  

Read Acts 4:23-31

29  And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,
Notice they did not say behold their threatenings and slay them with thy hand, send fire from heaven and destroy them those wicked men.  


Nor O’God, they have touched your servants, now do them in.


But instead they cried out, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,
They called on God to do good:

30  By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.
Then they were filled with the Holy ghost again.

31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
33  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.
Now they were effective in witnessing with Great Power.

If we want great power we must be filled with the Holy Ghost.

We must overcome our fear of man

The power comes to those who reach out to lost souls, trust in God, believe in his power.

Billy Nicholson


Sanctified the night before, but was awaiting a witness and filling of the Holy Spirit  God told him the next day to march with the Salvation Army.  So God Marched with the guy who wore a sign “Saved from public opinion.” And they ask him to lead the presession.

As he march with them, God filled him to over flowing with the Holy Ghost and transformed this old fashion Presbiterian Preacher.  Yes that is right a Presbiterian Preacher got Sanctified.


God over came the fear of Man and gave Billy Nicholson the fullness of the Holy Ghost when he march in God will.


He over came his fear of what man may think when he obeyed God and faced his fears.  Who went on to be a Great and effective Preacher.  I believe it was in Irland or Wails that they erected a statue of this man for he was one of their greates preachers Ever!


Even though they were persecuted they 

Acts 5:

26 ¶ Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned.

27  And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them,

28  Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.

29  Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.

30  The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.

31  Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

32  And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.

33  When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them.

….. after one of the council said 


38  And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought:

39  But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.

40  And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

41  And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.
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