Binding and Loosing
“On Tuesday May 4, 2004 following a phone conversation with Dean Hochstetler where the subject of binding and loosing came up, God brought John 20:23 (Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.) to my mind and enlightened me to understand this mysterious verse in which I have never before fully understood.  This impression warranted further proof.  So I conducted the following study into it validity.  After researching into the Strong’s Greek definitions and other cross references in scripture, it is my solid conviction that the impressions was from above.  When weighed with scripture it has enlightening my understanding and strengthening my resolution to battle against the powers of darkness to liberate the captive as Christ teaches us so to do through binding and loosing.”

“Perhaps this has been an area of Satanic deception to the modern Christian Church, and it’s time WE fight against the foe with the weapons of our warfare that are not carnal, but are mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds.”

“I trust that the Lord helps all readers of this document to understand His truths found in God’s word.  If I have erred in any way in my understanding of God’s word or voice, I ask God to open my eyes further.  Reader if you have a different understanding in this matter that you believe to be correct, please contact me for further discussion that the party in error, you or I, may come to understand God’s truth clearly.”













Rodney Keister
Matthew 12: 
29  Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.  

30  He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.

(Is it not  time we start  spoiling the devils house?)
Notice that we need to bind the strong man (Satan, the powers of darkness)

Matthew 16:

15  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?

16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Christ said the gates of Hell will not prevail against the church.  He said that he gives us the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  This key is used to unlock the bound and used to bind the powers of darkness.  It is the key truth we have not been exercising.   I believe this is the missing key in our day and time to see the Kingdom of God grow in leaps and bounds.

We see here in Matthew 16:19, 18:18 that whatever we bind is bound and whatever we loose is loosed.  We must bind the powers of darkness and loose the captive so God can reach them.

Dean Hochstetler said:  

“If we are asking God to do something in prayer that He has already given us the power and instruction to do ourselves, it will do absolutely no good.  We will not see results in our prayers.”  
It is the duty of the Christians to bind the powers of darkness and loose the individuals held captive, then they are of a clear mind and free of hindrances to truly seek God for forgiveness, exercise their free will to repent and obtain salvation.  This passage in Acts expands on this subject as Paul shares what Christ told him:

Acts 26: 
16  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;

17  Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

18  To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

1.
Open their eyes,

2.
Turn them from darkness to light,

3.
From the powers of Satan unto God,

4.
That they may receive forgiveness of sins.

5.
And inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

God has given mankind a free will, but is their will truly free to make sound choices when they are bound by the powers of darkness and their understanding is clouded and obstructed?  The sinner is under constant influence of the spirits of darkness which hinders their understanding of the Gospel and their need of a Saviour as well as being able to see themselves as the sinner they are.  Have not you seen your thousands that are deceived and think they are OK with God, blinded to there sins, deceived that it is impossible to live above sin, that so long as they just believe only (without repentance) they are going to Heaven?  Satan’s number one tactic has always been deception.  If the sinner is subject to the deceptive voice of Satan and bound in their sins, do not we have to tear down his influence before truth can fully penetrate the soul in a way that will break the bondage of darkness, open their eyes, reveal their sinfulness and lead them toward Christ.  It is our duty to break these binding chains and loose the captive.  We must bind and loose!
Matthew 18:

18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

19  Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.

20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Remit and Retain! (Loose and Bind!)

John 20:23

23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.



The top three cross references to John 20:23 are Matthew 16:19, 18:18, and Mark 2:1-12.  All dealing with Binding and Loosing.

See for you self:   ((((((( 

Matthew 16:19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 18:18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Mark 2:

9  Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 
10  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,)

11  I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.

12  And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.

Jesus said thy sins be forgiven thee, but what was his actions?  What he truly did was loosed this man from the palsy that bound him.  The man was stricken with palsy, in other words - paralyzed (bound) and now Christ had set him free (loosed).  Christ has power to set the captive free.

Christ has given us the power to bind the powers of darkness and people in their sins as well as to loose them form the grip of darkness and there sins.  Power given to us as a true believer (Christian) and we are expected of God to use it to set the captive free!  Look at John 20:22-23, Christ tells us to do this!
John 20:22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: (
23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

Christ called the paralyzed man’s situation in Mark 2:1-12 sin.  But the man was paralyzed and actually needed to be healed and set free from the bondage he was in.   Was it the powers of darkness that had him bound?  Was it the sins he was in or had committed in the past that cause the paralysis?  We can not tell, but Christ pronounce him forgive of his sins and he was healed.  I also notice that it was others that let him down through the roof.  Was it that actions of others bring him to Christ to have his bondage set free?  You seek God on this!
We as Christians can and must remit (loose) them from their sins (the power of sin in their life which is influenced by the powers of darkness.)

We as Christians can and must retain (bind) them from their sins (powers of darkness) their actions toward sinning.  Christ has given us authority over the powers of darkness, but we need to put it into action!
To fully understand John 20:23 you must understand the true meaning of remit and retain.

Take a look at the Greek definitions on remit and retain by three different Strong’s references presented below.  Let the Holy Spirit be your Guide and let the words speak for themselves.  These definitions are unedited, and are just like they occur in Online Bible Millennium Edition Ver. 1.003.01.

We as Christians have been deceived long enough, it’s time to WIN the war!  

I don’t know about you, but this concept in prayer and dealing with lost souls has just given me new hope and direction which I truly believe will profit the Kingdom.  All Glory and honor belongs unto God for what HE has done!


Onward Christian solders, marching as to war,

Remit (863)  [Loose]
Strong’s Greek Lexicon

863. afihmi aphiemi af-ee’-ay-mee; from 575 and ihmi hiemi (to send; an intens. form of eimi eimi, to go); to send forth, in various applications (as follow):—cry, forgive, forsake, lay aside, leave, let (alone, be, go, have), omit, put (send) away, remit, suffer, yield up.

Online Bible Greek Lexicon
863 afihmi aphiemi af-ee’-ay-mee 

AV-leave 52, forgive 47, suffer 14, let 8, forsake 6, let alone 6, misc 13; 146 

1) to send away 

1a) to bid going away or depart 

1a1) of a husband divorcing his wife 

1b) to send forth, yield up, to expire 

1c) to let go, let alone, let be 

1c1) to disregard 

1c2) to leave, not to discuss now, (a topic) 1c21) of teachers, writers and speakers 

1c3) to omit, neglect 

1d) to let go, give up a debt, forgive, to remit 

1e) to give up, keep no longer 

2) to permit, allow, not to hinder, to give up a thing to a person 

3) to leave, go way from one 

3a) in order to go to another place 

3b) to depart from any one 

3c) to depart from one and leave him to himself so that all mutual claims are abandoned 

3d) to desert wrongfully 

3e) to go away leaving something behind 

3f) to leave one by not taking him as a companion 

3g) to leave on dying, leave behind one 

3h) to leave so that what is left may remain, leave remaining 

3i) abandon, leave destitute

New American Standard Greek Lexicon
863. afihmi aphiemi; from 575 and ihmi hiemi (to send); to send away, leave alone, permit:— 


NAS-abandoned (1), allow (5), allowed (2), divorce (2), forgave (2), forgive (23), forgiven (23), forgives (1), gave...permission (1), leave (7), leaves (2), leaving (8), left (38), let (9), let...alone (6), let him have (1), neglected (1), neglecting (2), permit (6), permitted (1), permitting (1), send...away (1), tolerate (1), uttered (1), yielded (1).

Retain (2902) [bind]
Strong’s Greek Lexicon

2902. kratew krateo krat-eh’-o; from 2904; to use strength, i.e. seize or retain (literally or figuratively):—hold (by, fast), keep, lay hand (hold) on, obtain, retain, take (by).

Online Bible Greek Lexicon
2902 kratew krateo krat-eh’-o 

from 2904; TDNT-3:910,466; v 

AV-hold 12, take 9, lay hold on 8, hold fast 5, take by 4, lay hold upon 2, lay hand on 2, misc 5; 47 

1) to have power, be powerful 

1a) to be chief, be master of, to rule 

2) to get possession of 

2a) to become master of, to obtain 

2b) to take hold of 

2c) to take hold of, take, seize 

2c1) to lay hands on one in order to get him into one’s power 

3) to hold 

3a) to hold in the hand 

3b) to hold fast, i.e. not discard or let go 

3b1) to keep carefully and faithfully 

3c) to continue to hold, to retain 

3c1) of death continuing to hold one

New American Standard Greek Lexicon
2902. kratew krateo; from 2904; to be strong, rule:— 

NAS-arrested (3), attained (1), clinging (1), held (1), hold (4), hold fast (4), holding back (1), holding fast (1), holds (1), laid hold (1), observe (1), observing (1), prevented (1), retain (1), retained (1), seize (8), seized (7), take custody (1), take hold (2), taking (2), took (3), took hold (1).

Now what will you do knowing the power that has been given and entrusted to you as a believer in Christ?  Let’s live this song to the fullest and meet the Devil on our terms for once!  We, through Christ name will be victorious!
Onward, Christian soldiers!

Onward, Christian soldiers! Marching as to war, With the Cross of Jesus Going on before.  Christ, the royal Master, Leads against the foe; Forward into battle, See, His banners go!
Onward, Christian soldiers! Marching as to war, With the

Cross of Jesus Going on before.  

Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God.  Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod.  We are not divided; All one body we:  One in Hope an doctrine One in charity.

Onward, Christian soldiers! Marching as to war, With the

Cross of Jesus Going on before.  

Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane; But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain.  Gates of hell can never ‘Gainst that Church prevail; We have Christ’s own promise, Which can never fail

Onward, Christian soldiers! Marching as to war, With the

Cross of Jesus Going on before.  

Onward, then, ye people! Join our happy throng; Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song.  Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ, the King; This thro’ countless agaes Men and angels sing.

Onward, Christian soldiers! Marching as to war, With the

Cross of Jesus Going on before. 
WE HAVE A GREATER RESPONSIBILITY TO THE BOUND AND LOST THAN EVER BEFORE.  May God help us to see and exercise the power and command that he has given us.
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