Bible Study on James 1

v1


He addresses the dispersed of the twelve tribes, 

v2-4. 

Shows that they should rejoice under the cross, because of the spiritual good which they may derive from it, especially in the increase and perfecting of their patience, 

v5.


They are exhorted to ask wisdom of God, who gives liberally to all, 

v6-8. 

But they must ask in faith, and not with a doubting mind,  

v9-11. 

Directions to the rich and the poor,  

v12. 

The blessedness of the man that endures trials,  

v13-15.
How men are tempted and drawn away from God,

v16-18.
God is the Father of lights, and all good proceeds from him, 

v19-21.
Cautions against hasty words and wrong tempers, 

v22-24.
We should be doers of the word, and not hearers merely, lest we resemble those who, beholding their natural face in a glass,  when it is removed forget what manner of persons they were, 

v25.

We should look into the perfect law of liberty, and continue therein, 

v26-27

The nature and properties of pure religion,

James 1:1 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.
James, a servant of God]  


1. 
Not an apostle


2.
Not the Brother of Christ


3.
Not the bishop of bishop of Jerusalem; 

Whether he was James the elder, son of Zebedee, or James the less, called our Lord's brother, or some other person of the same name, we know not.  

The Church has always received him as an apostle of Christ. 

To the twelve tribes-scattered abroad] 
To the Jews, whether Christian or not, 

who lived out of Judea and among the Gentiles 

It was sent to all whom it might concern, but particularly to those who had received the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

James 1:2

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 

Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

No we are not to actually rejoice and get excited at the trials and temptation we go through, but that as we look into verse 3 " Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience."

Rather let it be a joy than a sorrow for the knowing …that the trying of your faith worketh patience
In verse 2 The word temptation in the greek is peirasmos (pi-ras-mos’) signifing affliction, persecution, or trial of any kind; and in this sense it is used here, not intending diabolic suggestion, or what is generally understood by the word temptation.

John Wesley said:


My brethren, count it all joy-Which is the highest degree of patience, and contains all the rest. 


When ye fall into divers temptations-That is, trials.

Albert Barnes wrote:

You are not to consider it as a punishment, a curse, or a calamity, but as a fit subject of rather happiness.

The Family Bible Notes reads:

Temptations; trials suited to develop their character, and if rightly borne, to make them better. God does not afflict or expose his children to temptation because he takes pleasure in their distresses or exposures, but for their benefit, that they may be made wiser and better; and although no trials or exposures in themselves are joyous, but grievous, yet as they are the means when rightly improved of increasing holiness and usefulness, they should be received not only with submission, but with gratitude.

James 1:3

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
Our Brother Adam Clarke wrote:

The trying of your faith]  Trials put religion, and all the graces of which it is composed to proof; the man that stands in such trials gives proof that his religion is sound, and the evidence afforded to his own mind induces him to take courage, bear patiently, and persevere.

James 1:4

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
Let patience have her perfect work]
That is, Continue faithful, and your patience will be crowned with its full reward; for in this sense is ergon (er’-gon;) which we translate work, to be understood.  It is any effect produced by a cause, as interest from money, fruit from tillage, gain from labour, a reward for services performed; the perfect work is the full reward. See many examples in Kypke. 

That ye may be perfect and entire]  
Fully instructed, in every part of the doctrine of God, and in his whole will concerning you.  having all your parts, members, and portions; that ye may have every grace which constitutes the mind that was in Christ, so that your knowledge and holiness may be complete, and bear a proper proportion to each other. 

let your whole heart, your body, soul, and spirit, be sanctified to the Lord of hosts, that he may fill you with all his fulness.   perfect and entire
James 1:5

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

If any of you lack wisdom]  
Wisdom signifies in general knowledge of the best end, and the best means of attaining it; but in Scripture it signifies the same as true religion, the thorough practical knowledge of God, of one's self, and of a Saviour. 

Let him ask of God] 

Because God is the only teacher of this wisdom. 

That giveth to all men liberally]  
Who has all good, and gives all necessary good to every one that asks fervently.  He who does not ask thus does not feel his need of Divine teaching.  

The ancient Greek maxim appears at first view strange, but it is literally true:-  

  "The knowledge of ignorance is the beginning of knowledge."

upbraideth

3679. oneidizw oneidizo (on-i-did’-zo;) to defame, i.e. rail at, chide, taunt:—cast in teeth, (suffer) reproach, revile, upbraid.

JOHN WESLEY

  And upbraideth not-Either with their past wickedness, or present unworthiness.

Jamiseson-Fausset-Brown

   upbraideth not--an illustration of God's giving simply. He gives to the humble suppliant without upbraiding him with his past sin and ingratitude, or his future abuse of God's goodness. The Jews pray, "Let me not have need of the gifts of men, whose gifts are few, but their upbraidings manifold; but give me out of Thy large and full hand." Compare Solomon's prayer for "wisdom," and God's gift above what he asked, though God foresaw his future abuse of His goodness would deserve very differently. James has before his eye the Sermon on the Mount (see my (unresolved link)). God hears every true prayer and grants either the thing asked, or else something better than it; as a good physician consults for his patient's good better by denying something which the latter asks not for his good, than by conceding a temporary gratification to his hurt.

James 1:6

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

Let him ask in faith]  

Believing that God IS; that he has all good; and that he is ever ready to impart to his creatures whatever they need. 

Nothing wavering.]  
Not judging otherwise; having no doubt concerning the truth of these grand and fundamental principles, never supposing that God will permit him to ask in vain, when he asks sincerely and fervently.  Let him not hesitate, let him not be irresolute; no man can believe too much good of God. 

Is like a wave of the sea]  

The man who is not thoroughly persuaded that if he ask of God he shall receive, resembles a wave of the sea; he is in a state of continual agitation; driven by the wind, and tossed: now rising by hope, then sinking by despair.

James 1:7

For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

Let not that man think]  
The man whose mind is divided, who is not properly persuaded either of his own wants or God's sufficiency.  Such persons may pray, but having no faith, they can get no answer.

James 1:8

A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

A double-minded man]  

dipsuchos (dip’-soo-khos;)  The man of two souls, who has one for earth, and another for heaven; who wishes to secure both worlds; he will not give up earth, and he is loth to let heaven go.  This was a usual term among the Jews, to express the man who attempted to worship God, and yet retained the love of the creature.  that they should not have two hearts, one for the holy blessed God, and one for something else."  A man of this character is continually distracted; he will neither let earth nor heaven go, and yet he can have but one.  Perhaps St. James refers to those Jews who were endeavoring to incorporate the law with the Gospel, who were divided in their minds and affections, not willing to give up the Levitical rites, and yet unwilling to renounce the Gospel. Such persons could make no progress in Divine things.

James 1:9

 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 

Let the brother of low degree] 
The poor, destitute Christian may glory in the cross of Christ, and the blessed hope laid up for him in heaven; for, being a child of God, he is an heir of God, and a joint heir with Christ.

Family Bible Notes commentary

Of low degree; afflicted and depressed in his circumstances. 

Exalted; spiritually, by being made a partaker of the heavenly inheritance.

James 1:10

But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.

But the rich, in that he is made low]  
In his humiliation-in his being brought to the foot of the cross to receive, as a poor and miserable sinner, redemption through the blood of the cross: and especially let him rejoice in this, because all outward glory is only as the flower of the field, and, like that, will wither and perish.

James 1:11

For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.

For the sun is no sooner risen]  
All human things rise and fall, or increase and decay, belong to all the productions of the earth, and to all its inhabitants.  This is unavoidable, for in many cases the very cause of their growth becomes the cause of their decay and destruction. The sun by its genial heat nourishes and supports all plants and animals; but when it arises with a burning heat, the atmosphere not being tempered with a sufficiency of moist vapours, the juices are exhaled from the plants; the earth, for lack of moisture, cannot afford a sufficient supply; vegetation becomes checked; and the plants soon wither and die.  Earthly possessions are subject to similar mutations.  God gives and resumes them at his pleasure, and for reasons which he seldom explains to man.  He shows them to be uncertain, that they may never become an object of confidence to his followers, and that they may put their whole trust in God.  If for righteousness' sake any of those who were in affluence suffer loss, or spoiling of their goods, they should consider that, while they have gained that of infinite worth, they have lost what is but of little value, and which in the nature of things they must soon part with, though they should suffer nothing on account of religion.

John Wesley

For the sun arose and withered the grass-There is an unspeakable beauty and elegance, both in the comparison itself, and in the very manner of expressing it, intimating both the certainty and the suddenness of the event. 

So shall the rich fade away in his ways

In the midst of his various pleasures and employments.
James 1:12

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation] 

There is no man whom God does not try.  He tries the rich, to see if they will open their hands to the poor.  He tries the poor, to see if they will receive affliction and not murmur.  If, therefore, the rich stand in his temptation, and give alms to the poor, he shall enjoy his riches in this world, and his horn shall be exalted in the world to come, and the holy blessed God shall deliver him from the punishment of hell.  If the poor stand in his temptation, and do not repine, (kick back,) he shall have double in the world to come."  This is exactly the sentiment of James.  Every man is in this life in a state of temptation or trial, and in this state he is a candidate for another and a better world; he that stands in his trial shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  It is only love to God that can enable a man to endure the trials of life.  Love feels no loads; all practicable things are possible to him who loveth. 

James 1:13

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: {evil: or, evils}

Let no man say] 
Lest the former sentiment should be misapplied, as the word temptation has two grand meanings, solicitation to sin, and trial from providential situation or circumstances, James, taking up the word in the former sense, after having used it in the latter, says: Let no man say, when he is tempted, (solicited to sin,) I am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he (thus) any man. Thus the author has explained and guarded his meaning.

James 1:14

But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

But every man is tempted]  
Successfully solicited to sin, when he is drawn away of his own lust-when, giving way to the evil propensity of his own heart, he does that to which he is solicited by the enemy of his soul. 

"Evil concupiscence (con qu pi sence) is, at the beginning, like the thread of a spider's web; afterwards it is like a cart rope."  Sanhedrim, fol. 99. 

In the words, drawn away by his own lust and enticed, upo thv idiav epiyumiav exelkomenov kai deleazomenov, there is a double metaphor; the first referring to the dragging a fish out of the water by a hook which it had swallowed, because concealed by a bait; the second, to the enticements of impure women, who draw away the unwary into their snares, and involve them in their ruin. Illicit connections of this kind the writer has clearly in view; and every word that he uses refers to something of this nature, as the following verse shows.

James 1:15

Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.
When lust hath conceived]  
When the evil propensity works unchecked, it bringeth forth sin-the evil act between the parties is perpetrated. 

And sin, when it is finished] 
When this breach of the law of God and of innocence has been a sufficient time completed, it bringeth forth death-the spurious offspring is the fruit of the criminal connection, and the evidence of that death or punishment due to the transgressors. 

James 1:16

Do not err, my beloved brethren.

Do not err]  
By supposing that God is the author of sin, or that he impels any man to commit it.

James 1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above]
Whatever is good is from God; whatever is evil is from man himself.  As from the sun, which is the father or fountain of light, all light comes; so from GOD, who is the infinite Fountain, Father, and Source of good, all good comes.  And whatever can be called good, or pure, or light, or excellence of any kind, must necessarily spring from him, as he is the only source of all goodness and perfection. 

With whom is no variableness]  

God does not Change!

James 1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
Of his own will begat he us]

Of God's own will he made a way for salvation to come to mankind foretold in his Holy Word.

A kind of first fruits]  
John Wesley:
  That we might be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures-Christians are the chief and most excellent of his visible creatures; and sanctify the rest.  Yet he says, A kind of-For Christ alone is absolutely the first-fruits.
Teachers Commentary:

  A kind of firstfruits of his creatures. In the old Jewish worship the firstfruits of the harvest were consecrated to God.  Being brought forth by the word of truth, we are the first of God's creatures to know ourselves His children and voluntarily to consecrate ourselves the firstfruits of understanding.
That we should present our selves to God, consecrate ourselves to God as the first fruits were done in the Jewish worship.

Romans 12:

1 ¶ I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.





We are to be Like Christ!
James 1:19

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:
Swift to hear]
Listen first!

Talk little and listen much,

Quick to pay attention to what others are saying and slow to speak.




The righteous speak little, and do much; 

“The wicked speak much, and do nothing”.-Bava Metzia

Matthew 12:36  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

Slow to wrath]
Those who are hasty in speech are generally of a peevish or angry disposition.  A person who is careful to consider what he says, is not likely to be soon angry.

James 1:20

For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

The wrath of man]  
When man pures out unrighteous wrath it is not God's will!  Where does this wrath come from, is it because of anger in the heart?

When there is anger in our hearts, is it righteous anger?  
Is it out of control, to where we pour out wrath against someone or something?
Ephesians 4:26  Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:
Anger most of the time is wrong and of a personal nature.

James 1:21

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

All filthiness]  

This word signifies any impurity that cleaves to the body; but applied to the mind, it implies all impure and unholy affections, 

Superfluity of naughtiness]  
perisseian kakiav.  
The overflowing of wickedness.  Perhaps there is an allusion here to the part cut off in circumcision, which was the emblem of impure desire; and to lessen that propensity, God, in his mercy, enacted this rite.  Put all these evil dispositions aside, for they blind the soul, and render it incapable of receiving any good, even from that ingrafted word of God which otherwise would have saved their souls. 

The ingrafted word]  
That doctrine which has already been planted among you, which has brought forth fruit in all them that have meekly and humbly received it, and is as powerful to save your souls as the souls of those who have already believed.  I

James 1:22

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

But be ye doers of the word]  
They had heard this doctrine; they had believed it; but they had put it to no practical use.  They were downright Antinomians, who put a sort of stupid, inactive faith in the place of all moral righteousness. This is sufficiently evident from the second chapter. 

Deceiving your own selves.]  
Imposing on your own selves by sophistical arguments; this is the meaning of the words.  They had reasoned themselves into a state of carnal security, and the object of St. James is, to awake them out of their sleep.

James 1:23

For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:

Beholding his natural face in a glass]  
This is a metaphor 

A man wishes to see his own face, and how, in its natural state, it appears; for this purpose he looks into a mirror, by which his real face, with all its blemishes and imperfections, is shown. 

 He is affected with his own appearance; he sees deformities that might be remedied; spots, superfluities, and impurities, that might be removed.

While he continues to look into the mirror he is affected, and wishes himself different to what he appears, and forms purposes of doing what he can to render his countenance agreeable.  

On going away he soon forgets what manner of person he was, because the mirror is now removed, and his face is no longer reflected to himself; and he no longer recollects how disagreeable he appeared, and his own acknowledgement and resolutions of improving his countenance. The doctrines of God, faithfully preached, are such a mirror; he who hears cannot help discovering his own character, and being affected with his own deformity; he sorrows, and purposes amendment; but when the preaching is over, the mirror is removed, and not being careful to examine the records of his salvation, or not continuing to look therein, he soon forgets what manner of man he was; or, reposing some unscriptural trust in God's mercy, he reasons himself out of the necessity of repentance and amendment of life, and thus deceives his soul.

James 1:24

For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

Family Bible Notes reads:

He beholdeth; the gospel shows a man himself. Forgetteth; if a man does not obey the gospel, its impressions on him will be short.

James 1:25

But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

But whoso looketh into the perfect law]  



Who see the truth



Does the truth



Shall truly be blessed 

James 1:26

If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.

Seem to be religious]  
The words yrhskov and yrhskeia, which we translate religious and religion, (see the next verse,) are of very uncertain etymology.  Suidas, under the word yrhskeuei, which he translates yeosebei, uphretei toiv yeoiv, he worships or serves the gods, accounts for the derivation thus: "It is said that Orpheus, a Thracian, instituted the mysteries (or religious rites) of the Greeks, and called the worshipping of God yrhskeuein threskeuein, as being a Thracian invention." Whatever its derivation may be, the word is used both to signify true religion, and superstition or heterodoxy.  See Hesychius, and see [Jas 1:27]. 

Bridleth not his tongue]  
He who speaks not according to the oracles of God, whatever pretences he makes to religion, only shows, by his want of scriptural knowledge, that his religion is false, mataiov, or empty of solid truth, profit to others, and good to himself.  Such a person should bridle his tongue, put the bit in his mouth; and particularly if he be a professed teacher of religion; ho matter where he has studied, or what else he has learned, if he have not learned religion, he can never teach it. And religion is of such a nature that no man can learn it but by experience; he who does not feel the doctrine of God to be the power of God to the salvation of his soul, can neither teach religion, nor act according to its dictates, because he is an unconverted, unrenewed man.  If he be old, let him retire to the desert, and pray to God for light; if he be in the prime of life, let him turn his attention to some honest calling; if he be young, let him tarry at Jericho till his beard grows.

James 1:27

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

Pure religion, and undefiled]  
If we really have what we say we have, if we are really truly worshippers of the Only Holy God.  We will be focused on others:

Hence, we should visit the fatherless, widows, and others who are lonely.

And we will keep ourselves from being spotted by the world.

We must live separate lives from the world.  Let’s not get caught up in the ways of the world…
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