Beware of those who Plot against you.

Luke 11:

37 ¶  And as he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine with him: and he went in, and sat down to meat.

38  And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first washed before dinner.

39  And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.

40  Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without make that which is within also?

41  But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you.

42  But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

43  Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.

44  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them.

45  Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also.

46  And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.

47  Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.

48  Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepulchres.

49  Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute:

50  That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this generation;

51  From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation.

52  Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.

53  And as he said these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak of many things:

54  Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him.

Beware of those who Plot against you.

Now lets be clear, if you suffer for your wrong doings, that not what we are talking about today for scriptures teach us:

1 Peter 2:

19  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.

20  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.
1 Peter 3:

16 ¶  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.

17  For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

Romans 14:16  Let not then your good be evil spoken of:

Christian Martyrs and Persecution

100 million Christians around the globe are currently suffering persecution for their faith.  Most often persecution takes the form of imprisonment, abuse, and hostilities.   In some cases, however, Christians are asked to face more than scorn, prison, or the loss of health—they are asked to face death.   

These individuals are the Christian martyrs of our faith.  Jesus said in Matthew 10:39 “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

History of Christian Martyrs 

From the stoning of Steven to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs to the murder of Jim Elliot, the church has a rich history of those who were willing to give their lives for the sake of the gospel.  

During the first century, almost all of Jesus’ disciples suffered martyrdom for his sake.  Peter was crucified upside down, Mark was torn to pieces, and Paul was beheaded.  As Christianity spread throughout Europe and the British Isles, countless numbers of Christians were tortured and burned at the stake.  And few can forget the moving story of Jim Elliot and four others who ventured into the Ecuadorian jungle, never to return. 

This history reminds us of the great price that belief in God may demand and the great impact that such a sacrifice can have.

But that history has not ended.  

Christian Martyrs in the 21st Century 

Today there are still many Christians martyrs, those who give their life for their faith.  Every year and on every continent men and women face death because of their belief in Jesus Christ.  They are the Christian martyrs of this century; the fathers, mothers, grandparents, and children who have lost their lives for the sake of the gospel.  Around the world the light of their testimonies continues to shine.  Their impact is immeasurable and their stories should not be forgotten.

From: http://www.opendoorsusa.org/content/view/958/21/
Jesus spoke truth and he was sought after to be destroyed.

John 15:

8 ¶  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.

19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

21  But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me.

22  If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin.

23  He that hateth me hateth my Father also.

24  If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.

25  But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.

No Scar?

By: admin Hast thou no scar'

No hidden scar on foot, or side, or hand'

I hear thee sung as mighty in the land,

I hear them hail thy bright ascendant star,

Hast thou no scar'

Hast thou no wound'

Yet I was wounded by the archers, spend,

Leaned Me against a tree to die; and rent

By ravening beasts that compassed Me, I swooned:

Hast thou no wound'

No wound, no scar'

Yet, as the Master shall the servant be,

And, pierced are the feet that follow Me;

But thine are whole: can he have followed far

Who has no wounds nor scar'

- Amy Carmichael

2 Timothy 3:

10 ¶  But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,

11  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.

12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
China’s Boxer Rebellion

By: admin During China’s Boxer Rebellion of 1900, insurgents captured a mission station, blocked all the gates but one, and in front of that one gate placed a cross flat on the ground. Then the word was passed to those inside that any who trampled the cross underfoot would be permitted their freedom and life, but that any refusing would be shot. Terribly frightened, the first seven students trampled the cross under their feet and were allowed to go free. But the eighth student, a young girl, refused to commit the sacrilegious act. Kneeling beside the cross in prayer for strength, she arose and moved carefully around the cross, and went out to face the firing squad. Strengthened by her example, every one of the remaining ninety-two students followed her to the firing squad. 
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Mt. 5

10  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

Psalm 37

7 ¶  Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.

8  Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.

9  For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.

10  For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.

11  But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.

12  The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth.

13  The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming.

14  The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation.

15  Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken.

16  A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked.

17  For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous.

18  The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever.

19  They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.

20  But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
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